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[Abstract in English]
Person and Self-referring system
H. Inagaki

The fact that science of complex system inevitably includes final cause suggests us
to develop a meaning theory of mind and personality. Among theories of describing
the emergence of mind from brain are there Quantum Brain Dynamics and Chaos
theory of Brain. Quantum Field Theory and Renormalization Theory have self-
referring due to their non-linear natures, which is isomorphic to the chaos generating-
mechanism. The non-homogeneous chaos is related to communication of information
in brain, and therefore produces the structure of consciousness including memory,
language and intentionality to meaning. Human personality is stable when unity of
meaning is given intuitively in one’s heart.
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[Abstract in English]
Problems on the Funeral Law (1)
K. Sakurai

Funeral problems are severe in Japanese society because they involve Japanese
religious consciousness, which is based on ancestor worship, and because they involve
Japanese social consciousness, which grasps funeral service as a matter of custom.

In Japanese society, people do not think that a funeral service is a religious matter,
even though it is performed at a Buddhist temple and led by a Buddhist monk.
Therefore, it often happens that freedom of faith of other person is trespassed and that
the political principle of separation of politics and religion is nullified. Although there
is no clear legal rule on funeral matters, some laws based on social custom recognize
the custom of ancestor worship and enforces a certain kind of funeral.

It is necessary to make clear who is responsible for the funeral, but it is ambiguous.
In recent years, an increasing tendency to decide one's funeral by oneself has become
quite noticeable. It is based on the consciousness that the dead person can decide for
him or herself the nature of his or her funeral.

In this paper, these matters are considered.
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[Abstract in English]

The Rise of Calvinism before the First Great Awakening
in British North America, 1662-1738

S. Masui

This study focuses on the establishment of the Calvinist communication network
and its cultural contribution to preparing the way for the colonial Revival in British
North America between 1662 and 1738. After the Synod of 1662 in Massachusetts,
Puritan New England continued to face a period of religious “declension” and the
“jeremiad” sermons of the colonial ministers came into vogue. Having dealt with the
same problems as other Puritan ministers, such Puritan descendants as Solomon
Stoddard of Northampton and Cotton Mather of the Boston Second Church started
implementing counter measures to prevent the decline of the Puritan influence in their
communities. Both ministers paved the way to introducing Conversationalist
Evangelicalism to British North America, Stoddard by adopting the open communion
and Mather by learning Christian practices from the continental Pietists. The Puritan
efforts in New England coincided with the rise of Calvinist immigrant communities in
the Middle Colonies, such as New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. The Dutch
Reformed and the Scotch-Irish Presbyterian immigrants began to dominate the once
Quaker oriented areas and Calvinist influences prevailed in the Middle Colonies. The
Calvinist network was established with its central locations in Boston and
Philadelphia. Through the emerging mass-comunication media such as newspapers
and magazines, and also by popular printing presses, the Calvinist network circulated
its religious culture and language to every corner of the North American colonies. The
British colonies had come to share the common religious culture and language even
before the arrival of George Whitefield in 1738.
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[Abstract in English]

Second person reference in two Japanese
translation of the Bible : A linguistic study

Y. Matsumoto

The second person in Japanese is expressed by a variety of forms in Japanese, and
appropriate choices are an important factor that determines the naturalness and
fidelity of translation. In this paper, I examine the forms of the second person used in
the Book of Genesis and the Gospel of Matthew in two Japanese translations of the
Bible — Shin-kaiyaku Seisho (The New Revised Translation) and Shin-kyodoyaku
Seisho (The New Interconfessional Translation). The examination reveals that the two
translations differ in the frequency in which the second person is left unexpressed, as
well as the criteria used to differentiate different forms. The appropriateness of specific
choices is discussed.
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[Abstract in English]

Prayer and Non-Prayer (I): A Comparison of Christianity
with True Pure Land Buddhism

S. Obata

The True Pure Land sect, inaugurated by Shinran, insists on the uselessness of
prayer, or, the theory of non-prayer, because of its thoroughgoing criticism of the
falsehood of human activities and of its propagation of absolute dependence on
Amitabha. How can Christianity respond to the masterful opinions of the Buddhist
scholars affirming this view? This essay reexamines their teachings on payer and
rereads the Christian Bible in contrast to them.
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