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[Abstract in English]

The Gospel and Society in Zacchaeus Episode
(Luke 19:1-10)

T. Kobayashi

In response to some important studies devoted to the sociological significance of the
Lucan message, this essay explores the multi-dimensional meanings of the Zacchaeus
Episode by focusing on the literal, socio-cultural, and ideological dimensions of its
meaning. It will argue that a sociological reading of the text has to be supplemented by
a literary reading that pays attention both to its own context in Luke’s Gospel and to
its intertextual relations to the OT as well as to other early Jewish literature.

Zacchaeus’ announcement at 19:6 is voiced in order to protect the honor of Jesus the
guest who acts as the host of the eschatological banquet and is the messianic shepherd
who restores the lost people of God. As to the meaning of 19:8, it will be argued (1) that
the declaration of Zacchaeus at Luke 19:8 is a fruit of his mefanoia that signifies his
return to the covenantal God, and (2) that his (intended) deed provides a model for the
ethic of the kingdom of God that embodies the good news for the poor. The text of the
Scripture is not merely a textbook for piety, but it also provides a model for the followers
of Christ who live in a society needing restoration.
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A Better Translation of Acts 3:26

W. Robert Shade

Introduction. Uptv mpdTov dvacTioas O Beds TOV TAlda alTod ATéCTELAEV
avTov €UAOYyoVTa UUAS €V TG ATOOTPéDELY EKATTOV ATO TOV TOVNPLOY URGV.

“God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you in turning
every one of you from your wickedness.” (RSV).

“When God raised up his Servant, he sent him to you first, to bring you blessing
by turning every one of you from your wicked ways.” (NEB).

All other English versions that I have checked translate the év 7@ dmooTpépelv
¢kaoTov phrase similarly, that is the infinitive dmooTpédeLv is understood transitively
with €kaoTov as its object. All four Japanese versions, the Bungotai, the Kogotai, the
Shinkaiyaku Seisho, and the Kyodoyaku also translate the infinitive dmooTpédeiv
transitively. Here is the Shinkaiyakuseisho rendition of Acts 3:26: [ffilx, F3ZDL
DREV.TTC, HulzpziiBiEb LIl )Lz, 21U, TOHEH%7:
DI EHMLT, 0D OENEZORELAEFELOVHRLETLEES7
DD TY ]

The transitive understanding of the infinitive dmooTpédperr makes perfectly good

sense exegetically, and theologically but is, under close examination, grammatically
suspect. Luther took the infinitive dmooTpédpelv intransitively and rendered Acts
3:26 this way:
“Fiir euch zuvorderst hat Gott erweckt seinen Knecht Jesus und hat ihn zu euch
gesandt, euch zu segnen, dass ein jeglicher sich bekehre von seinen Bosheit.”
The Jerusalemer Bibel renders it, like the English versions, intransitively:
“Fiir euch zuerst hat Gott seinen Knecht auferweckt und gesandt, euch zu segnen
dadurch, dass er jeden von euch von seinen Ubeltaten abwendet” but also has a
footnote “Andere Ubersetzung: wenn sich ein jeder von euch von seinen Ubeltaten
abwendet.”
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The overwhelming bias of the English and Japanese translations for the transitive
option so conditions English and Japanese speaking readers of the Greek text that they
are unlikely to perceive the possibility that the infinitive dmooTpédewv could be
intransitive and that the accusative pronoun €kaoTov is not the object of the infinitive
but the subject of the infinitive. It is our contention that the intransitive option is
not only a possible translation but that Luther had it right and that this is indeed the
superior translation.

I will proceed to make my case for the intransitive rendering and also discuss the
related problem of whether to take the év 7@ dmooTpédelv €xaoTov phrase temporally
or instrumentally and then discuss another minor exegetical problem, whether the
final bpu@v modifies TovnpLdY or €kacTov.

AmooTpépewv: Transitive or Intransitive? Luke’s predilection for the construction
¢v 1@ + infinitive is remarkable. He uses it thirty-nine times,” compared to thirteen times
for the rest of the New Testament (Matthew three times, Mark two, Paul four, Hebrews
four).” As such it is a marker of Lukan style.*

In thirty-three of the thirty-nine examples of this construction in Luke/Acts it is
followed by an accusative. In each case, without exception (unless Acts 3:26 is an
exception), the accusative immediately following the infinitive is the subject, not the
object of the infinitive. In fact I can find only two exceptions to this rule in the New
Testament: Heb 2:8 év 7@ yap Umotd€ar [avtd]l ta wdvTa (“when he puts all things
under him”); and Heb 813:év % Myew kawny (“when he says new”). Thus if the
¢kaoTov in Acts 3:26 is the object of the infinitive dmooTpédeir it is unusual in the
New Testament and otherwise unknown in Luke’s writings. This is not impossible. But
the weight of Lukan usage requires that one’s first presumption should be weighted
strongly in the favor of taking €kaoTov as the subject of dmooTpédeLv.

The statement of Cadbury that “dmooTpéderv is rarely intransitive, even in the
LXX” is misleading, to say the least.” A quick count shows that dmooTpédw is intransitive
in at least fifteen places in the Pentateuch; thirty-nine times in the historical books; and
twenty-one times in the major prophets.® The idiom “to turn (@mooTpédev) from evil
or sin occurs sparsely in the earlier parts of the Old Testament (however see 1 Kings
8:35; 2 Kings 17:13; 2 Chron 7:14) but is quite frequent in the prophets. Many of these
are very close in thought and in structure to our problem clause in Acts 3:26. See
especially Jer 25:5; 42:15 (MT 35:15); Bar 2:8; Ezek 18:27; 33:11, 18,19. We cite two that
show close parallels in vocabulary and structure to Acts 3:26:
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Jer 42:15 Mywv dmooTpddnTe €kacTos dmo Ths 6800 alTOL TRS Tovnpds
Ezek. 33:19 kal év T® dmooTpédal TOV dpapTwiov amod Ths dvoplas alTov

Because these examples occur in contexts of repentance and conversion, they are
especially relevant for Acts 3:26. Though Peter is not here quoting any OT text, his
language reflects very closely common language in the OT prophets. In all these
examples, dmooTpédw is intransitive and the responsibility for turning is on the part
of the people.

However on the other side of the ledger it must be noted that there are texts in
which the prayer asks God to do the turning.

kal Tifel évekev Zwwv O pudpevos kal dmooTpédel doeBeias amd lakwB “And

the deliverer will come for Zion’s sake and will turn ungodliness from Jacob.” (Isa

59:20)"

This is quoted in Rom 11:26 from the LXX.* Four texts in Psalms also ask God to “Turn
us” (80:3; 7,19; 85:4) but the verb is not dmooTpédpw but émoTpédw.

As for the New Testament, dmooTpédw occurs nine times (Matt 5:42; 26:52; Luke
23:14; Acts 3:26; Rom 11:26; 2 Tim 1:15; 4:4; Tit 1:14; Heb 12:25). Of these four are middle
voice with the meaning “turn oneself away” in the sense of “abandon” or “refuse.” This
leaves five (including Acts 3:26) in the active voice, far too small a sample to draw any
conclusions about the probability of the transitive over the intransitive based on NT usage
alone. Cadbury’s observation that dmooTpédw is “rarely intransitive” must be abandoned.

Is the dative sense of é&v T® dmooTpédeLy temporal or instrumental?

Bruce, in commenting on this construction, says that the infinitive phrase is not
temporal but instrumental and renders it “by turning.”® He does not give any support
for this choice, but it is clear that if the infinitive is transitive, it makes better sense to
read “by blessing you in turning each of you from your iniquities” rather than “by
blessing you when he turns each of you from your iniquities.” The infinitive phrase
would thus explain how the blessing comes, not when it comes. The difference is not
momentous; indeed it is hard to imagine an instrumental infinitive which completely
excludes the concept of time. If A happens by action B, action B of necessity occurs at
the same time its instrumentality occurs. However if the infinitive is intransitive the
instrumental sense, “to bless you by your turning from your iniquities” is not apropos.
Thus Bruce’s choice of the less usual instrumental sense seems to be an adjunct to
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support his previous choice of the transitive over the intransitive.

I have read through the Greek Bible, both Old and New Testaments, paying
particular attention to the év TG plus infinitive construction and find that the majority
are temporal and can be rendered in English as “when” or “while” such and such was
happening. The temporal use is so pervasive that it should be the first presumption in
any attempt at translation. My own rough count of some 426 occurrences of the év Td
plus infinitive construction in the Septuagint results in twenty-six instances (6%) where
the sense must be non-temporal and a further sixteen (3.6%) where the temporal sense
could be dominant but where the non-temporal sense seems better. Examples of the
former include Psa 1189 (MT 119:9) év tivt kaTopbuoel & vedtepos Ty 680V atTod
¢&v TG Puldoceabar Tous Adyous cou “How can a young man keep his way pure?
By guarding it according to thy word” and Ezek. 13:19 kal éBeBriloww pe mpds TOV
AoV pou ... év TQ amodpbéyyecal Luds Aa@ eloakolovTl pdTala AmodpOéypaTa
“You have profaned me among my people ... by your lies to my people ... “Sir 34:26 T{
adénnoer év 16 Tamewwbijvar albtdv “What has he gained by humbling himself?”
These are the only indisputably instrumental examples of ¢v 7@ plus infinitive in
the Septuagint. Most of the non-temporal examples are causal as in Exod. 16:7 kalt mpwt
Gpeade Y 86Ear kuplov €v TQ eloakoboal TOV yoyyuopov LpAY €m TG 0ed
“and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your
murmurings against the LORD.

As for the non-temporal instances of this construction in the New Testament, the
same pattern holds. Forty-six of the fifty-two examples of this construction are certainly
temporal (88%), leaving six which either explain the content of a preceding verbal
idea (Luke 1:21; Luke 12:15; Heb 3:12), or have a causal or conditional function (Rom
15:13), or which are probably temporal but could be interpreted as causal (Heb 2:8;
8:13), and one which is translated instrumentally by the KJV but could be thought of
as temporal (Acts 4:30 év TG T Xe€lpd [oou]l ékTelvewr ge els laow kal onpela
kal TépaTta ylveobar Sa ToD Ovdpatos Tov dylov maldés cou ‘Inood. “while
thou stretchest out thy hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the
name of thy holy servant Jesus” [RSV] or “by stretching forth thy hand to heal” [K]V]
“while Thou dost stretch forth Thy hand to heal” [NASV]. Acts 4:30 is important for
Bruce’s case, because it is the only instance of an instrumental use of év 1§ plus
infinitive in the New Testament." In his favor it lies close to hand in the same book.
But, as various translations show, even this instance is not unambiguously instrumental.
In narrative material, the overwhelming majority of this construction is temporal. In
non-narrative material, which is what we have in the above examples, and particularly
in Acts 3:26 and 4:30, the temporal sense is not absolutely exclusive but mingles with
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ideas of causality or conditionality or instrumentality. We cannot conclude with certainty
either way, but because of the rarity of the instrumental use of this construction,
especially in the New Testament, I prefer to interpret the év plus dative case in Acts
3:26 temporally in line with the most frequent usage.

Acts 3:26 in Context.

Peter’s impromptu sermon in Acts 3 is his second appeal for the nation of Israel to
repent of the crime of crucifying the Messiah. The key center is 3:19: “Repent, therefore,
and turn, so that your sins may be wiped out.” Everything before this builds up to it:
first he evokes guilt with the excruciatingly sharp juxtapositions of the delivering up
and disowning and putting to death the very one God raised and glorified; his servant
Jesus, the Holy and Righteous One, the Prince of life. Then lest they despair overmuch,
he holds out hope; you did it “in ignorance” and it was the will of God as foretold by
the prophets. Following the 3:19 appeal to repentance are further inducements to
repentance: promises of the return of “times of refreshing” and the return of Messiah,
and the “restoration of all things.”" This is followed by a severe warning in citing “The
Prophet” passage of Deut. 18:15-19 with the dire warning of destruction for those who
do not heed that prophet. The sermon ends with the exhortation that as “sons of the
prophets” and in line with the covenant made with Abraham, the nation of Israel is to
be a blessing to all the nations of the earth. But Israel was blessed first (3:26) by God’s
raising of the Servant and sending him to bless them.

Let us now take a closer look at all of 3:26: ipiv wp&Tov dvacTioas 6 Beds
TOV TAldd aUTOU ATMECTELNEY alTOV €UAOyolvTa UUAs €v TG dAmooTpédely
€kaoTov dmd TV Tmovmpeltdy buov. The main verb is the aorist dméoTelhev. The
aorist participle dvacmoas at first thought seems to refer to the resurrection of Jesus
as in v. 15. But if, as is usually the case, the aorist participle denotes action prior to the
main verb (dméoTellev), or less commonly, action simultaneous with the main verb,
what would the “sending” be after the resurrection? If the verb dméoTel\ev were future
(“will send”), the sending would be equivalent to the coming of Messiah promised in v.
20. The aorist is on rare occasion future referring but it seems a bit of a stretch to make
améoTellev the future return of Messiah. The solution is to see dracmjoas not as the
resurrection, but in the same sense as “the raising up” of the prophet in v. 22." The
“sending” of his servant would then refer to the birth and life and ministry of Jesus.

The use of a participle (e oyodvTa) to express purpose is not common but
occurs fairly frequently with the verb dmooTé w.” This brings us to our problem
phrase and its translation. Was Jesus sent to bless them by turning each from his sins,
or was the blessing conditional upon their turning from their sins?
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In the wider context of the NT, there is support for the idea of the Messiah turning
the people away from their sins. Rom 11:26 (a quotation of Isa 59:20 LXX) is usually
cited: i€eL €k 2w O pudpevos, amooTpédel doeBelas amo TakwB. “The Deliverer
will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob.”

However the fact that the central point of the Acts 3 speech is an appeal to
repentance favors the reading that makes the blessing conditional upon their turning
from their sins.

A second question under “context” is “What is the blessing”? Does the blessing
consist of turning Peter’s hearers from their sins or does the blessing refer to something
else in the context? The latter is more likely. The “blessing” is probably the incentive
offered for repentance in verses 19-21: a) the “times of refreshing” b) the “restoration of
all things” and c) the sending of Jesus to them again. Thus there is a ready referent for
the participle “bless” in verse 26 right in the heart of the sermon. To make the “blessing”
conversion from sin is to introduce a new idea, and that of perhaps less significance, or
at least of a smaller scale than the blessing already mentioned.

Does the final tpav modify movnpl@v or €kaoTov?

Though not of great importance, it may be well in dealing with Acts 3:26 to clear
up a small misunderstanding in translating dpu@v. It is quite common in English
translations to make this word do double duty. For example the RSV renders the verse:
“God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you in turning every
one of you from your wickedness.” The word Up&v cannot modify both €ékaoTov and
movnpL@v. It may be that most translations paraphrase a bit here by adding “of you” to
“each” to conform to usual English idiom. But strictly speaking it is “each,” not “each
of you.” Haenchen comments that “despite the word order, ékacTos and bpav belong
together.”* This is unlikely. First, the word €ékacTos quite often stands alone without a
pronominal modifier such as avT@v or Upudv. The masculine singular ékaoTos occurs
seventy four times in the NT; of these it occurs seventeen times with a pronoun modifier
and fifty seven times without a pronoun modifier. Thus it is more usual for €kaoTos to
stand alone as it does here. In sixteen of the seventeen cases where is occurs with a
pronoun modifier, it immediately follows the word €kaoTos. Only in 2 Thess 1:3 is there
an intervening word and in no case are there three intervening words as Haenchen
pleads in Acts 3:26. So the correct translation is “God raised up his servant and sent
him to bless you when each (person) turns from your wickednesses.”
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27:19; Mark 8:26; 12:6; Luke 7:20; 19:14; 22:8; John 11:3; Acts 9:38; 10:36; 13:15; 15:27; 16:35.
ebhoyotvTa in Acts 3:26 is clearly telic: “He sent...to bless... “What is unusual in Acts 3:26
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[Abstract in English]
A Better Translation of Acts 3:26
W. Robert Shade

Not many English and Japanese readers of Acts 3:26, including those who read it in
the Greek text, realize that the infinitive dmooTpédpelv can be translated intransitively,
that is “To you first God raised up his servant to bless you when each turns
from your iniquities.” However the above investigation has shown that this
rendition is definitely better. 1. When the év TG + infinitive construction is followed
by an accusative, the accusative is without exception in Luke/Acts (thirty three cases)
the subject of the infinitive. 2. Cadbury’s statement that “dmooTpédev is rarely
intransitive” is simply not true. 3. The év T@ + infinitive construction is usually
temporal, not instrumental, in both the LXX and the NT. 4. Context: The central point
of the sermon is 3:19, an appeal to repentance. Making Christ to be the agent of
bringing repentance is a weaker appeal than making Peter’s audience responsible for
their own repentance. Further, the “blessing” then consists, not in “turning them from
their iniquities,” but in the “times of refreshing” and “restoration of all things” offered
in 3:19-21.
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Va =T OWHEYHIZY e MIIM2EZ FoREEUEEH L OxFEE % i
F, BEFEHE 2RO TWIZAL A - ) 74— L4 FMilcOHEIZ, Wt
HREBEEG5 25, ZOHVT 7 Yy OREIZED, U7ﬁ—AFW%iﬁwﬁ7
CEFBMFENEND LB, INT 7 VICFEALIZ AL, AT, I
— 0y NEHICHER L, bR O Y AT A TARTDL I
AA AL DE A2 AT 4 = A PR EZ TR L T o MR ICILE 7
BRI Y, BUEHIBIC L o T, INVT A XL EENE DD, I
V7 Y HEOYEREAROEFE B SN, Eo BRI 5N
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DT HHELAELRY,

BN A4 ZRXLDPRAEFE 2= ¥ 2 X 81E, AN 7 v FFROEEH 4 3k
FRICRT 5, ZORBEOFT, Ya—) = XL 3 HNT 7 v EHREROFP
DY 2k — T ORBEITRLE o -MmAEE D2, WRICBW TR LE
FIZ L TAT<s HRAAIVT 4 = A M, ZOREEZHLVT 7 2 Ofh, N1 v
Y - 7Y »#H— (Heinrich Bullinger, 1504-75), *NVF 4 ¥ « T—Y 7 —
(Martin Bucer, 1491-1551), 7% F—JV - X% (Theodore Beza, 1519-1605)
Lo/ RET -0 v SOFREUERT-HIME, BERERTZID 5o T
Wiz, Ka—0 ¥ =X nid, EIEEB2 -V Ty VEROLG Y LEICTEK
SNTEB)TH 5,

EC, BERFTY A4 KN A= V32— 7 XL E2RD L HITERT 5,
Ya—1) % 2 X013z ) FRZ 5 d (1558 —1603), 1 >~ 75~ KT &
7za—a vy NKETETAY Y NEHYEOMKIEEIT, ) 74— 4 FAFIC
o5, TAC (self)] & [#% (church)] & [#:4 (society)] D#AL
(purify) 2B L LD LT HEMNEHTH S, HIBHEWICIETRE TR
(Presbyterians) & &% T3 (Congregationals) (230N 525, 7 A1) B KElC
EoDIEIRFFERE 22— 7V ETH o7, RHUTHEKRETIE, 16404182
SE0FEAUNT T TEREM —RED L 2 525, Yo —1) & ¥tk 16624
DR, /v -3r7+x—3IAMeRREND, FRFET X)) #7121, 16204F,
7T~ AFER BRIV SR (Separatists) O E 2 —1) ¥ = X 478,
1628—304F, ¥ F 2 —t v VBMRBEZRICE) KRB RBEICLY, kS
#EJR (Nonsepratists) DK 2 —1) F =X LD b /263 N59,

SOy RXPLEEZBEHLT, 72X DBHAOEZLET Tro72 2 —
V5= AL, BEOMIALY, HEBUAOEY, BEALMOKTICHE T 5 L
DENEDL, KALEFIRL TV, Va2 r—TOMFERGE AN YT 4 =X L
EHEFRETLE, boddbVatr— VI )OERERLGIRICIE [EET%]
Ea—1% >, HnT, %@ﬁAwﬁib#%A&(%%ﬁ?éFA%Eﬁj
DAY TARYTF Y IRNTT AN, SOHITEBT B\ LAZERICE Y = A
ﬁ~%ﬁ%ﬁié‘&ﬁf%é®o::fu Ca—1) 5 =X LD, %HEN%
Bz L7 BT, MBIRRENI AR WER ST T o 70 2 O R O K = A
BRI HERR T b6 16ILIC B 2 0EE T U 7 A & ¥ M EHEER 2 S 54 L,
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BRET A ANEE S22 —1) ¥ Z X LD1THAE O &1, FEERHBREED
FTEDL ) RER, BEEZR TV 202 EESER) & L COBE» Sk 72
W,

RERHE

WE T T A v b, EEAY Y =/t (Henry VIIL 1509-1547) @
G 2 BEOHR 26 WhITHEEMIZEE 5, 1 Y77 Y FefikE L £z 72
A =AdbE, bEb ek, KM YTV F ¥ - V¥ — (Martin Luther
1483-1546) 750 — v HAMWH MO /2EH, VI — DML WHLHIETH ) mh
BHMTOH o720 My —HHICBI 2B E2FM SN zETERIT —<EE X
D [EMo#EE | OEe5- 2507z, LML, PP TEIILROFHERE A
A VEFEOHKICHZAFL, TSI OXFyH ) UAETEAET RvE DR
HMTHBS2REL, ZOFETEHER L VWERICHES VT - HEZHT 2,
2512, FIIEOPEROETH L LAKRICHEZOERTHLLDEF® L,
ATy REHBELET D, 47Ty FEEYEERT —< RN O]
*F7-HHME LTBUEMICBG I NG 2 LIl b,

EBIA V7TV FT, BRIV —FREROTOTAY  NEEVEE
572D, ANV = S MERBTFMICOWL N — FAHOBREHRTH S, &
VN = KEHWCHE LA b=~ - 75 »~— (Thomas Cranmer, 1489-
1556) 237 0T AY ¥ FREHLEDOTRIEL L DS, FELOKEZORIIEFET
ol WEOHEMEE, RN EDDII L Eb %G o7,

B THo72T K7 — FAMIIE| &HEWT, 15534, A7) — - Ta—%—
(Mary I, 1516-1558) 25 EALICHE <o AT U =L, ~¥ ) — /U ICEEF S
NETRF YT ORTH D, BHEOH V) v 7 ENEZ TG ZL T,
TR 7O 7 A% NBURERBEL, 77 0 ~—%707 X% v bk
HOYREER0G L E 2N, O—< - BV ) VAL EFFORET S, [ILF A~
oA 71 —] (Bloody Mary) & &7 &Nz L EOHBEDT % kL= #dE
X, 4%, KEOLVS —Db kD2 EEFLGD, U A VBT S
—RBOREDEN o720 WRELOFBIETY 4+ 7)) —, AN 7 v
Lo ED SN TV TA T b, Var—dNETmT5h, 29 L
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T, FEED»SDOFRB00H DFHBIEDFHIER /- H L, I —1 v /v RECHH,
AAA )T+ =L FNOEETIZAL®,

15504R48, EEAFEEN G 2 HEE2Y ot —7, Fa—) v 242
K4, ZLCTRA VEEOERTIL, IVT 7o 2lhoeT ) T+—LFD
TREYEBOWEDD &, H L WEUA RG] 7 KD 5B EORTIZH - 72,
HEHES T -~ HEDL LN A AFBIEZOEICIIHL Z R L, #i¥k
HEEEEL OO b &, HRICEBH L WIFERED 23EK L 220H - 72,
WEE A EAEL, B L 2B T, ALY 7 VERUER SO TFASY U NE
HYCEQOBAI L L THY, AT, T PFRALEORE & ICHUFE
ElE oo mENED BN LI LI o7,

L2 L, [BkoMEH, HEHEEIL D) HEL TE 2 EBomE TEERH
L, HLVHRHAEZICNVMA T Y2t =Y, Fa—-YvbD
U E LF O FHCEO M %, BE M FEf 2 ERE LT
HFERXZGEAL 275 2 FICHEHEbALZ 12, BRRELuER D -7, &
PSR LSt DI, AR, LT UTAY MBI L
o) FRALTEDBHRICKE AR ZI L L) 1% 5,

PR, Yat— T Tirbn T, BEPERER> S BRI 2 I5ICH 5
L FIET 5 [E%T %] (Presbyterianism) O¥EBAZIHRF L, #& L EK
ONEFEL L9 & THHEAED L, TV HFXRALTEDT ¥ 7)) 5 VK
WCES[2 O G Lze T WFRAZFIE, Iy 7 v EREBYENTIEZ W
B 70T A5 VT4 RALORMED > TTaTF A5V M RIT2#ED L) &
LT, SNIEARMAZIICEKEEREZE, [Ya—0 5 v ] LH7ZHEN,
BURIICO IETF IR E > T o FNTHOLBHBEEZEZ ) ETHE2—)
¥y o—8E, BOKEI -0y X0 7a TRy v MNaB#~B), 25T
BrkBET 2 ) HORERMANE, GHEOHHE E &Té%%%k@f%%tfﬁ

572,

1. [#%4& £E%R] (Church and State) D5

T HANRAL L, A LIES < a—ﬂyﬂﬁﬁﬁuﬁwéﬁﬁébC
> TOIL EDBEIZ D 52T UE R 5 Wtk E, AVT 7 v FREHE
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ROY 22— &7 AFENCHIREZ 52 2 REB R o7z FHEIELLDIE,
15884F, WHENGEE DB DBTH o 72 A4 ¥ QMG R 2/, I —
Oy SICBI AL EBLIBOILETH L, TOEET, T FXRAER
MIAFI04ER, AN 7 v ERFBGEL, REOBEE, BHEOR TREICZD
RN PR L TTo 72,

KEDPSIFRELHBHENE IFY 2 5 — T OYHEIZH > T, BEBIBICE
JAEEZETIHROFHZTEL, Thbb, BEEIEHRER, [#4] & [HXR]
OINFTEES I, B EHIBERICD 505, ZOHERE —2IETRETI
BNEV)VHEND, BARBUAIEREOAHICE VITONERELZ L FIRT
BDTHb, —F, TIVFRAZLEDK, ~Nv) = MWpkHiz o372 [T~
F)H=ZRAL] TR, [#a] & TER] 30 ERZ-2ELEOERD b
LB ND, TER] » [#HE] 2 Z20EEOD LICEL WD®ATT A by
ZF7% (Erastianism) 257 > 7 ) H Z A LA DLELIYTH 577, Y, T
NALFEIE, REDEFNHE, 7270 H =X L OFJEIC & 0 #xt FRER
DEL L TCOMREMLLEL ) ELTW/IDTHA, 1688FELIE, T —1 vy
ZB B IEEFMEZ ML L2 tR1E, U FRALTEIC L B EROBRICESR X S
SICHEAR, BEALEBETHLT V7)) h U EE P TEE TR 2 -) ¥
i, VBLVWEELZZITAZ EIlhol,

WBwEyary - 74 —IVF, b—<A+H—krFA4+ (Thomas Cartwright,
1535-1603) FFIZfHE SN, HKEGICBIT 2 RETHROEAZHAM L LTW
7o¥a—1) 5 VEBE, TUFRRBRTOTHEEEO T CHEET 4 HES
Nb, Ca—1) O bEIMPALELEZODOT ¥ 7 ) 5 AMRFIFERIZE &
T, XdHHFLEW LT R2IRH LRERS YR T 2, 2L T, F
MEAERLE 22— ¥ VIZREREZOWNIMNNES B 7V — TR L 255
TELTWCDTH %,

2. REFBE2 - VR ESREBEL -V (A 2Tan2T2Y)0
T 7N RO E E RSO TS S OMY  Hig L/ REERDS T
PARALFIZL DR LVEEZ 2T 2%, Ea—1) 8 0% 3 [RkER

(Congregationalism) ] &[22 T &b, £ 752 FTlE, BEETEHE
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i, A b I YRRV AR —TOL)LREEZRLI LI, susy o
LV OIFIFIRAS AN 2 A P I VA Y — R ZOTEE L LTERT 5,

FNTHEHARIREIEDIIIZHELLEDOTHS ), BEEEROTRMIZLS
BEBEOEITHIT L2 AL 1L, REBIZ, RBEEOETY LIFIZ, BE
DHDEEERTEFDLIIh D, ZOEF ) OBEICIXAME R B0 OKREEAER
END, MLMRERZFEORBE I (8] LI, EVRBRE Rz v Ak b
DOENKEDBN NS LB, FEICIZEEESNE T, FRRICIIEHRE»S
SHELET, TBAE] obh & LTHRAEN-HRENSR, 7)) —F ¥ —FHo
EF ) DPRRFB[HSOFEETH 5,

A 27T Y FROOSRIREEE, 15804FEEHY F v — F - 777~ (Richard
Brown) OgEIZL D /) =T 4 v FTHO NI ENDE, 777V HEIL,
FOBRT V7)) N ZALNFUERL, KO TIOHXFRETLI LR -
72N — - xav (Henry Barrow) 1E15034FE I S N5, VT 7T v
A - ¥ a > (Francis Johnson) ICRWHNZOHENITF T v F L E
bo —J, TO¥ FYTIXI6164E, §TIC1604, 5EED S BAREKLZERIHD T
WAy — - Y2437 (Henry Jacob) DM A% T 5, WIHOE
o [4 25714 ~_y57 (Independents) | DZD@Y, SFTHRHEEICIE
[ ] W7, A BRI A TOENPHELE LT (A0 TARYT Y] )
MFRIL, YA 37 DI609FEE L ) VS DL SRTWw3 W,

A7 FOEREHE2—-) 7 DL, BEOADET I ERML
ALY, BoxH TTHEEKEDABE LTHML, RV THELEHED
Hibx Hig L T 295 BEIR (Nonseparatists) T o 7z. FOERTIE,
E#HSEEHHL, 2ENRSHERETIREL-Va Y - T ViIlEnon:
RSP, 16204, FikkEICHED 7)) v AMRMEZER LYV T A X%ED
EEIR (Separatists) Z¥2—1) % VOVHIRTH D, RV TIDT) Y A%
DWINT ALl o/cma— AT TV FORD FELER, ~YF 21—
Ly VEBMRMICIE =) VEDIZE AL, EEHEONTETOR
HEBERT DIEFEHIRE 22— ¥ Th b,
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FUYZ P LG 5105 (20004F)
3. EEE 21— 42X LDOEH

2T, Ea—U ¥ OMFNEREHREL TBE 2w, ¥a—1¥ 0
—OFEIE, ANEORFIZBIT2MOMSWEHOHWFATH L, J1d, ik
BT AAMOBMERONMEE RS A7)0V I =7 2E% (Arminianism)
WAL T, Ea—) ¥ Y MFOTELRBRAL L %5,

B, ¥a—Uy V3BEEOHEBOMSEZMHTHT 5, Ea—1) 5y OR
L, FRCIHRNREEORRIE S D S, Ya—1U ¥ L1, [HYO [HE]
Z, o TREE] Lales, Ta] 13, AMoJRL 2o & 2@8# 3¢
LHOHOEHFRE LIV Y —OFRTIE A, [HE] ICRIBHNA AT ZVvOR
WL TOATIEZR L, BEBR-HENRE S L35 [HE] o 1456
ZHEE BBZAEINT 7 o) T — L FSEE OIS EWAE, Ea—1) %
Yk, T, AT 7 B, BEBRRO -2 ELE L TT R
(Typology) &M\ 7z, A%C, ZOMREIE, HHEZFICHSNIA AT
VORERE B 72 b OREBERERICRE5 2, TR (type) & LTHRIRT 2T
RGO HFRRRNE 5T 5o

B, Ea—U g vid [Mogldsn/ iz, —shi-tar g
5] TEERHTBET LV HARWENLE LIS, 2% 0, [HL] Ox%ICi,
Bz E Lo [MEAN], [#&]) 2Z20Th HE]l BARSGNEL, 29 L7
MR TAIEOMOEED D L ITHER LERIVEWVICH VS ) R TEL2NL
TWwWa| v, fifEko [F1) 2 F»F[E (Christendom) | D# 2 % fk&
L72bDTHbh, AESNIEHEEZOBIIIA V7TV FIZBW T 2 —
)& G, FHREICBVWTIIREERFAROEZR L v TR £
NENFREL TV W,

A=A VT T RIS —) ¥ 2 ALTIE, 512, M
(covenant theology; federal theology) | A3 - 72858 b e b, Ea—1 ¥
DOFRIIANT 7 2 L0, ZOBKEDOXTFRNAL TNV DTV
X A (Zacharias Ursinus, 1534-83), + L % 1 7 X A (Kaspar Olevianusu,
1536-87), ¥ F 7 A (Girolamo Zanchius, 1516-90) D ZZHhF D 8% 521
TW52 0 N TN 7 OfMFEZEIT [EDZH (the covenant of works) |,
[BHE D4 (the covenant of grace) ] &\ 9 &% HVCRGBERE FHPT
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5o [E03K] Lk, IBRHEEOANEET, e 75 4L ORICKIETN-3228
T, NI ABOMEFRICL VIR E o7, L2LANE, A=A - FY AR
ANELTZOWIZELZEIZED, FUANERRELLZENHDONL EVIFHL
W RFURE NIz, TIH [BEDOZY] Tho, FikEOY 21— ¥ V3,
o [BHEOEY] THIEN-BE-BICLbHEHRTEHIBL TV,

[BEOZH ] AL, BAISELENED, FURANEZITANL LW
I ELMMABREZ R T E R S v, HEDIERGRBE L L7012, FEH
SEFE SN [#B] OWICH A DEEZBITTWAZ &% [ELRER
(Conversion narrative) | & L TRIZFES Z EAEREN, g~ F 22—
oy Y BHRMOBET, HIEL LTHELTAZ LIk,

MG 2 RE L 72N [BEOZG] CANOND, [FFICELEW
(saving faith) | 12X YW ANZFEHRBE L ENLDY, Lo T [EMHE (moral
law) | ~OFEEIZREIE I NS OTIZ AR, [BEOG] 1Ao7 [8E] 13,
HEOfFEEIEE T2 [0 ] »OMREN TIN5, ZORED S H
BMENTVBDTIE RV, TREF¥] (good works) (IHEADEMFZ 23 O
Tl ZWwA, [BE] AT 2008 L4k, BECHFEINL, [#E
(justification) ] ®#121 81k (sanctification) | 254G F b, FHICHE Sz
xRz %E4E (visible saints) | & LT [R&¥] 12(&, P THFEOE
O HIZ 91 (glorification) ] &4, ¥V A MORELPLEIZEZSNED
THrW, 29 Lz [8b] okiazHART A [t 24T 50 HE
ThHY, 22Tl [HoOM'E (Providence) | %K 5 Z &AM LY bEHLSH
HZ EII A,

Za—AVTITURICBELAZY =) Y OFREE, 512, LA
T3 = A M (preparationist theology) *Z#H T 5, Zhid, [E4k] #&E
HHL, EADOHFIAMERELD AT v T8 5 RIS AF 1Y Th 5,
COMEFEL, T4 )T L - 28—F A (William Perkins, 1558-1602), D+
74 )7L - A LA (William Ames, 1578-1633), Ya >~ - 7L A b~
(John Preston, 1587-1628) &\ o724 > 71) v U RFOHM-HIZ L RS
HoNTe T, T4 T L - 8=F AW, NFLFEDH VT 7 VIRIEMR
FEFRENA FUNL T OERMFEP S FNEN [ EFEHR] 2 &0 [HikE
JE#] (supralapsarianism) @ & [Z2¥)f% ] OW G &K T %, ZOHBME T
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4 LR, [HheE0 B (Medulla sacrae theologicae or Marrow of sacred divinity)
(1623) #F L, N—F Y ALBEO Y 2 —1) & V&% 00 THEMZEOE T
T Lo ES7e, THFoEE] &, "—Y7—F, fz—)lViwvwol¥a—1%
YORFTHERMFOEFREE LTRECHVWON, =a—A 7T Y FiFED
Weed, [Za—A Y777 FERIBGAOKX] LIFENDL T4 A X1, L
L, FEBIIBHIREEICIES 2 L3k <, 16334, FRMOF T v ¥ TE LY,

HARBEICHS TP REERERBOEREE2 -V 22X A

1. Jr—Y TR

V=TI, ALY, 7T VAICENYE S TAREEE LA EY
A DN OEERFRM T, 1607F, YA LXF 7 VIR SN, b=
2—A 27TV FICZ1620F % Sz 7)) ~ AR, 16304 EZ D~ F 2
—t oy VEHREE Vo Tz, SO0 MRM L i LT, BEANTRESN
72bDTHBEFHSN, LEHY 2 —1) ¥ VHERMOFEZOLIZILLT, T/
VAT 7= 2 TIZMBESEr o7z Sb b, EEE, HLEMEOH.LIC
I=TAVT  NTALV)EMNLEZbY)OReEE, & vl EEL
Two¥a—1) 7 oIk & 3R, 77 VHEZHOBRNEE % £
729, REEPBOBOMY G FHICHAE L CEfEzifd Yy -2 =7 TR
U RGO EIELDRRNETH o 72, LIZSE 2, V7 — V= THIRMA~
DBAEBDNT N CEHENHHOATH RELZD S L LIEF A v, —Litid
WEEDOA 75 v RTEANT 7 Y ERIIT v 7) H= XL ONFRIZEELIZE
LTBY, FEENFES OB AL v, Z2OERIIHLIT—F - H Y
Y ALAND_EORFEL Vo 72 E S a7 ) AL bfilggshy 7 — 2
STHRMICD b5 3N Twi,

160745 H, 77—V =T IC875 Lol ORBAEE L, BIEIZFEHM 25
HafioC, [EEX] 2179, LyL, kiR LCEThoon
% WRERH & R 5 7280, 16104F, Fr L WREPSHE T L, TORIZD, i
RO N2 ZESIHIFOESE VB, BENL (] 2 [#i] 20

42



Ui bz,

Ty =V TORLEVESICL AL, HIRHOIIELEIHEB L SN, &
BHEFPHE SN TND, WIsci, EERMED Fom LI FiEon
Tz, 2HL725aidinehd, EYa—Y sy r0=a—A 75 il
R EFEVDDTIENDLDOTH LA, V7=V =TIIBVTHHEHEIT= 2 —
A7y FERUL NG 7 v EROBFETONEROEDO LN DT
%07’:0

F9) L2y 7 —Y = THIRM T, SHWIEEEORE 20T L
7 ¥ — - 455 — (Alexander Whitaker) &, 7> 27U v HEDHIZ
LFEFo72Ea2—-) 5O~ AThoiz, ORI, Ea—1 & =X LDMFEE,
By IR —KEEEA Yy PFT7 b0 ETERSNIZAINVT 7V EFENE T
VRABEDFEREFE, rr T ) v VDY 4 )T A 47— (William
Whitaker, 1548-1595) T& %, [V 7 — Y =7 OffifE] LI, Khkr ¥
A (Pocahontas) I Z#EtlzEJ7-L ENb 1 THh =1L, A1 VT4 T7 v BHE%E
iy L0, 1611ELLITHEE TCEOEHRGEE 2 FHilJ /2o V4 T H—DE 2 —
V= ZA0E, DGEORBET, Y7 —V2707 ¥ 7 7= X LA I E
KT DI EIEB L EBAHR Yy 7 = — VIR L TWw 5 7,

LaL, 16424E1C B L, W7 — V=7 TlE— s ox 3 A #H o —4)
MELSN, Ea—)F VIR »SBbINz, 70 47 2 )V OILFHIEA
2h, U=V TET ) DAL RN B, EHHIEL, zoaw
T VIZEEDOBOH ) OEFOAZHEL LT, ¥y — I =7 TOWHEEMEH
W LI-DTH A,

2. T XHERM

T A A BERO L TRIVH b 0% LR & L CHiEERY 2 A0E
ERBEMMIT TS 7Y v A, EBEOMRME L TORBKIZY 7 —T =72,
FLE2—1) % vy OERICE Y Fo—ty VEEE S FHBIZR S 2w
COHOWRENBE LR DD TH -7z, LL, TOMEMBFEO—EME X,
BEBZICHR L GHTEST2LBS,S, [EV7) AX] IZEDRERHER
WLy B, 72 AL [ L LTosxHBILIlhb,
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A7 FTRY 2 2 XM, FHEROIEESHALT 5 00,
16034, TUHFNRALEDOHME LA LAY 24 2 X—HE, Aoy b5
VIR ETHoTe BEETHORAT Y bT Y FERUBLRUEDN, 7T
FCHEDOENLTHA) &, Ya—1) ¥ rEidkd), Wt THiEsd
2720 L2L, VA LAX—MWOFEREKIL, )P RALEOKME BET
5b5DT, T 7)) XLDACESBIIEE B o7z, FTEDD L THH
JFEE N RELRENDORNESFON, L0 EREB L L AL IZEHSIT
DHHEROEF V2 EFTETHRAILHERL TITL I LIl hoTz, 29 Lok
FROEF VDD THo72 /) v T4V H LYY AY—, A7 V- —fD&
RIIMEOERT KD D LKL, EFHTOENBELZIET S,

IBEHETHALHMY 3 > - 1 ¥~ (John Robinson, ca. 1576-1625) % %
WS, &, SOV —TERILEEFERTOT A  FPOEY T DT A
TUBMET 5, HFOSHEFRIIIEF WA S SO T, HIBGRMIZIZA NV
T4 m AL EW) XD [FHPEILIR (Anabaptists) ] IZEWS D2H 528, L
ML, EEIZOBHKRIEIHEND LAV T 7 v EBEZOFNTH L, T VY
YEIATFUTIETIVR, AT VY, AAy T RO T3 —4L FRD
ANAZRDFEEA VN LTHZANTZE VI,

AEOBEHIIESNZ 0D, FAEILOEDL T A 7 2 TOEHAEEIZA 7L
—E-NHOBRREOELLGHEALEZLTIOIEL LN, FIZTHAb~D
EWENLE SN BR2BELAA IS5 %5 B E ROFRET A
VAEHBETI LIRS, COEROPTHEL, XOWAD) —5—Lib
T4 )T L 75y F7+—F (William Bradford, 1589-1657) 3% d ik
F Lol [ 7))~ AMMRIBOESR] (Of Plymouth Plantation, 1630-1650) @
T, 75 FOETAEFINE LR L DTH o725, OG22 TELY
JAX (RALE) | 1E, RICEAZEE, S5R2ORL TOM%E RO TH KA
FElCm Ao 72072 Lk L T 5,

77— VTR SO NGEICLE RS, A4 7T —FIEDAA
[, WOOFETIEIY 77—V =T xHIELTWZS, BY2LORITE
D, 16204E11H DI Lo, dLERr—7 - a2 v FIZEE T L, AL 7T T—F%
Bl , BEEICHDBRNICHFORME L HIE, MOBESDL &, B L THEE
W & VI M L V) BBEOENEICES L, (A4 777
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#1 (Mayflower Compact) EFHEND ZDOEHIE, EL 7Y L0, HED
B PRR A AR F THEID L Qv GBRER R T, IER L L ok
HEE, vy -V THEBER S IERLY, L) BELZHWERCHIEN:

MEOEFAKEBTATITL 2 EICh 5,

RN THRBEE 27275y F7+— FOREICE B L, FREEDOEFIIRL
WH DT, RMDLIIBELDOLEIITBALE LV BEGBEELZ %5,
Z DRERHMITI0FE R % - TH300AFED /NS L HEFETH - 7297, ?E%f

HLid, HEOHLEBY OSREROBEEMNED, JURTEAL L AN %

W) HHEDWIIE-DTH 5,

7Ty K7 = KO LHEROEEICLY, 7)< A, Ao L0k
RIED ST A AL, HbERLMRME L CRESNDZ LIk
72o BIZIE, RRERICOZENIZENT ) LALLM - A TA T ED
LA DOEHES (Thanksgiving) &, 19K I1C& b &, ) ¥ h— VKR
KR ERMZMELEOONDL, BRRITOEN T ) A XOEKERIET 2 1)
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[Abstract in English]

English Puritanism in the Context of the International
Calvinist Movement

— From the English Reformation to the Formation
of the North American Puritan Colonies —

S. Masui

This study explores the historical roots of English and American Puritanism, which
finds its crucial period of formation in the context of the international Calvinist movement
both in continental Europe and in England. Calvinism became an international school
of religion from 1541 when Calvin, originally a Frenchman and then a religious refugee,
settled in Geneva, and when his ideas were disseminated on both sides of the Atlantic
through a Calvinist diaspora in Holland, Switzerland, the German states, England,
Ireland and the North American colonies. As Calvin was not an isolated figure in the
Reformed school, Calvinism was shaped through the interactive dialogues among the
leading Protestant figures, who shared the same zeal for reforming Christianity in
Europe. The first part of this study focuses on the historical context of the English
Protestant Reformation and closely analyzes the beginning of the Puritan movement in
Elizabethan England. The second part focuses on the dissemination of Calvinist ideas
in the North American colonies, not only in Puritan New England but also in Virginia,
an Anglican colony. By looking at the founding of the English Puritan colonies as a
part of the international Calvinist movement, this study challenges the prevailing
claim that New England Puritans are the forefathers of an isolated American national
identity. Rather, this study sees English and American Puritanism as a developing
phase in the international Calvinist movement on both sides of the Atlantic.
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The Challenge of African Christianity

J. N. Jennings

In an essay entitled “The Challenge of African Theology” in the 1998 Christ and
World, 1 introduced some significant themes and personalities from the world of
African theology. Here I want to give a somewhat more composite and concrete
introduction of Christianity in Africa, along with some of the stimuli it offers to
Christianity in Japan, and indeed worldwide. The topic is too massive to tackle in a
single study of this nature: the reader thus needs to consult some of the very fine
survey works on African Christianity that have appeared in recent years." For our
purposes here, I will focus on three locations I was able to visit recently. More than a
travelogue, what I hope to offer is a descriptive analysis that offers several instructive
lessons as we enter a new century and millennium.

Akropong, Ghana

Akropong is situated among foothills approximately 50 kilometers north of
Ghana’s coastal capital of Accra. While a small town by some standards, Akropong
has been a traditional seat of cultural and political influence. Continuing evidence of
that importance is the fact that it is the administrative seat of the Eastern Region, one
of Ghana’s ten regional administrative centers.

Ghana was the first European colony in Africa to gain independence after World
War II; the former Gold Coast had been a British colony from 1902 to 1957. Europeans
first started arriving in the fifteenth century. Primarily they were Portuguese in search
of trade, and the limited contact that took place between foreigner and resident was
largely confined to coastal regions. The inland connections that did develop facilitated
growth of the horrific transatlantic slave trade, in which British and Spanish traders
also played their own dishonorable parts.

From the early days of the European presence there, certain chaplains who had
come ministered among other ex-patriots residing along the coast. Ventures further
inland did not begin until the early nineteenth century. As for Akropong, the first
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Christian missionary arrived in 1835. I will relate the story as it developed from that
point a little later.

Before describing Christianity’s history there I want to talk about present-day
Akropong. Certainly one of the most striking features of life there is the people’s
infectious joy, openness and strong sense of community. After being in Akropong just
a few days, I found myself walking around with a smile on my face and quite naturally
greeting everyone I met. People’s houses and yards come right up to the streets (only
one of which is paved, by the way); one can quite freely cut through where others live,
exchanging greetings along the way. Most people know everyone else in the town, and
many daily activities are shared — from fetching water out of the handful of springs
and wells around town to listening to news coming from the few, blaring radios that
certain individuals possess.

Undoubtedly much of the explanation for this open, communal life is Akropong’s
small-town, rural setting. Within the town some residents operate shops stocked with
goods transported in from Accra and even internationally. Many shops, however, sell
fruits and vegetables grown in and around Akropong. Of course much of the food that
people acquire is bought and sold in the local market, the ubiquitous beehive of
African village life.

Another part of the explanation for the unmistakable openness and joy one finds
in Akropong comes from the fact that — according to most residents whom I asked —
99% of the people there are Christian. While the majority of residents are affiliated
with the Presbyterian Church, there is a wide range of Baptist, Methodist, Pentecostal,
Charismatic and independent churches in and around Akropong. The Presbyterians
trace their history back the furthest, to the time missionaries from the Basel Mission
arrived in the 1830s. Since those beginnings over 160 years ago, Christianity in
Akropong has spread throughout the town and the surrounding region to the point of
constituting the overwhelming majority of religious affiliation.

The fact in—and—of—itself that Christianity in Akropong has such a long and
established history should be convincing enough proof that Akropong is no longer
simply a “mission field.” It should also demonstrate that the Christian Church there is
not just a so-called “younger church,” but that it has its own integrity and identity to
be respected by other parts of the worldwide body of Christ. Christians in Akropong
trace their own, African-Christian heritage back over several generations. The
maturity of the Church can be seen as well in its security to recognize the important
roles in their own history played by Swiss and Scottish missionaries. (The latter came
during World War I, and hence the church became Presbyterian.) Thus, for example,
the shield of the Presbyterian Church in Ghana has incorporated elements from
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Switzerland, Scotland and Ghana to show the different nationalities that God has used
to build His Church in Ghana.

Besides having a long history, the development of Christianity in Akropong is a
fascinating story and merits at least a brief summary here.? Missionaries sent by the
Basel Mission first arrived in “the Gold Coast” in 1828. Sadly, however, the first six
died in the unfamiliar climate. The seventh, Andrew Riis, sought more agreeable
surroundings further inland in the cooler hills, eventually settling in Akropong. Two
missionary colleagues who had arrived as reinforcements died, and Riis began to
experience health problems himself. As a last resort he drank the local medicine, and
surprisingly his health improved. Even so, political disturbances and for the sake of
his wife’s and his own health led to Riis’ decision to return to Europe, arriving in Basel
in July, 1940.

Although Riis’ drinking of the local medicine — unthinkable, really, to a
“civilized” European — had served to build trust with the people of Akropong, after
years of missionary work there were still no converts. Before Riis departed the local
chief stated the situation in the following way to Riis: “When God created the world he
made book for the whiteman and fetish or juju for the blackman, but if you could show
us some blackmen who could read the whiteman’s book, then we would surely follow
you.” The implications of this statement became evident only after Riis had returned to
Europe. Defeated and facing the mission authorities’ imminent decision to discontinue
the whole Gold Coast enterprise, Riis recalled the chief’s statement. Upon discussions
with the mission and its new energetic director, the idea arose to arrange for some
Jamaican Christians to move to Akropong to demonstrate to the chief and his people
that black people as well can and should believe the Bible’s message. The result was 24
Christians from Jamaica arriving in 1843 to live in Akropong. That was the key step in
the ensuing breakthrough of the gospel, beginning with students followed by many
others confessing faith in Jesus Christ.

The missionaries and people of Akropong had put up a primary school not long
after Riis’ second arrival, constructed of rock dug and hewn locally. A theological
college for training evangelists and catechists soon followed, and the inevitable gap
between the primary school and college was soon filled by a new middle school. All of
these schools still function today as the official, government-recognized educational
institutions for that area.

Undeniably, then, Christianity in Akropong has a long and rich history. One issue
that the churches thus now face — especially the “Christ Presbyterian Church,” which
is the oldest, largest and most prestigious church in town — is a degree of external
religion, or formal church membership that lacks the substance of heart commitment.
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One must recognize this matter to avoid idealizing or romanticizing Christianity in
Akropong. And while surely the many residents who asserted that 99% of the town is
Christian were telling the truth, one can assume that part of that 99% are Christian
only in name or by lineage.

Alongside this particular warning are several positive points of challenge and
encouragement. One of those is the international character of the Christianity in
Akropong. This is particularly true of its history, proudly recognized and treasured by
the Christians today. Currently the overwhelming majority of the Christian community
is native to Akropong, but there are also some surviving descendants of the Christians
who moved from the West Indies. “Kingston Street,” named after Jamaica’s capital,
recognizes where these Jamaicans built their homes. The list of pastors of Christ
Presbyterian Church includes John Hall, who was of Jamaican descent. The European
missionary contributions are not disdained but genuinely appreciated, not just for
starting churches but also for the socio-economic benefits they brought.?

Related is the evident intercultural nature of Christianity in Akropong. Among
the various cultural inputs into worship and daily life, the local flavor has been the
strongest, as it should be. As for language, most everyone living in Akropong speaks
the local Twi, and almost everyone speaks English. The particular worship service I
attended was conducted in Twi, the usual practice. Even so the sermon was in English,
because the preacher — a teacher at the theological college — is from outside the local
area and does not speak Twi. It should be noted as well that many people speak several
other languages spoken in the general vicinity of Akropong. The multi-lingual capacity
of people not just in Akropong, but throughout much of Africa, is a challenge to the
monolingual provincialism of much of the Church in places like Japan and North America.

Another thought-provoking point is the relation in Akropong between Christianity
and state-sponsored or public spheres of life. The example of the schools has already
been cited. They are fully church-run, while functioning as the local public schools. I
believe it is the case that in other locations in Ghana (the north, for example) Muslim
schools serve in a similar capacity. What happens with children from dissenting
families I do not know, but the mere existence of an arrangement such as that in
Akropong — which appears to work well and to most everyone’s satisfaction — serves
as an example of a creative “church-state” relationship tailored to a particular situation.

A similar example can be found in the cordial, mutually supportive relationship
between the church and traditional tribal rulers. These chiefs, called kings or queens
by some as the case may be, are openly professing Christians and are actively involved
in the life of local churches. In the Christ Presbyterian Church sanctuary the “royals”
have special designated seats, the most outstanding of which is a small white “throne”
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for the uppermost chief. In terms of what might be understand as more civil
responsibilities, the Christian “royals” continue certain traditional practices, for
example paying respect to and consulting ancestors. Some Christian thinkers in
Akropong (especially including Dr. Kwame Bediako, who appears in my previous
article) want to challenge this totally amicable relationship from the Scriptures,
especially as they speak in the local Twi language in terms of Christ ruling on the
chief’s “black stool,” the official and most sacred place of royal authority. Be that as it
may, as exemplified by the kindness shown by the chief in Akropong to the earliest
missionary the relationship between church and traditional ruler has always been
smooth and on good terms.*

One contributing factor to this cordial, mutually supportive relationship has been
the socio-economic benefits to Akropong associated with the coming of Christianity.
Education has perhaps played the major role in bringing these benefits. Various people
have thus not only advanced their own positions within Akropong, but many have
gone on for further education and prestigious careers elsewhere. Many of those who
have left have also returned, and thus one meets throughout the town an incredibly
high percentage of people with graduate and postgraduate degrees (including many
from Britain, the former colonial master). Such a phenomenon breaks inherited
stereotypes many non-Africans have of illiterate jungle inhabitants who are incapable
of achieving the highest levels of intellectual endeavors.

On my last day in Ghana, I went to the capital city of Accra before flying out that
evening. The urban-rural contrast between Accra and Akropong was unmistakable.
Accra is a major but third-world city: there appears to be much congestion and poverty
existing alongside the various construction projects underway. There are a number of
different types of Christian churches, but so are there Moslem mosques as well as a sea
of unbelief with regards to any sort of religious faith. Akropong, on the other hand, is a
Christian town in a rural setting. Insofar as Japanese Protestantism has a history of
focusing on urban settings for the growth it has experienced, one point of stimulation
from Ghana is the need for a fresh look in Japan at the viability and importance of
rural and small-town church life.

Before moving to East Africa, I would also like to note a challenge to Ghanaian
Christians that Japanese Christianity offers. That challenge primarily consists in the
call and need to be interested in new concerns outside themselves, for example the
Church in Japan. The connection that churches in Ghana — including the Presbyterian
Church that began in Akropong — have had with the West, especially Britain, have
been practically exclusive of other possible international relationships. Now that we
are in a truly worldwide age of Christianity, Ghanaian churches face the challenge of
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exploring new vistas in the roles they can play within that global Christianity. Knowing
about Christianity in Japan is one step toward that end.

Kampala, Uganda

After a long, overnight plane ride during which we passed out of and into three
time zones,’ I found myself in Uganda, the “Pearl of Africa.” Unlike my time in the
rural, small-town setting of Akropong, I was in and around Uganda’s capital city of
Kampala. I was privileged to stay in the guest quarters of Makerere University, East
Africa’s first university, founded in 1957. I was also able to speak to a Sociology of
Religion class on campus there, as well as have time with numerous Christian leaders
and students in theological schools around the city.

One striking theme that kept emerging during my stay in Kampala was that of
so-called “nation building.” Christians in Uganda are aware of their country’s wider
socio-political issues, whether they be government corruption, urbanization or
development. The churches are also aware of the important roles they have to play in
helping to shape Uganda as it moves into the next millennium. I found myself reminded
of Christian leaders in Meiji Japan — Uemura, Uchimura, et al — who not only wanted
to see more individuals come to faith in Christ, but also gave their lives towards realizing
a new, “Christian” modern Japan.

One should quickly point out, however, that — while there are some similarities
— the current era in Uganda is different from that of Meiji Japan. The basic goal of
Meiji Japan was to achieve equal status with the Western imperial powers; Uganda, on
the other hand, is simply seeking to improve its overall social, economic and political
conditions. Meiji Japan sought to protect its independence from the threat of the West;
Uganda has already gained its independence from Britain. And the goal held by
Japanese Christians and missionaries of a Christian Japan notwithstanding, Meiji
Japan had basically no internal Christian critical mass; Uganda, on the other hand, has
a strong Christian ethos and many Christians in positions of major political responsibility.
For further comparison’s sake, however, we should note that there is not the background
of a centuries-old “Christendom” which often seems to drive Evangelical American
efforts to steer the United States towards “traditional morality and godliness.” In this
last sense Uganda and Japan share a similar heritage.

Not unrelated to the theme of “nation building” is the way that the churches in
Uganda have been shaped in the crucible of suffering under the regimes of Milton
Obote and Idi Amin, a period stretching from independence in 1963 through the mid-
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1980s. Much earlier, the very first Christian martyrs in Uganda died in the 1890s, two
decades after missionaries first arrived in 1877. More recently, Christians (and Asians
in general) were persecuted in a particularly harsh way during Idi Amin’s brutal eight-
year 1971-1979 reign. Openly espousing Islam, Amin and his fellow thugs simply
eliminated whomever they wished. The harshness of the persecution abated after
Amin was deposed and Obote returned to power. Since the mid-1980s peace has come,
slowly but more surely than before. Uganda’s current president, Yoweri Kaguta Museveni,
solicits Christians’ input in leading the nation forward towards becoming a healthier
democracy and more vibrant economy. There are exciting possibilities ahead for
Uganda, and Christians are actively involved in helping to build their nation in the
wake of the often horrific suffering from which they emerged only 20 years ago.

As for where these church leaders live and work, there seem to be a disproportionate
number in urban settings — Kampala in particular — in relation to Uganda’s still
predominately rural population. One can perhaps say that at this point there is a bit of
similarity with the Protestant churches in Japan and their historic tendency to gravitate
towards city life. One must not quickly draw too many parallels here, however, since
Uganda is vastly more agricultural and rural than Japan has been since approximately
100 years ago. Nevertheless, church leaders in Uganda as well as in Japan can learn
from the Ghanaian example, cited earlier, which is more proportianately rural in terms
of where the leadership actually functions.

Religious plurality was evident as I traveled about Kampala. The vast majority of
the population (approximately 85% I am told) is Christian, most of whom are either
Catholic or Anglican. On the Sunday morning I was there, it seemed as though most
everyone was walking to a church service somewhere, all with Bibles in hand. At the
same time there is also a visible Muslim presence. A number of Muslim believers
gather at the appointed times for prayer in the mosques that are located throughout
Kampala. There are also large Hindu and Bahai temples in prominent locations.

During a breakfast meeting I had with about 30 Evangelical leaders, one of the
themes that arose in our discussions was relationships between Ugandans and ex-
patriot missionaries. Rare was the case, it was said, where there was real trust and
mutual respect. It is still the case that missionaries coming to Uganda (now including a
substantial number of missionaries from Korea) have substantially more financial
resources than their Ugandan colleagues. What inhibits the building of trust, so I was
told, is when that disparity is not offset by a posture by the missionary of humility and
sharing life together.

Nowadays the disparity in financial resources available to ex-patriot missionary
and to Japanese Christians is certainly different than in Uganda — perhaps even directly
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opposite. Nevertheless the lesson of the missionary’s posture and the need for relationships
of trust is a common and worldwide concern.

One final word about Uganda: there is an abundance of natural beauty. Kampala
itself is constructed on 12 hills, reminding me at least of such beautiful cities as
Edinburgh and San Francisco. I got my richest taste of Uganda’s beauty when friends
drove me east of Kampala about 90 minutes to the source of the Nile River, where it
emerges from Lake Victoria. Lush green, a variety of bright tropical blooms and of
course the majestic river itself were breathtakingly gorgeous and somehow typically
“African” in that setting. There is no lack of beauty in the “Pearl of Africa,” and one
really has to see it in person to know what I mean.

Nairobi, Kenya

As my trip progressed from Akropong to Kampala to Nairobi, I was gradually
moving upward on a scale of “development.” I had left the United States to go to
Akropong; by the time I arrived in Nairobi I felt as if I returned to the U.S. The relative
economic prosperity in Nairobi is very evident, as well as the apparent socio-political
stability. Indeed for all of East Africa Nairobi serves as a hub of travel, communication
and political stature. (For instance, even though Japan has an embassy in Kampala, a
Ugandan wishing to visit Japan must go to the Japanese Embassy in Nairobi to
acquire a visa.)

While Kenya has about as high of a Christian percentage as does Uganda, one
senses a much stronger ex-patriot missionary presence there, at least in Nairobi. Many
of the missionaries are involved in theological education in relation to the numerous
theological institutions in the area, e.g., Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of
Theology, Nairobi International School of Theology and Daystar University. I should
add that the missionary presence seems more distinctively American than in either
Uganda or Ghana, despite the fact that Kenya as well was British-ruled.

One important, cross-cultural missionary outreach that is taking place in Nairobi
is that of African-Kenyans to Indian-Kenyans. As was the case in Uganda and other
parts of East and South British Africa, Indians were brought in starting about 100
years ago to manage construction projects (e.g., railroads) and financial institutions.
Asians have tended to be at the upper end of the socio-economic ever since, and they
have thus been resented — to the point of being thrown out of Uganda under Amin,
for example. More relevant to the point here is that, while the churches throughout
East Africa have experienced tremendous growth since the revivals of the 1930s and

71



FUAMEMF 1075 (20004F)

1960s, until recently that growth has not included outreach to the Asian (Indian)
communities. The latter have simply been viewed as “having their own religion.”
However, I was privileged to preach in a new house church in Nairobi that has an
African-Kenyan pastor but that is specifically aiming to reach out to the large number
of Asians in Nairobi. There are several other similar groups that have sprung up.
These can serve as a confirming example to similar efforts that are taking place in
Japan to include within the scope of gospel outreach other resident nationalities.

Overall Summary

By way of a summary, four main points of challenge come from considering
Christianity in Africa:

1. First is the phenomenal twentieth-century growth of the Christian Church
throughout most of sub-Sahara Africa. In most all places — including in Ghana,
Uganda and Kenya — there was a nineteenth-century beginning of Christianity.®
Spurts of growth occurred at particular times, but the greatest overall growth
throughout the three British-ruled territories’ considered here in this essay took place
in the twentieth century. That the Christian populations in these three countries is now
approximately 50%, 85% and 75% of the total respective populations testifies to the
significance of the growth, despite the image many still have of Africa as strictly a so-
called “mission field.” Such growth should be both an encouraging challenge to the
Church in Japan, which still seems to languish at 1% of the total population, as well as
compelling evidence to adjust our missiological view of the world.

2. On the one hand African Christianity’s variety of relationships to the West and
modernity has differed from Japan’s relationship to the West. Africa was colonized,
Japan was not (although in many ways the postwar Allied Occupation was a de facto
colonization). With the exception of parts of South Africa, and possibly Kenya and
Nigeria, much of modernity is still on the horizon; Japan modernized 100 years ago.
Indigenous leadership in the mission churches in Africa has emerged only in recent
decades; Japanese leadership in most mission churches assumed control very early on.

On the other hand, there is the similarity of both Africa and Japan having received
Christianity through the West. As to causes of the contrasting rates of growth, one
could point to the contrasting pre-Christian religions — so-called “primal religions”
versus a “Japanism” having a strong background dose of Buddhism — with which the
gospel interacted. Whatever the case, Christianity in Japan must break out of its still
almost exclusive connections with the West (especially North America) and realize the
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benefits to be gained from relationships with churches in other parts of the world, in
this case Africa.

3. The growth and quality of Christianity in Africa — along with the nature of life
there that I at least experienced — exposes assumptions held by many of us from the
“developed world.” Most (sub-Saharan) Africans are Christians; they are not animistic
cannibalistic savages. There is an abundance of beauty and tropical foods in most
places. In some cities there are modern facilities. Planes flown by African pilots fly
efficiently and safely. And as I described in my earlier article, there is first-rate
theology being articulated by our African colleagues, our continuing neglect of which
is to our peril.

4. Finally, in Africa there is a fresh gospel-culture dynamism. The gospel’s entrance
into life there is still recent enough not to have become stagnant, even though in certain
places such as Akropong there is the challenge of confronting mere “formal Christianity.”
The freshness of the gospel-culture encounter means that real, important issues arise,
e.g. the relationship between Christ’s lordship and the traditional, sacral rule of tribal
chiefs. The freshness also can mean that certain important dichotomies, e.g., “Evangelical”
versus “Liberal,” can be overcome in favor of new, creative frameworks. What about
building a new Uganda? How will development affect the good aspects of traditional
personhood and community? What about the ancestors our leaders have always
consulted? These deep, real-life questions are the ones Christians in sub-Sahara Africa
are forced to ask in light of what the Bible teaches.

Furthermore, God teaches people there in sub-Sahara Africa, just like He does
elsewhere, directly in their mother tongues. Christianity is for all peoples, not just a
certain niche that speaks a particular, allegedly holy language. The God of the Bible is
that great. He is the God of all peoples throughout the world: African, Japanese, Western
or whatever. Our fresh challenge and responsibility heading into a new millennium is
to follow and serve this God within the global context over which He rules, and within
which He continues to work.

Endnotes

1 Two of the best, most recent and easily accessible works are Elizabeth Isichei’s A History of
Christianity in Africa : From Antiquity to the Present (Africa World Press Inc., 1995) and
Mark R. Shaw’s The Kingdom of God in Africa: A Short History of African Christianity
(Baker Book House, 1997).

2 Sources I have used in compiling this history include a “Souvenir Programme” for the 150-
year anniversary celebration of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana (Nana Addo Birikorang,
comp. and ed., Special Okuapeman Durbar in honour of National Delegates to the Synod.
Presbyterian Church of Ghana. Akropong: Cultural Research Centre, 1998) and a booklet
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written for the same occasion by Edward Reynolds entitled Akropong Akuapem Presbyterian
Church, 1835 to 1985 (Presby. Press, Accra). More information about these and other sources
can be obtained from the author.
One of the current traditional rulers over Akuapem, the area surrounding Akropong, has
written as follows:
The introduction of Christianity and Education in Akuapem since 21st March 1835 has
created one of the greatest heritage and a major contributive factor to the wind of cultural
change for the people of Akuapem.... The Missionaries established an educational
system, and introduced many new crops and technical skills, organised commerce in
imported goods and devised an orthography for the Twi languages.
Nana Addo Birikorang, “Akuapem and Change,” in Birikorang, comp. and ed., 1998, p. 4.
Aseadeeyo Addo Dankwa III — who bears the title “Okuapehene and Vice-President, Eastern
Region House of Chiefs” — is described in the above-mentioned “souvenir programme” as a
“Product of Christianity and Education.” The following statement follows: “The tradition
continues with his close co-operation with the Church which his ancestors started 150 years
ago.” Birikorang, comp. and ed., 1998, p. 1.
On a personal note, this plane trip across Africa was an instance of my inherited images of
Africa (and Africans) coming to the fore. My flights to and from Africa were on western
carriers, but from Ghana to East Africa I flew on an African airline. I found myself wondering
if the pilots and other airline personnel were technologically capable. Of course they were,
and the trip went without a hitch.
The first Christian missionaries arrived in present-day Ghana soon after Portuguese traders
first starting coming ashore in the fifteenth century. The effect of such ministry was minimal,
however, especially in relation to non-Europeans.
Ghana — the “Gold Coast” — and Kenya were British Colonies; Uganda was a British Protectorate.
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[Abstract in English]
The Challenge of African Christianity

J. N. Jennings

This essay can be considered as “Part Two” of an article published two years ago in
Christ and World entitled “The Challenge of African Theology.” The earlier study
introduced certain important twentieth-century African theologians. Here strongholds
of Christianity in three countries within sub-Saharan Africa are described: Ghana,
Uganda and Kenya. The author was able to visit these three places in January, 1999.
This report thus draws on personal observation as well as other relevant materials.
Besides offering information that likely will be new to many readers, the study sug-
gests certain points of challenge to Christians in Japan.
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[Abstract in English]

“Wa” in Japanese Culture and “Unity” Given
by Christ in the Gospel

M. Kurasawa

“Groupism,” one of the characteristics of Japanese culture drives towards conformity.
The spirit of “wa” has supported this groupism since ancient times. This article will
investigate its mechanism, critique it, and, if possible, evangelize it in the light of the
“unity” given by Christ.

“Wa” in Japanese Culture. “Wa” as described by the Seventeen Constitution of Shotoku
Taishi is the fundamental spirit for “moral nation building.” It is also the prin-ciple of
community that strengthens religious solidarity. From the ancient times to the present,
Japan has cultivated this group conformity by the spirit of “wa.” The individual is
recognized only as an opposite to groupism.

Japanese “Wa” and “Unity” Given by Christ: A Study in Encounter. The biblical concept
that is similar to Japanese “wa” might be “in union as a body.” The Bible clearly supports
“unity in diversity.” The individual, in the Emperor-centered religious ritual community,
is forced to assimilate to a certain group; but in Christ-centered community, the individual
is led to the harmonious union with Christ through the church even while keeping his/her
identity. “Wa” in Christianity is unity in diversity, especially our respect for and our
identification with the less respectable. The key to doing this is to follow in the steps of
Christ's reconciling work.
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[Abstract in English]
Thing, Man, and Physics
H. Inagaki

The last article “Things, Human Beings, and Physics” (1984) by Katsumi Takizawa is
considered. His “pure theo-anthropology,” in which he dialogues with old-fashioned
positivism, is criticized from the standpoint of recent science. Ideas in recent science,
such as chaos theory or complexity theory, emphasize the indeterminacy of the future
behavior of things. Recent life science also teaches us that there is more freedom in the
human personality than so-called genetic determinism would indicate. Psyche provides
brain synapses with “information” through small fluctuations that are amplified by
chaos to become a working brain with the holistic qualities of thinking and feeling.
Information here means more than a metaphor; rather it functions as a concept
interconnecting science, philosophy, and theology. If psyche and synapses interact with
each other through information, it can be hypothesized that God’s Spirit interacts with
psyche and synapses through information. God interacts with matter freely and
personally through information instead of energy. Thus Takizawa’s understanding of
the God-human relationship (Urfaktum Immanuel) should be revised. I would suggest
my notion of Transcendental Hermeneutics as a point of departure for such a revision.
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Missing the Message of Babel:

Dismantling Misconceptions

Joseph W. Poulshock

Introduction

This paper is not a proof for the existence of God; it does not decry the processes
of language change throughout time, and though it is about language, it is not specifically
about the origin of language. It is also not an attempt to impose religious dogma on
linguistics, nor is it an endeavor to reinvent and euphemize fringe ideas into the study
of language origins. Though a few of its points may traverse the trivial for some readers,
these details do appeal for more careful scholarship, which is no triviality. For example,
if botanists were to say that references to rain, plants, and sunshine in Chaucer’s
Canterbury Tales show serious delusions in the poet’s understanding of photosynthesis,
then we could say that these guys have missed the point. In the same way, this paper
dispels myths about the Genesis Babel Story, which academic writers, including linguists,
inadvertently advance in their literature. These mis-references often miss the beauty
and appeal of the ancient and profound story — which besides its classical significance
presents a relevant critique of the modern world, human language, and the human
condition. Hence, in this paper I attempt to refresh our understanding of the Babel Story,
clarify popular misunderstandings, and demonstrate its relevance and value to the
modern reader.

Materialist Myths and Misconceptions
The Tower of Babel is a popular, positive, and albeit quaint image in linguistics
and literature, which often symbolizes anything to do with language and its study.

However, it is also frequently the focus of debate, criticism, or incidental jabs by some
scholars. (See Pennock, 1999). Ironically, Jewish and Christian commentators have often
inspired these detractions, an issue we will look at later, but as we shall see, these
dispraises do not necessarily arise from the Babel Story itself. Hence, first we will look
at some main misconceptions about Babel, show how these ideas misinform us, and in
turn how a fairer reading may inform and even instruct us.
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Figure 1: Myths and Misconceptions about the Story of Babel

—

. The Babel Account announces the special creation of diverse languages. (Pennock, 1999,
120-125)

2. Contradicting linguistic fact, Babel denies the principle of language change. (Pennock, 1999,
120-125)

3. Babel suggests language “change is a consequence of human arrogance” (Crystal, 1997, 335).

4. The Story of Babel suggests linguistic diversity is bad-the result of a divine curse. (Aitchison
1996, 30)

5. The Babel Story implies that a fixed linguistic system is better than an adaptive one. (Aitchison
1996, 29)

6. Concern over events in the story, including the one language issue, is fully irrational. (Van
Eck, 1998)

7. Changes in Babel interpretations through the centuries are retreats from the relentless

manifest destiny of science (White 1896, Pennock 1999).

Laying Misconceptions to Rest
Regarding the idea of the special creation of languages, it is important to note

that the Babel text does not use any form of the word “create.” It states “Let us confuse
their language. .. so the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth” (Genesis
11:7-8, NIV). Hence, the text is not about the “special creation” of languages, like Pennock
(1999) insists, and it is only indirectly about the origin of diverse language groups.
Rather, it is mainly about the scattering of the Babylonians, (Cassuto 1964), as I will
discuss in detail later. To emphasize then, the text mentions not linguistic “creation,”
and even linguistic diversity and especially the tower are not thematically central. The
point is: scattering.

The problem is that commentators and critics alike have asked the text to give
more than it offers. A careful reading suggests that the confusion and scattering of
languages are one (Kiuchi, 1999). Moreover, although the typical understanding
considers confusion the cause of scattering, actually cause and result interpretation
may also go beyond what the text says. That is, the text does not clearly assert cause
and effect. Confusion and scattering are simply one. Thus incidentally, cause and effect
renderings of the text could go either way. Westermann (1974, 553) states “those dispersed
over the face of the earth develop different languages and can no longer understand
each other.” In this reading, scattering actually causes the diversity of languages —
and not vice versa: “Let’s confuse their language, so the LORD scattered them.” This
view sees the Babel text poetically summarizing a history of ethnic dispersion and
linguistic diversification — under divine judgement and providence.

In any case, the above paragraph thoroughly hamstrings Pennock’s already
impaired idea that the Babel Story denies the scientific principle of language change.
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First Pennock and others commit the hermeneutical muff of anachronistically asking
the ancient author a question that he did not consider. That would be like saying: “Hey
Moses, what is your view of lexical diffusion in historical linguistics?” when Moses would
have never heard of the technical term lexical diffusion. Nevertheless, Pennock’s poorly
timed, confused, and superficial understanding of Babel forces him to miss the most
basic point: the scattering and confusing of languages. This is hardly a denial of language
change. Moreover, although modern scientific questions were not in the mind of the
ancient writer, it is ironic and sardonic (especially for Pennock) that one interpretation
of Babel may even foreshadow some of the principles of historical linguistics. That is,
“when people move away from each other, their language will diverge” (Crystal 1997).
In addition, the comments that (again anachronistic) that the story suggests a fixed
linguistic system is better than an adaptive one, that linguistic diversity is bad, (Aitchison
1996), resulting solely from human arrogance (Crystal 1997) simply do not relate to
what it says. Such stray dog interpretations seem to stem from commentator speculation
or from a breakdown in Grice’s “cooperative principle.” I call this breakdown the
“uncooperative principle” which occurs when a reader assumes what the writer says is
irrelevant or uninformative. This also is breaks the “assumption principle,” (the first
thing I learned in college): “Don’t assume anything because this makes an ‘ass’ out of
You’ and ‘me.
we can easily understand the dispersion as not only punitive, but also protective and

I

Nevertheless, as I will demonstrate later, using the cooperative principle

therefore positive, and this sheds a different light on the sense and motive of the text.

The next misplaced impression relates to the alleged irrationality of concern over
the events in the story, including the “one language” issue (Van Eck, 1998). This voice
impugns the main character of this story for whining and whimpering. “Oh no the
tower is too high! The people all speak one language. They’ll be too powerful for me.”
This approach of course fails to employ the cooperative principle, which on the contrary,
might move the reader to ask: “What strivings of nations might possibly motivate the
Hebrew writer to interpret Babel events as so influenced by Sovereign Providence?” This
question produces many more helpful insights about this story, its relation to language
and the human condition than the flat, flatulent, and forced incubations of Van Eck. In
addition, these insights, which follow the inklings of the cooperative principle, will
form the main thrust of the last section of this paper.

However, before beginning that last section, it is important to deal with the most
significant fuzzy reflections about the Babel Story. That is, changes in Babel interpretations
through the centuries are retreats from the relentless manifest destiny of science. This
idea appears in the now discredited The History of the Warfare of Science with Theology,
by Andrew White (1896), and is parroted by Pennock (1999). Now although some
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speculations of the meaning of Babel have changed with the increase of knowledge, the
amusing thing is that the story itself has not changed in thousands of years! Thus, if
some theologians have retreated from their Babel-conjectures (the idea, for example, that
Hebrew was the first language,) it is because they were highly hypothetical and had
not much to do with the story itself. Moreover, those who hold Babel commentators
accountable for revisions need also to hold their disciplines to the same standards, for
the history of science — thankfully as a matter of policy — is full of revisions from
some pretty preposterous hypotheses. For example, the now forsaken theories regarding
flat-earth, motionless-light, weightless-air, bleeding the sick, and the Nebraska Man
fossil (which was a pig’s tooth) are scientific revisions of problems that do not stem
from theological or teleological premises.

Poetic License and Justice Renewed

In short, critics and commentators have often imposed inappropriate standards on
the Babel text, forcing it to answer questions that it does not ask. These impositions
coerced the text to speak where it was silent, and thus helped bring the dialog between
science and religion on this topic into awkward and unfruitful exchanges. A more

helpful approach for commentators might be a “theology of silence,” that is, not to
speculate where scripture is silent, and to follow Augustine’s ancient but amazingly
appropriate admonition®. He states that it is a shame for commentators to talk “nonsense
on these topics” and make “utterly foolish and obviously untrue statements” which
cause people. . .[to] think our sacred writers held such opinions. These “foolish opinions”
force the dialog between science and faith into the twilight zone of inanity. Thus, it
would be better for these commentators to contemplate the implications of scripture in
modern contexts without mechanically and speculatively answering questions that
ancients did not even consider. Not that we should avoid considering modern questions
in light of ancient texts like scripture, but that we should contemplate them without
foisting anachronistic, spurious, and graceless interpretations up the texts. Moreover,
for those who poke fun in “chronological snobbery” (Lewis, 1955) at the Babel Story, it
might be appropriate to use the “cooperative principle” and not assume that simply
because a text is old that it is extraneous or asinine.

Conversely, when one assumes the “cooperative principle” regarding the Babel
Story, a number of positive insights emerge. First, when one considers the social, political,
religious, and artistic milieu of the text, it takes on a richer sense. In particular, the
poetic and artistic elements are interesting. The eminent commentator Cassuto (1964)
indicates the text is a poetic, satirical, and polemical protest against the social evils
and ideologies of nations neighboring the Hebrews. Moreover, Cassuto places the text
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squarely in the genre of poetry as it employs numerous literary devices, which are of
course, lost in translation. These devices include: two paragraphs in antithetic parallel
form and content’, a melodic leitmotif throughout the text using the Hebrew letters,
“Beth, Lamedh, and Nun,” extended use of alliteration, examples of pun, word play,
etc. Besides this artistic focus, Cassuto correctly clarifies that the poem is not mainly
about the tower, nor even primarily about linguistic origins, but mainly about the
dispersion of a powerful nation. With this in mind, a new title for the text may be in
order, e.g.: The Poem of Babel Scattered.

I have taken some artistic license to poetically expand upon the text, not only to
show what it might look like poetically, but also to bring out other insights that we
often loose in more wooden, stretched, or artless interpretations. Hence, here is my
interpretive version of the poem — as a poetic cry for justice.

The whole world was of one word, Let us stir up for ourselves a city

Speaking the same speech, And a tower of power,

The totalitarian tongue Topping up to the heavens;

Of the oppressor Babylon will bring us on

The dialect of the despotic Getting us to the gates of gods

And so as things progressed Let's take the title

As they sojourned from the east, And do the dynastic deed

They found a plain Lest we be scattered and divided

Another place to dominate Quer the face of the whole earth.

With their wily ways and words

Moving in on the simple soil of Shinar, And The Most High came down on low

And in mumbled manifest destiny 10 see the city and the tiny tower

They dwelt there. Which the little children of men had built.
And The True One chided,

And they babbled over to each other Look the people is one,

Come on, let’s bake up some bricks, They reign with one language,

And burn them best we can Dictating delusive dominion

And they just had brick for stone, And now in their undue union

And only asphalt for mortar They will be unhindered and unbridled

Tinker toy technology In all they wish to undo

For their pretentious plans So come, let us go down

“Our skyscrapers made of sand 1o their condescension

Will weather the winds of time!” And there confound their fusion

And they said, come on, And confuse their communication,
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Descending with division Not the highway up to heaven

Upon their racist vision But the dirt road toward dereliction

Releasing aphasic retribution Because the Sovereign Creator

Upon their rapacious prose of poison Confounded them and their words

That they may not comprehend Which wielded the whole world

One another's speech, In the whip of unwise miseducation

That they may not spoil nor scorch Yet in wisdom, He wrestled the weak

The earth or squelch its peoples From their vice grip and lip

So the Sovereign One scattered them And so diverse tongues

Quver the face of the whole earth. Toned the praises of Providence,
For protections of deliverance

And they failed to finish the city. Singing satire and parody of

Therefore, we mock this Babel, Bungled Babel pretense

This clamor of confusion, For the Sovereign LORD scattered them

For Babylon became Qwer the face of the whole earth

The Poem of Babel Scattered and its Relevance Today
Besides the historical and social relevance that emanates from a poetic interpretation

like that above, the Babel Story implies other relevant insights for modern readers. In
his sharp and witty book, The Language Instinct, Steven Pinker says: “A common
language connects the members of a community into an information-sharing network
with formidable collective powers. Anyone can benefit from the strokes of genius,
lucky accidents, and trial and error wisdom accumulated by anyone else, present or
past.” (1994, 16). In a later chapter on the diversity of human language, Pinker refers
again to the idea of “common language” as mentioned in the Babel Poem. However, he
fails to mention the strong connection between the diversity of human speech versus
the power that language, let alone a common language bestows upon the humans who
speak, promote, or enforce it. In one sense then, the Verses of Babel may very well be
one of the first documented critiques about language planning, socio-lingual engineering,
and linguistic imperialism.

Moreover, as Pinker says, common speech is a convenient and powerful means to
unite and enable people to share information, but such proficiencies also produce
paradoxes and contradictions. The power to communicate does not necessarily improve
the quality of life. We express our manners, values, and morals — good or bad — through
our ability to communicate. Humans have the power to communicate invective or
peace. Words can be extremely effective vehicles of love or hate. Moreover, the power
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to communicate allows us to pass on all kinds of information: for construction or
destruction, medicine or weapons.

The assumption implicit in the Babel account is that sin (allegedly the only
empirically demonstrable Judeo-Christian doctrine) influences our power to communicate.
The more effectively we can transmit learning through language, the more power we
have to use that learning for good or for evil. Depending on the moral bent of the
communicator, enhanced communication may expedite evil or good. Thus, more power
to communicate also brings with it greater moral responsibility--on a personal and
global level. Moreover, the Babel Poem indirectly implies that we cannot be so easily
trusted with this power. Hence, we see that verbal abuse is not a new phenomenon.
Further, this poem reminds us to reflect on the problems that occur when a powerful,
large, and united speech community “verbally abuses” less powerful, smaller, or less-
united speech groups. The results are varied: French laws limiting the use of English;
political and economic decisions causing linguistic discrimination, language death, or
even ethnic cleansing.

This is our world today, but it also sounds like Babel. Our ability to communicate
with our resultant technologies (including our power to destroy the world many times
over) has done, is doing, and will continue to do great damage to our planet and its
peoples. The examples abound of lives blest or lost due to the power men have accessed
and used through the awesome wonder of language. Thus, the Babel Story reminds us
of the seriousness of the linguistic and language teaching enterprise. Those of us
teaching English (or other languages of power) need to remember we promote the
language of nuclear energy and weapons, the language of multi-national industry and
finance — enterprises often unconcerned about environmental and moral issues. That
is, teachers of languages of power need to be aware of the political, social, and moral
issues related to their work. Thus, the Babel Poem can remind us of a higher calling in
our vocation as linguists, that besides our duty for advancing linguistic technology
and education, we need to reflect on the ethical ramifications of our labor, because
language is moral stuff.

Conclusion

In sum, commentators and critics alike have misunderstood and misused the
Babel Poem. However, using the cooperative principle, we can see the ancient Hebrews
may have something pertinent and pithy to say about social and linguistic hegemony.
Moreover, the cooperative principle helps us to understand the writer’s inclination to
see Sovereign Providence moving in the history of nations — in this case in the scattering
of peoples and the diversification of languages. However, the text does not require its
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readers to come up with hocus pocus, magical, or lunatic fringe ideas about language
and culture. In particular, the cooperative principle helps us to dig deeper and see the
poetic, artistic, social, and political value of the poem. When we really study it, it
makes sense. In short then, I have endeavored to mediate light (and not so much heat)
in the dialog between science and theology regarding language and the Babel Poem, so
that those of us involved in the discussion can offer more accurate and careful scholarship
to the communities of learning we serve.

Lastly, and most importantly, the inference from the Babel Account is that there is
an answer to the problem of unchecked social and linguistic power — an answer that
goes beyond scattering and confusing speech at Babel to uniting hearts and minds at
Pentecost. This answer goes deeper than the aforementioned ethical considerations
that impinge upon linguists and language educators. It is a distinctly Christian answer,
but it is still an answer that deserves consideration in the free market of solutions to
the common problems concurrent on those who share information through language.
And this answer is the one found in the code of Genesis; the code of the Creator who
created and cares for life, and who made and speaks meaning into the diverse languages
of common people. And this answer is also in the Word of the Creator become Redeemer
in Jesus Christ who died and rose from the dead to unite the spiritually scattered people
of the world — in a common life of love and common language of peace. This answer
is an antidote to the moral disease that infects the power of language so that it can be
healed for the transmission of information that will be of true benefit for the world, its
environment, and its peoples.
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Endnotes

1 The “cooperative principle” is a term coined by philosopher Paul Grice. It refers to the “basic
expectation that participants in informational exchanges will co-operate with one another by
contributing appropriately and in a timely manner to the conversation” (Kramsch 1998).
This means that we expect people to be “informative, truthful, relevant, clear, unambiguous,
brief, and orderly” (Pinker 1994, 228). When trust does not exist, however, interlocutors may
expect each other to be uninformative, untruthful, irrelevant, unclear, ambiguous, verbose,
and un-orderly — even when they actually are keeping the cooperative principle. Thus, the
negative expectation wins over the actual keeping of the principle.

2 The passage is from De Genesi ad litteram libri duodecim (The Literal Meaning of Genesis),
AD 401415, translated by John Hammond Taylor, 1982 in Ancient Christian Writers: the
works of the Fathers in translation, v. 41 (New York: Newman Press).

“Usually, even a non-Christian knows something about the earth, the heavens, and the other
elements of this world, about the motion and orbit of the stars and even their size and relative
positions, about the predictable eclipses of the sun and moon, the cycles of the years and the
seasons, about the kinds of animals, shrubs, stones, and so forth, and this knowledge he hold
to as being certain from reason and experience. Now, it is a disgraceful and dangerous thing
for an infidel to hear a Christian, presumably giving the meaning of Holy Scripture, talking
nonsense on these topics; and we should take all means to prevent such an embarrassing
situation, in which people show up vast ignorance in a Christian and laugh it to scorn. The
shame is not so much that an ignorant individual is derided, but that people outside the
household of faith think our sacred writers held such opinions, and, to the great loss of those
for whose salvation we toil, the writers of our Scripture are criticized and rejected as unlearned
men. If they find a Christian mistaken in a field which they themselves know well and hear
him maintaining his foolish opinions about our books, how are they going to believe those
books in matters concerning the resurrection of the dead, the hope of eternal life, and the
kingdom of heaven, when they think their pages are full of falsehoods and on facts which
they themselves have learnt from experience and the light of reason? Reckless and incompetent
expounders of Holy Scripture bring untold trouble and sorrow on their wiser brethren when
they are caught in one of their mischievous false opinions and are taken to task by those who
are not bound by the authority of our sacred books. For then, to defend their utterly foolish
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and obviously untrue statements, they will try to call upon Holy Scripture for proof and even
recite from memory many passages which they think support their position, although they
understand neither what they say nor the things about which they make assertion. [1 Timothy
177
3 Here are two visual depictions of the antithetical form and content of the Babel Poem.
1. Now the whole world had one language and a common speech.
2. As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.
3. They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.”
They used brick instead of stone, and bitumen for mortar.

4. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that
reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not
be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”

5. But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men
were building.

6. The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have
begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.

7. Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand
each other.”
8. So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building
the city.
9. That is why it was called Babel — because there the LORD confused the language of the
whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth.

Antithetic Parallels in the Babel Poem in Form and Content

1. whole world...one language 9. confused language...whole world.
2. settled there... 8. scattered over all the earth...

3. They said to each other... Come, let us bake bricks... | 7. not understand each other... Come, let us go down...
4. Then they said... 6. The Lord said...
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[Abstract in English]
Missing the Message of Babel: Dismantling Misconceptions
Joseph W. Poulshock

The Genesis Babel story is well known around the world in both Judeo-Christian
and secular contexts. Yet at a popular level, many religious commentators have often
tried to read too much into the text and thus make it say more than it actually does.
Moreover, many secular scholars, including linguists, have often dismissed the story as
ancient nonsense, thus failing to notice the insight and wit that the story possesses.
Nevertheless a careful reading of the text reveals a poetic proclamation of justice and a
sharp social and spiritual commentary that we often miss in modern references to the
tower of Babel.
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[Abstract in English]

God and Nature
— The Problem of the Oriental and Western Views of Nature —

S. Obata

A famous hatku by Kaga-no-Chiyojyo goes as follows:
A morning glory,
blooming around the well bucket,
made me ask to draw water from the neighbor’s.

This essay critiques Daisetsu Susuki who, taking issues from this haiku, argues for
Buddhism in comparison to Christianity.

Daisetsu argues that in Buddhism it is prohibited to touch the beauty, whereas in
Christianity one picks up a flower, arranges it, pours chemicals on it, and examines it in
a test tube. This view is criticized by referring to Masahisa Uemura who compares
Saigyo with William Wordsworth.

When discussing the expressions such as to conquer the universe or a mountain,
Daisetsu remarks that nature in the West is always understood as confronting the
humans, which creates a conquer-or-be-conquered relationship between them. On the
contrary, however, the Biblical view of nature is that it, along with us humans, is created
by God, and suffers with us and co-exists with us. In addition, it has to be noted that
there have been numerous preserve-the-nature movements in the West which was
started by Christianity historically, embodied for example in the Royal Society for
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) of the UK and in the punishments on offenders
including fines and imprisonment.

The Japanese sense of and sympathy toward beauty, which Daisetsu intends to praise,
are exemplified in the Biblical view of nature which is expressed in the anthropomorphism
of nature, the nature-morphism of humans and God. Further the Bible also presents the
view of nature that is richly sustained by the love of the personal God. The essay ends
with a quotation from Francis of Assisi.
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[Abstract in English]
Difference of Belief and Divorce
K. Sakurai

Many Japanese Christian’s women who have non-Christian husbands fear the
possibility of a divorce granted on the grounds of a “difference of belief.” Many
Japanese cling to the “Ie” system of family relationships. The “Ie” system is based on
Ancestor worship. Japanese who understand family relationship from the standpoint
of the “Ie” system frown upon the wife’s having a religious belief different from that of
her husband. There are many cases in which a Japanese husband has gone to court
seeking a divorce from his wife because of her belief and religious attitude. In some
caces in which the wives were members of the Soka-gakkai or Jehovah's witnesses,
divorce was granted because the wives spent so much time engaged in religious work.
In this paper, I wish to examine the legal basis of a claim for divorce
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