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Thesis
A Christian View of Language Universals

and Linguistic Variabilities

Yo Matsumoto

In this short article I would like to present a Christian view of why languages of
the world are as they are. The world’s languages display considerable variety. Upon a
closer examination, however, one can observe that they have much in common. More-
over, the differences among languages are not random variations but are systematic
to a surprising degree so that these differences are predictable to some extent. In this
paper, I would explore the significance of this fact for reflective Christians.

I will first discuss the starting point of this paper: God is in control of the gram-
mar of a language (Section 1). From this viewpoint, grammars of all human languages
can be understood to be the works of His hands. Based on this assumption, I will discuss

why languages are as they are, and consider what God must be doing through them.

1. Human Freedom and God’s Control over Language

According to the Bible, language is God’s gift to mankind. This point is aptly
expressed in the fact that God gave Adam freedom to give names to the animals he
saw. Thus Genesis 2:19-20 reads:

Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field
and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would
name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name.

So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts
of the field.

This story tells us that God gave Adam the freedom to choose whatever name

he could think of to name things (animals in this case). This is an interesting point,
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especially when we consider the nature of sound-meaning association in language. The
association of a sequence of sounds, say [dag] and the meaning of it, say canine animal,
is said to be arbitrary (Saussure 1959 [1915]). That is, there is nothing intrinsic in the
sounds of [dag] that forces it to have the meaning it has in English; a sequence of sounds
can have whatever meaning that a linguistic community has tacitly agreed to assign.

Then, is our language based solely on our freedom of choice? In spite of the freedom
that we have, God is in control of it. This point is eloquently told in the story of the
Tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1-9).

Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. As men
moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. They said to each
other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick
instead of stone, and tar for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves
a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for
ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” But the LORD
came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. The LORD
said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this,
then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. Come, let us go down
and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” So the LORD
scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city.
That is why it was called Babel — because there the LORD confused the language
of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the

whole earth.

This story is interesting in many ways. Of course it tells of our inclination to be
equal with God, and of God’s anger toward such rebellion against him. This story is
also often understood to tell us how different languages came to be spoken.! Another,
and perhaps the most important, message that this story tells us about language is
that God can change a language at his will. That is, God has the power to change the
lexicon and the grammatical rules of a language, which the speakers of the same

language share.
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Let me explain what I mean by grammatical rules. By grammatical rules I mean
those generalizations for constructing and interpreting linguistic expressions, which
are a part of the knowledge of the speaker of a language. Some examples of grammat-
ical rules are given in (1), which are somewhat simplified rules of English capturing
some regularities of the structure of a sentence and a noun phrase in this language (cf.
Chomsky 1965).

a S —NPVP
b NP —— Det N
c VP —— VNP

@

The rule (1a) states that a S(entence) is composed of a N(oun) P(hrase), which is a sub-
ject, and a V(erb) P(hrase), which is a predicate phrase, arranged in this order. The rule
(1b) states that an NP consists of a Det(erminer) (z.e, articles and possessive pronouns)
and a N(oun), arranged in this order. The rule (1c) states that a V(erb) P(hrase) consists
of an NP and a V(erb) arranged in this order. The rules in (1) create a phrase structure

of a sentence, which is exemplified in (2).

@ S
NP VP
Det N Vv NP
Det N
The farmer killed the duckling

These rules reside in the brain, and determines the way English speakers construct
and interpret sentences.

The story of the Tower of Babel tells us that God can change such grammatical
rules suddenly. English continues to have the rules in (1) as long as God decides not

to change them. If God chooses to, he can replace (1) by some other rules, or even give
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different rules to different speakers in place of (1), just as he did in the story the Tower
of Babel. This means that the linguistic rules such as those in (1) can be regarded as
the statements of what God is doing to sustain a linguistic community, so that it will
not fall apart. In this sense God is the creator and sustainer of our language, and rules
like (1) are authored by God.? The linguist’s task of discovering linguistic rules is, then,
to discover what God is doing, just as physicists can find out what God is doing by

discovering physical laws.

2. Language variability and language universals

It is true that languages of the world are different from each other, reminding us
of the curse of the Tower of Babel. But how much do they differ? As far as languages of
the world are in control of God, as I have argued in the preceding section, God must be
in control of the similarities and differences among different languages.

At one time in the history of linguistics many linguists believed that languages
varied in so many ways that their differences were unpredictable (Sapir 1921). This
was especially true in the days of American structural linguistics in early twentieth
century. New facts of American Indian languages that could not be easily understood
in the terms familiar to them have led many researchers to this position.

Linguistic researches in the last 3 decades have revealed, however, that in spite
of a significant surface variability among languages, they share many features, and
that differences are not random. In a preface to the pioneering work on this subject,
Greenberg, Osgood & Jenkins (1963: xv) states that “[ulnderlying the endless and
fascinating idiosyncracies of the world’s languages there are uniformities of universal
scope. Amid infinite diversity, all languages are, as it were, cut from the same pattern.”

Some universals of human language are so natural that they tend to be assumed
as a matter of course. For example, even in the early 20th century American linguistics
it was assumed that all languages have such units as phonemes (minimal unit of sound,
such as /s/, /k/, Ip/, and /t/) and morphemes (minimal unit of meaningful forms, such as
dog, -s, -ing), and such grammatical categories as nouns and verbs (see Comrie 1989).

That is, all languages are made up of the same units or the same building blocks.
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Two different approaches have been recognized in the study of universal properties
of human language. One line of study was initiated by N. Chomsky. He has been inter-
ested in the general universal principles of grammar which apply to all languages.
One such principle, he has argued, is structural dependency (Chomsky 1968). That is,
grammatical rules of human language apply to such structural units as word, phrase,
clause, etc. (cf. the phrase structure (2) above); they do not depend on non-structural
properties. He argues that because of this constraint there are no such grammatical

rules as the following in any language:

(3) a. Exchange the 3rd syllable and the 12th syllable of a sentence to form an
interrogative sentence.
b. Exchange the first and the second word in the sentence to form an inter-

rogative sentence.’

These rules are not structurally dependent in the sense that they do not refer to the
structural notions such as a noun phrase and a sentence (cf. (2) above). The formation
of an interrogative sentence must refer to notions like the subject NP, which can be
defined in terms of the structure of a sentence (i.e, the NP immediately “dominated”
by S, as is the case with the NP the farmer in (2)).

Chomsky explains those universal aspects of language by appealing to an innate
language faculty of mankind. To him, human languages have common properties
because they are innate, genetically inherited from generation to generation (Chomsky
1968). See Chomsky (1957, 1965, 1972, 1981, 1992) for the development of his universal
theory of grammar.

Researches initiated by J. Greenberg have been characterized by the use of a wide
range of data to support claims about universal tendencies in language. One line of
research concerns the way languages vary systematically (Greenberg 1963). He has
found, for example, a correlation between the ordering of a verb and its object on the
one hand and that of an adposition (i.e, preposition or postposition’) and its complement
noun phrase. More specifically, he found that VO languages tend to have prepositions,

while OV languages tend to have postpositions.
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His study has influenced much of the work of “functional typology” of language
(the study of the types of language with an emphasis on the functions or uses to which
linguistic structures are put; see Givon 1979, 1984, Croft 1990, Comrie 1989). To those
working in this approach, languages are as they are because of the communicative
functions that they are put to.

Such universals can be found not only in syntax (sentence patterns) of language
but also in all other aspects of language, including phonology (sound patterns), mor-
phology (word structure), and semantics (meanings in language) (see, for example,

Greenberg, Ferguson and Moravcsik 1978).

3. Significance of language universals for Christians

What do the above observations about language universals and linguistic vari-
abilities mean to reflective Christians? To such Christians, all languages are cut from
the same pattern because they are creations of the same author. Then, what do the
current states of the languages of the world tell us about this author?

Language universals and systematicity in linguistic variations reveal the grace of
God. If our God were a God of cursing (alone), he would not have created languages
this way. If God thinks only of putting us into confusion (cf. Gen, 11:1-9), he could have
created languages that are completely different and unacquirable by other speakers,
but he didn’t. In spite of the result of our sin (diversity in human languages), God has
kept languages similar and acquirable by other speakers.

Why did God not choose to make languages completely different? The reason may
well be related to the fact that God wants all people to be saved in spite of our sin. The
fact that all languages are acquirable by any speaker is very important to Christian
evangelism. This means that there is in principle no language that Christians cannot
acquire. Thus, God has made it possible for the Gospel to be preached in any language.
The speaking “in tongues” on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4) eloquently tells us of this
fact, which has also made it possible to see all the children of God “from every nation,
tribe, people, and language, standing in front of the Lamb,” praising God together (Rev.
7:9-10).
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The observation that all languages are cut from the same patterns, with the same
kinds of building blocks and principles, must be a reassuring observation for those
missionary linguists who try to put the Bible into the languages that they analyze. In
analyzing any language, they can be assured that the language they are working on is
constructed in the same way as other languages. Thus they do not have to develop a
different framework for analysis every time they face a new language, as long as they
have a correct universal theory of grammar.” They do not have to wonder if the Word
of God is translatable after all. God is ahead of them, having begun working on the
community by creating a grammar to be discovered and to be used in expressing the
Gospel. The missionary linguist’s role is to find out what God is doing, and use it to

express the Gospel.

4. More on God’s grace: distribution of languages in the world

Another aspect of God’s love in the differences among languages is that God has
created linguistic communities (the group of speakers of the same language). If our
God were a God of curse, he could have made as many languages as human beings to
put us into an eternal confusion. Even though this is strictly correct (no two persons
speak exactly the same language or “idiolect”), languages spoken by many speakers
are similar enough to be called the same language. That is, God has created a language
to be shared in a community. This means that if one person becomes a Christian, other
members of the community will be given an opportunity to hear the Gospel.

By allowing many people to share one language God reduces the number of lan-
guages that Christians need to know before the Gospel can be known to every people.
The number of languages spoken in the world is very difficult to estimate, because one
cannot easily define what constitutes a language. For example, different “dialects” of
Chinese are so different that one may well treat them as different languages from a
linguistic point of view, although sociologically one might be inclined to believe that
they are one language. In spite of such difficulty, some have put forward some approxi-
mate figure. Comrie (1987), for example, states that “at a very conservative estimate
some 4,000 languages are spoken today (p.2).” Grimes (1988) estimates that there are
6,170 languages in the world. Whatever this figure is, it is clear that God has restricted
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the number of languages spoken in the world to a number much smaller than it could
be. Grimes (1988) states that 3,958 out of the total number of languages still do not have
any portions of Bible (1,167 of them have linguistic and translation work in progress).
By the grace of God, there are only 3,958 languages to go.

One more striking fact of the distribution of languages in the world is that some
languages are spoken by more speakers than others. The statistics on the number of
speakers of a language is notoriously unreliable for the same reason it is difficult to tell
the number of languages spoken in the world. In spite of this problem, it can be safely
said that some languages are spoken by more speakers than others.

English is often placed as the language spoken by more speakers than any other
language in statistics in which the Chinese “dialects” are treated as different languages
and dialects of English are treated as one language (e.g., Grimes 1988). According
to Grimes (1988), English is spoken by 800 million speakers as their first or second
language, and is followed by Mandarin Chinese, which is spoken by more than 730
million speakers. One half of the number of speakers of English mentioned above
speak English as a second language. English is also the language studied as a foreign
language in the classroom by many people. This situation owes much to the role of
England and the US in recent history of the world. English is also very important in
the Christian community of the world. Much of the Christian literature of today is
written in English, and the international Christian community frequently uses it as a
common language.

What this means to theological education in non-English speaking world is enor-
mous. In many theological schools in the world including those in Japan, students can
use (or improve!) the knowledge of English acquired in high schools to read Christian
books and to be prepared to join in a missionary community. In principle this could
have been otherwise. The language that you study in high school might have been
different from those necessary in reading Christian books or in joining in a missionary
community with a little twist in the history of the world. It appears that God has chosen
one language (English) out of several thousand languages to make the theological edu-

cation available with fewer linguistic efforts.
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5. Conclusion

In this article I have discussed why languages are as they are on the assumption

that God is in control of the languages we speak. Based on this assumption, I have dis-

cussed why languages are as they are, and considered what God must be doing through

them. I have pointed out that both the fact of language universals and the distribution

of languages in the world suggest that God has made it possible and easier for the

Gospel to reach the speakers of all languages.

Notes

1

One popular view of the story of the Tower of Babel is that it tells us of how languages of the
world have developed from the same languages. This view, it seems to me, is mistaken. What
this story tells us is that people who had spoken the same language began to speak different
languages. This does not mean that new languages developed from the same source. As I read
it, this story seems to tell us that the old language has been replaced by a number of new lan-
guages, and that there can be no continuity from the old language to the new languages.

The view that the structure of language is created by God is by no means new. The following
comment of Kenneth Pike is worth quoting. “Language was built by God to do a job...... Lan-
guage reflects the image of God, so could you expect it to be anything other than beautiful,
elegantly patterned, glorious, and difficult?” (E. Pike 1972). See also Pike (1989: 30-31) for his
view on language and God.

The rule might appear to be true if we consider only those English sentences in which the
first word is a subject NP consisting of just one word (as it is when it is a pronoun) and the
second word is an auxiliary verb. The inadequacy of this rule as a rule of English is obvious
when we consider sentences like (2).

Postpositions are preposition-like elements that follow their complement noun phrase.

This condition is very important. If their framework for analysis turns out to be unapplicable
to a new language, it is their framework, not God, which is to blame. They need to revise their
theory of grammer to account for new facts.
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Thesis
Worship As Service:

A Theology of Worship in the Old Testament: Part Two*

Yoshiaki Hattori

Worship During the Time of the Conquest/Settlement.

Throughout the Israelite conquest of Canaan under the leadership of Joshua, the
Hebrew priests continued to engage in their assigned tasks, such as carrying the Ark
of the Covenant (Josh. 3:1-17, 6:1-21). The conquest was, however, a tumultuous event,
and it is difficult to see how the Israelites could keep their regular patterns of worship
during that turmoil.”

And yet it was essential for them to maintain at least some continuity in worship
because their very identity as a community rested in their worship of the sovereign
God, the Creator. God had called them to maintain their distinctiveness as the people of
God, even in the midst of the alien culture and religions of the land of Canaan — the
very land which God, through his covenant with them, had ordained that they should
conquer and settle. During this period, the Israelites had to face the critical issue of
syncretism as they attempted to adjust their religious life to these different but ancient,

well-established, and highly religious cultures of Canaan.

* Editor’s Note: This is the second of a series of three articles on the history of worship in the Old
Testament by Prof. Yoshiaki HATTORI In this second article, Prof. HATTORI examines the
development of worship from the time of the Israelite conquest of Canaan through the divided
monarchy. Of particular interest is Prof. Hattori’s demonstration that throughout this period,
true worship gave priority to the Word of God over ritual and liturgy. The concluding section
will be published in next year’s edition of this journal.
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1. Worship in Challenge — Book of Joshua.

Chapter 4 of the Book of Joshua describes an early phase of the Israelites’ struggle
to maintain their worship despite the inevitable chaos and confusion attendant upon
such an invasion.

Verse 1 reads as follows: “When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan,
the Lord said to Joshua, ...” This verse has several functions. It sets the time for the
events to be described later in the chapter. These later events occurred soon after the
Israelites had completed their crossing over the Jordan river and had arrived in Canaan.
This verse also shows that all twelve of the tribes of Israel fully participated in this
entry into Canaan. Lastly, it sets the stage for God’s fulfillment of his promise to their
forefathers — that is, the fulfillment of his covenant with their ancestors to give them
the land of Canaan.

Verse 3 provides added weight to these interpretations: “And tell them to take up
twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan from right where the priests stood and to
carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay tonight.”
Commenting on verse 3, M. Woudstra says, “The emphasis of the command lies in the
participation of all Israel in the ritual of the ceremonial stones (see 1:2; 3:1, 12).”" In a
similar way, verse 4 repeatedly mentions the twelve tribes, corresponding to the twelve
stones in verse 3. Still further, verse 5 connects the twelve stones and the twelve tribes
in a close relationship with the ark of the Lord: “And (Joshua) said to them, Go over
before the ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to
take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number the tribe of the Israelites, ...”

‘We may continue this line of analysis by turning to verse 6, the first part of which
states the purpose of the stones: “to serve as a sign among you” (NIV). In other words,
the stones were to be set as a memorial that it may become a sign among the Israelites.
The time reference is “futuristic” (that is, may or will become a sign “in the future”).
This futuristic orientation is further maintained in the expression “when your children
ask (you) i times to come” (American Jewish Translation = Soncino Bible). Verse 6
expects the children in the future to ask about the meaning of the stones. Contextually
and exegetically, the answer to the children’s question may be found in the first half of

verse 7: “Tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant
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of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off.” This
answer is carefully phrased and its grammar carefully structured to emphasize the
“Exodus-motif” in the crossing of the Jordan.” This answer also points to the covenantal
and, thus, the theological implications of the Exodus-motif. The second half of verse 7
further develops this theme of a covenantal continuation into the following generations:
“Thus these stones shall become A MEMORIAL for the children of Israel forever.” It
may be also noted that this answer, in effect, prophesies that the Covenant will never
be forgotten.

The following verses (4:8-18) recapture the actual crossing of the Jordan River,
including the Israelite’s taking the stones from the middle of the river bed and heap-
ing them together as a memorial. In these narratives, we may observe several cultic
elements, such as, the work of the priests, the role of the ark of Yahweh, and their camp
at Gilgal.

The text tells us that the Israelites worshipped God at Gilgal, in the land of Canaan.
This is especially significant when we remember two points: first that the identity of
the Israelites as a community rested in their call to worship the sovereign God, the
Creator, and second that it is highly likely that this worship was their first activity
after entering into the land of Canaan.”

As in the case of the instruction about the Passover in Ex. 12:25-27 and Ex. 13:14,
this chapter clearly exhibits both the retrospective as well as the prospective significance
of the crossing into the Promised land. For example, in the following phrase, note the
embedded question: “When your children ask you, What do these stones mean?” Both
in this question as well as in its answer (4:6 and 4:21), we find an implicit reference to
the future as well as the past. It is important to note that this question-and-answer unit
appears more than once in chapter 4.

We may conclude, therefore, that the Israelites maintained the essential element
of their worship even in the earliest stage of their occupation of the promised land. In
other words, they maintained the covenantal foundation in their worship which stemmed
from their past experience in the Exodus and tried to pass it on to the following genera-
tions — generations who would live in the later stages of the conquest and settlement

of Canaan and eventually in the monarchy.
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Finally, it must be added, the entire book of Book of Joshua (and not just its begin-
ning) presents us with evidence of the Israelites” attempt, throughout the entire conquest,
to remain faithful to their identity as the community of Yahweh-worshippers. They
were called to worship Yahweh, and him only, even in the midst of the alien religions
of the people of Canaan whom they had conquered and among whom they had settled.
The following might severe as particular examples of their perseverance: keeping the
Passover (5:10), the role of the priests in carrying the ark of the covenant (6:1 ff), build-
ing altars and making sacrifices as well as reading the Torah at Mt. Ebal and Mt.
Gerizim (8:30-35), the building of a memorial altar (22:10-11, 34), and the renewal of
the covenant at Schechem (24:25-28).”

2. Worship in transition — the Book of Judges.

It is common for biblical scholars to contrast the respective outlooks of the books
of Joshua and Judges. Specifically, a variety of scholars have called our attention to
Joshua’s positive and victorious picture of the conquest/settlement as opposed to the
negative and failing picture presented in Judges.” It should be mentioned that the
judges were the Israelite leaders during that long period of settlement that followed the
initial conquest. Despite the negative impression left by the book of Judges, it should
be carefully noted that even in this period, the Israelites attempted in various ways to
preserve their religious identity as those who worshipped Yahweh.

The very different culture and religion of the Canaanites among whom they had
to live formed the context for the Israelite efforts at cultural and religious preservation.
As we might expect, this was a time in which the Israelites struggled to keep their
faith in the midst the cultural and religious pressure of the Canaanites. We find several
indications of the religious activities of the Israelites during the period of the judges —
such as sacrificing to the Lord in repentance at Bokim (2:5), crying to the Lord for help
(3:9, 15; 4:3; 6:6),” building an altar to the Lord (6:24, 28), worshipping the Lord (7:15),
seeking after the Lord’s help (16:28), fasting and sacrificing in repentance (20:26),
building and altar and making sacrifices on it (21:4), etc. These examples of religious
activity during the period of the judges seem more negative than positive — at least

in the sense that an activity such as repenting of one’s rebellious deeds or an activity
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such as asking for the Lord’s help/forgiveness after suffering his punishments is some-
thing negative and not positive.

The book of Judges describes the life of the Israelites in this period as a continua-
tion of a previous pattern of rebellion and repentance. In the midst of this ongoing
gestalt of rebellion and repentance, God sometimes judged the people and sometimes
intervened on their behalf by raising up judges to be his servants. It is not easy to
ascertain the form or the regularity of Israelite worship during these years. They may
have had some local centers of worship, described as a sanctuary, a shrine, or the like.
But this much is certain: one way or the other, they had to adjust their activities to the
social realities which predominated in Canaan. Although Rowley’s view seems somewhat
too pessimistic, the picture he draws might not be too far off from the reality of Israelite

life at that time:

In the post-settlement period, as reflected in the Book of Judges, we find abundant
signs of a new syncretism, which fused Yahwism with the religion of Canaan
and brought it down to the level of Canaanite religion. This was fertility religion,
marked by practices quite alien to the religion of the Decalogue. The Israelites
were surrounded by Canaanites and offered worship at existing local shrines
according to Canaanite customs, learning the arts of agriculture and viticulture

and taking over with them the local rites associated with them.*

For many years, scholars generally agreed that the Israelites, after entering the
land of Canaan, formed a religio-sociological system, called an “amphictyony”. Recently,
however, this consensus has been called into question. Did the alleged amphictyony
center on a single shrine, or did it employ several local ones? Was it more political and
military, or was it more religious and cultic? Indeed, did such an amphictyony even
exist? In any case, the Israelite move into Canaan forced them (the Israelites) to make
a variety of adjustments.

‘We might even go so far as to wonder whether the God of the Israelites was requir-
ing a kind of cross-cultural adjustment. That is, God had promised their forefathers
that their descendants would settle in the land of Canaan (Gen. 12:1-8, 15:18-21). But
to fulfill that promise in a land already settled and occupied by peoples with quite
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distinct cultures would surely require the Israelites to make at least some adaptations
to the culture of those already dwelling there.

Though the Israelite settlement in Canaan required various cross-cultural adjust-
ments, and though these adjustments were obviously difficult, this was the reality in
which they found themselves. God’s promise of and his call to the land of Canaan had
left the Israelites with no choice. They had to switch from a semi-nomadic lifestyle to a
“sedentary,” agriculturally-based one. That is, if the Israelites were to live in Canaan as
worshippers of Yahweh in that new environment, they would have to adapt their life-
style to fit the realities of Canaan. They were to change their lifestyles but not their
religion nor their God. They were to engage in agriculture in the midst of those who
worshipped the fertility gods of Canaan, even while remaining faithful to the Lord, who
was the Creator and their God. We should not, therefore, expect to find Israel embracing
any one particular principle or idea of “worship” during the time when they settled in
the land of Canaan.

In summary, we may say that the Book of Joshua reveals some positive elements in
the worship of the people of Israel during the period of the conquest, but these positive
elements are few indeed. They may be outlined under three headings: (1) The corporate
nature of their worship. For example, they had a “building memorial” which represented
the whole of the twelve tribes of Israel. (2) The covenantal nature of their activity. For
example, in their “building memorial,” they remembered the Exodus with the Passover
observance and they anticipated future generations possessing the land as their inheri-
tance. And (3) the substantial role of the priests. The role of the priests was particularly
notable in relation to their activities in relation to the ark of the covenant, the ark of
the Lord.

God must certainly gave the Israelites who conquered and settled the land a great
and challenging but difficult task. In fact, God required “a mission-oriented transition”
from them; he had laid a solemn responsibility on the community of people who wor-
shipped him as the sovereign God, the creator. Today also, God has laid a similar
responsibility upon us Christians who live in a world which favors religious pluralism.
We are called to worship the sovereign God the Creator, the Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, and to worship him alone; but we are called to do so with various forms of
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worship in the different cultures in which we live. We are to carry out our task with
prayerful caution, asking the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Great Teacher, in order
not to fall into dangerous syncretism.

To complete this section, we need to review briefly the period of the judges. The
Book of Judges shows us only a few examples of worship, and most of them are nega-
tive, such as, simply repenting and asking for God’s help. This dearth of information
about their worship activity may stem from their life of continuing transition, from semi-

nomads to settled farmers and city dwellers.

Worship during the Time of the Monarchy.

The Book of Judges, completes its dark picture of a faltering age, by describing a
sad event towards the very end of that era. This event included the Israelites’ slaughter
of a portion of one of their own tribes, the distribution of the captured women, and the
capture of still other young women to serve as wives. The later portion of the event
took place on the day of the annual festival of the Lord® in Shiloh, where the Tent of
Meeting had served as a center of worship (Josh. 18:1). In addition, the concluding
verse of the Book of Judges reflects the radically unstable condition of society at the

time: In those days Israel had no king; everyone did what as he saw fit” (21:25).

1. Worship in the pre-monarchical society.

In the first part of I Samuel, we see an example of the social problems that the
Book of Judges describes in its concluding chapters. The situation in and around the
sanctuary of Shiloh seems to have been particularly important. At that time, Shiloh
functioned a center of worship for the area.® Eli and his two sons were the resident
priests (I Sam. 1:3). I Samuel records several of aspects of their worship. We read about
offerings, sacrifices, ceremonial eating,* the wearing of the ephod, etc. (1:7, 9, 21, 24;
2:13, 18, 28). J. L. Gutmann notes that Shiloh’s importance extended beyond its strictly

religious significance:

What does seem fairly certain is that the Shiloh sanctuary containing the ark,

which appears to have been the visible symbol of God’s presence, was a major
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supra-tribal institution of the pre-monarchical period. It served, apparently, as the
guarantor of the political autonomy of those tribes who were willing to subscribe
to the religious traditions of Yahwism, as upheld at the Shiloh shrine, and to allow

those traditions to serve as a unifying force in times of was.®

Of course, the presence of the ark of the Lord would greatly enhance Shiloh’s importance
to the Israelites (I Sam. 3:3).%

However, is spite of Shiloh’s importance as worship center for the Israelites, the
first part of I Samuel paints Shiloh in dark and negative tones, as we may observe,
quite typically, in the story of the priestly family of Eli and his two sons. We even read
of a scarcity of divine revelation. “In those days the word of the Lord was rare; there
were not many visions” (I Sam. 3:1). From the standpoint of the theology of worship,
this priestly failure in connection with the tabernacle/sanctuary/temple might be
considered to be the embryonic starting point of the prophetic criticism of the priestly
hierarchy and its formalism and ritualism, a criticism which eventually become one of

the major components of the prophetic movement in the Old Testament.”

2. Worship under the leadership of Saul.

This dissatisfaction and criticism, which focused on the depravities of the priests
at Shiloh and in particular on the family of Eli and his two sons, caused the people
of Israel to seek a new form of leadership. They wanted a king. Losing their trust in
Yahweh'’s spiritual and invisible authority, the Israelites opted for a visible king. The
nearby countries, who followed other religions, provided an easily available model
of such kingship. In spite of Samuel’s own antipathy towards human kingship, the
momentum of history favored its institution among the Israelites. God, in his divine
sovereignty, permitted Israel’s choice of a king, but he warned them of the problems
that would flow from their choice to institute a monarchy. By opting for a visible king,
the Hebrews had, in effect, rejected God as their king. They had turned their backs on
theocracy.®

Samuel’s ministry as a prophet (I Sam. 3:20-21) found a response among the people
(I Sam. 7:3-4, 17). It should be noted that the role of the earliest prophets, such as
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Samuel, was not restricted to preaching the word of God, as it was in some later histor-
ical periods. Rather the prophet’s ministry might include other forms of service, such
as functioning as the divinely appointed “man of God,” performing sacrifices, and
giving blessing at a “high place” (I Sam. 9:5-14). Significantly, the prophet performed
his duties not only in the sanctuary of Shiloh but also at the so-called “high-places” (I
Sam. 9:12-14). Thus the rise of the prophetic ministry meant that people could, and
did, meet God outside a central sanctuary such as Shiloh.

The Hebrew expression bamah (high-place) has been widely discussed, and its
proper translation extensively debated.* However, it has been generally understood
that the high places were related to a religious cult in the geographical area of Canaan

90

and that the other religions in the area made use of it.” Of course, before the temple in
Jerusalem was built, the Israelites also used the high places as locations of theophany,
that is, as places to meet God. But later in Israelite history, “high-place” almost became
synonymous with idolatry, as a place of heathen worship (I Kings 11:7, II Kings 184,
23:8, etc.). Since a high-place could serve as a place of theophany, and since the Israelites
did worship there, they might have used musical instruments (I Sam. 10:5). Some of
these instruments were also employed in later Israelite worship,” though they may
have been excluded from the worship proper and limited to use in a festival procession.

Let us pause here for a moment to observe an indicator of the future direction of
Hebrew religion. In Samuel’s message to Saul we see a sprouting sign of the growing
prophetic criticism of formalistic or ritualistic worship. Samuel, a prophet, spoke to
Saul, a king who had once served God but later misbehaved: “Does the Lord delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? To obey is
better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. For rebellion is like the
sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the
word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king” (I Sam. 15:22-23).” In Samuel’s speech,
we hear early whispers of the voice of the later prophets such as Jeremiah (7:22-23),
Hosea (6:6), and Micah (6:6-8).

3. Worship under the leadership of David.

David was a man chosen by God to be king over Israel (I Sam. 16:12-13). He was
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worthy of this divine election, being genuinely humble before God. David could say, even
at a time when his life was in danger: “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing
to my master, the Lord’s anointed, or lift my hand against him; for he is the anointed
of the Lord” (I Sam. 24:6, cf. also 26:9, 11). The writer of II Samuel presents us with
another hint of David’s character, his beautiful song of praise for divine deliverance

from danger.

The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;
My God is my rock, in whom I take my refuge,

My shield and the horn of my salvation.

He is my stronghold, my refuge and my savior,

From violent men you save me (Il Sam. 22:2-3).%

Beyond all doubt, David was a man who praised God with his whole being. There
are many references to this aspect of his character: for example, “David, ... , danced
before the Lord with all his might (Il Sam. 6:14, cf. also vss. 5 and 21). Of course, he
made use of various musical instruments as he praised God in the midst of his people
(IT Sam. 6:4-5, I Chron. 16:4-36, 41-42). The Book of Psalms contains many of his
songs, many of which are explicitly ascribed to him. Some of these may well have been
used, regularly or irregularly, in worship.

In addition to his musical and poetical gifts, David was a good organizer for the
Lord’s service (I Chron. 23-25). Different groups of people were assigned responsibility
for different forms of service in the temple. In effect, under David, there was a commu-
nity of people who served the Lord and offered him corporate worship. What such
corporate worship really needed was an actual, physical temple. That temple came
into existence, however, not under David, but under the leadership of his son, Solomon
(cf. I Kings 8:17-19, I Chron. 22:5-11).

4. Worship under the leadership of Solomon.
Throughout the years of their history that we have thus far studied, the people of
Israel looked forward to living in the land of Canaan as their permanent settlement, in

fulfillment of God’s divine covenant with them. Being a community of worshippers,
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their spiritual dream was definitely to worship in the temple in Jerusalem. It is, therefore,
extremely significant to observe the understanding of worship on which the construc-
tion of the temple was predicated. This may be called “Solomon’s theology of the temple”
or even “Solomon’s theology of worship.” At the temple’s dedication, Solomon himself
was quite aware of his divine election for the particular task of building a center for
the people’s worship (I Kings 8:17-21, cf. also 5:3-5). It would seem most appropriate,
therefore, to study the eighth chapter of I Kings as a guide to his concept of worship.

The entire chapter may be divided into four parts. They are: (a) Preparatory activ-
ities for the dedication of the temple, vss. 1-13; (b) Solomon’s speech at the dedication,
vss. 14-21; (c) Solomon’s prayer of dedication, vss. 22:53; (d) Solomon’s benediction and
people’s thanksgiving at the dedication, vss. 54-66.

a. Preparatory activities for the dedication of the temple (vss. 1-13).

The chapter opens with a gathering of all the leaders of Israel, including the elders,
the heads of the tribes, and princes. They were there for the purpose of carrying the
ark of Yahweh and the Tent of Meeting along with other sacred utensils into the newly
guilt temple. The priests and Levites had a central role in carrying these items. In this
cultic activity, we can see that some elements in their worship had a retrospective dimen-
sion. For example, the ark of the Lord (that is, the ark of the covenant) with the two
tablets of stone representing the Torah/Law (I Kings 8:) as well as the Tent of Meeting™
were related, both theologically and historically, to God’s great work of deliverance —
the Exodus.” Previously we noted the cultic use of the ark when the Israelites crossed
the Jordan River.

Another cultic activity found in the opening section of the chapter is the sacrifice
of sheep and cattle (vs. 5). There is no specific indication of the purpose of the sacrifice,
as noted by Thompson, who, however, has raised the possibility of a connection with
the last two verses of the chapter.”

In order to see both Solomon’s view of the temple and the view of the writer of the
Book of I Kings, we need to make two additional observations about the text of vss.
10-13. The first observation concerns the time that the cloud” and, thus, the glory of
the Lord filled the temple. This occurred at the very moment the priests came out of

the Holy Place of the temple, having just completed their task of depositing the ark of
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the Lord in the Holy Place. The temple building had previously been completed at the
site; but until the ark of the Lord, which contained the “the two tablets of stone” repre-
senting the Torah/Law,” was deposited in the Holy Place of the temple, the glory of God
did not fill the temple. Here we need to make the theologically important observation
that the Word of God was the basic and essential element of the temple. We may con-
sider the priority of the Word of God in the temple worship to be a matter of revelation.
We may call this the “Torah-ism” of the theology of the temple. We should be sure that
the Word of God continues to live at the very heart of our worship today.

The second observation concerns the attitude of Solomon toward the temple.
Solomon had invested his own best efforts, great expense, and vast man-power in its
construction; and yet, only affer® the glory of the Lord filled the temple, did he express
his feelings to the Lord in prayer: “I have indeed built a magnificent temple for you,
a place for you to dwell forever” (vs. 13). We need to place these words, however, in
the fuller context of his statement in vs. 27: “But will God really dwell on earth? The
heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have
built!” After having invested his best resources in building an incomparable temple for
God, Solomon nevertheless confessed that God was so great that He would not dwell in
any building, even in the temple. Surely, Solomon’s theological grasp of the meaning of
the temple was true and correct.'™ It could quite properly be called “Solomon’s theology
of the temple.”

b. Solomon’s speech at the dedication of the temple (vss. 14-21).

The text says, “while the whole assembly of Israel was standing there, the king
turned around and blessed them,” Solomon made a speech to the congregation. Even
though its context was the solemn dedication of the temple, it remained a speech. This
speech, therefore, may not be directly relevant to our research into the Old Testament’s
view of worship. And yet, there a few matters that may help us gain a better understand-
ing of the rest of this chapter, both the section before and the sections after the speech
itself. (1) Solomon understood the temple’s completion as the fulfillment of God’s promise
to his father David (vs. 15). (2) Solomon was strongly aware of the fact that God had
given him the special and personal task of building the temple (vss. 18-20). And (3)

Solomon knew for sure that he had built the temple to deposit the ark of the covenant,
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the ark of the Lord. The ark related Solomon and his age to the great event of the
Exodus (vs. 21)."
c. Solomon’s prayer of dedication (vss. 22-53).

Solomon’s prayer of dedication is the longest section of the chapter. It is so well
arranged that, at least in this writer’s opinion, it might very possibly have been a formal
and ritual prayer written and read particularly for the occasion. After the description
of Solomon’s posture in vs. 22, the prayer itself starts with vs. 23, where Solomon
addresses God, acknowledging that he is Yahweh, the God of Israel, the God, of the
whole world, and the faithful Keeper of the covenant (vss. 23-26).

The main section of the dedicatory prayer (vss. 27—53) provides us with Solomon’s
understanding of the temple as a place of worship and as a place of the divine presence.
We can learn much from “Solomon’s temple theology” that is applicable to our concept
of the church and, in particular, to the relationship of the church to worship. The overall
divisions of the prayer are:

Basic introductory words (vss. 27-30)
i. In case of troubles in human relationships (vss. 31-32)

il. In case of defeat in war (vss. 33-34)

. In case of disaster/famine (vss. 35-36)

iv. In case of plague and other disasters (vss. 37-40)

v. In case of foreigners (vss. 41-43)
vi. In case of being away for battle/war. (vss. 44-45)
vil. In case of being way as a captive (vss. 46-51)
Concluding words (vss. 52-53).

These seven areas do not, of course, cover all aspects of the life of the Israelites;
but in a general way, the list does seem to touch many of their main concerns. The
important point to note, however, is that the structure of Solomon’s prayer in each of
these seven areas (as well as in the introduction) reveals much about his theology of
worship. In each case, Solomon presupposes a fundamental, triangular relation among
God, the temple, and the people. Consider the following charts which diagram the

theological logic of Solomon’s introduction and of the first of his seven sub-prayers.
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Chart One
Basic Introductory Words (vss. 27-30)

(A) God is in heaven (vs. 27)
where he hears the prayers of his people

(B) People’s need (for prayer)
(vs. 28a)

(C) The people come to the temple to pray
or the people pray toward the temple
from a distance (vs. 31a)

Chart Two
In Case of Troubles in Human Relationships (vss. 31-32)

(B) A man needs to pray, in this case
because he has wronged his neighbor (vs. 31a)

(C) The man comes to the temple
with his problem, and there
seeks help from God (vs. 31b)

(A) God in heaven hears the prayer of the man (vs. 32)

These two charts show us that when a person has a problem in his or her life, that
person needs to come to the temple to pray, but God Himself listens to his or her
prayer in heaven (and not in the temple).

All seven of the cases demonstrate the same basic pattern. In the third (vss. 35—
36), the fourth (vss. 37—40), the sixth (vss. 44-45), and the seventh (vss. 46-51) cases,
however, people may pray wherever they happen to find themselves so long as they
face the temple in Jerusalem. There is an implicit recognition that it may be difficult or
impossible for some people to come to the temple in Jerusalem.

Here, in this prayer of Solomon’s, we see a sound and organic theology of “temple”
(that is, place of worship). Solomon built the temple for God; but at the same time, he

knew very well that his God was not the kind of God whose dwelling place could be
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circumscribed by any man-made building, regardless of its magnificence. We Christians
also believe that God is the infinite sovereign God who dwells in heaven. In time of
trouble, however, we need to come to church and to pray there; and if we are unable to
come to church for some unavoidable reason, we need to send our heart to church (that
is, to ask the members of the church to unite in prayer on our behalf), and we need to
pray wherever we find ourselves (even while we maintain a sense of unity with the
other people in our Christian community).
d. Solomon’s benediction and the people’s dedicatory thank-offering (vss.
54-66).
Verse 54-55 explicitly state that, after completing his prayer, Solomon turned his

face toward the gathered people and blessed them. Let us quote these verses:

When Solomon had finished all these prayers and supplications to the Lord, he
rose from before the altar of the Lord, where he had been kneeling with his hands
spread out toward heaven. He stood and blessed the whole assembly of Israel in

a loud voice, saying...

In addition, we should note that I Chron. 7:3 tells about the great manifestation of God’s
glory that came upon the temple when Solomon had finished his complex prayer.

Solomon’s benediction consists of three parts: (1) Praising God for faithfully ful-
filling all his promises (vs. 56); (2) Seeking after God’s blessing of and guidance for the
congregation (vss. 57-60), and (3) Solomon’s exhortation to the congregation (“Now, let
your heart be completely with the Lord to walk by His decrees and to keep His com-
mandments just as today”)."”

The dedication of the temple concluded with a large number of thank-offerings'®
(vss. 62-64) followed by a festival of joy lasting for fourteen days.'* Of course, it was
not just the concluding festival that brought the people joy, but the dedication itself
was a joyful occasion. In addition, the last verse (vs. 66) indicates that the people also
took joy in having Solomon as their king, and it indicates that the sense of joy stem-
ming from the dedication and festival lingered long after the events themselves had
finished. And even today, should we not expect that our encounter with God in worship

will bring a cherished joy into our Christian life?'*”
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The following paragraphs summarize Israel’s understanding and practice of wor-
ship from the end of the period of the judges through the establishment of the monarchy
including the reign of Solomon.

In the pre-monarchical period, worship seemed to be increasingly centered on the
sanctuary, it became increasingly corporate in nature, and it increasingly depended on
an organized priesthood. The priestly role of Eli and his family at the central shrine at
Shiloh illustrates all these tendencies. This may well have reflected the social needs of
the so-called “Amphictyony,” but it also exposed the spiritual and moral danger of an
established priestly office. We may discern an early spark of the later fire of prophetic
criticism of that priestly office.

During the days of Samuel’s leadership, the Israelites, disappointed with the con-
tinuing failure of Israel’s priestly class, sought a more spiritual and heartfelt religion.
More and more, they utilized what they called a “high place” (bamah) as a site for meet-
ing and worshipping God. The role of the prophets began to expand, with the inclusion
of such central roles as anointing the new king and even playing musical instruments
(cf. TSam. 9-10). In this, we clearly see the rise of a prophetic critique of priestly formal-
ism and ritualism in worship (cf. I Sam. 15:22-23).

During the days of David’s leadership, we find music, song, and dance used in wor-
ship for some special occasions (II Sam. 6:1-23, I Chron. 13:8, 15:16, 28). In some cases,
we find a distinct pattern to this praise and worship (I Chron. 16:7—42). The worship of
this period included a variety of specialists, such as singers for praising God.

Finally, during the reign of Solomon, the temple in Jerusalem became the center of
Hebrew worship, its physical structures reflecting and fulfilling the former tabernacle.
The heart of Solomon’s theology of worship may be captured in these five points. (1)
Historical recapitulation, the event of Exodus in particular. (2) The Torah/word of the
Lord as the center/core of worship. (3) Confessing/acknowledging God’s sovereign
greatness while fully recognizing the necessity of humility on the part of the worship-
per. (4) The temple as the center of the believer’s pattern of daily living. And (5) worship

as the believer’s expression of joy to God.
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Worship during the Time of the Divided Monarchy.

In the history of the people of Israel, the period of the so-called “divided monarchy”
was generally dark and troublesome, although the Hebrews occasionally enjoyed peace
under good leaders. The Book of Kings suggests the ethos of the times through its
oft-repeated description of nearly every king as having done “evil in the eyes of the
Lord.” This should not greatly surprise us in light of the origin of Hebrew kingship in
the people’s rejection of Yahweh'’s sovereignty (I Sam. 8:7), and in light of the roots of
the divided kingdoms in God’s judgement upon the unfaithfulness of King Solomon
(I King 11:9-13). Nevertheless, the Israelites remained under God’s command to settle
in the land of Canaan as Yahweh-worshippers. During this period, the Israelites found
themselves confronting a wide variety of events and undergoing a wide variety of
experiences. Among those with the most impact on their worship, we might mention
the following.

1. From the later part of Solomon’s reign and well into the period of the divided
kingdom, the Israelites increasing engaged in idolatrous practices at the “high places”
(bamah), as well discussed previously™® (I Kings 11:7-8). Eventually the expression
“high place” became almost a synonym for idolatry (I Kings 13:32-33, 12:22-24, etc.).

2. Since the very identity of the Israelites stemmed from their call to be the com-
munity that worshipped Yahweh, their acceptance of “religious syncretism” served,
in a particularly poignant way, to define their failure. By “religious syncretism”, I mean
carelessly adopting the heathen religious rites or cultic practices into Hebrew worship.
The incident in I Kings 12:28-33 may serve as an example: King Jeroboam made two
golden calves and presented them to the people, saying: “Here are your gods, O Israel,
who brought you up out of Egypt” (cf. I Kings 14:22-24). Of course, we may observe a
similar incident in Moses’ day (Ex. 32:1-10). In addition, the Israelites instituted their
own system of selecting their priests for serving in the syncretized worship in the high
places (I Kings 12:31-33, 14:24, etc.). It may be noted in passing that religious syncretism
has been a key issue in the history of the Christian church, especially in the context of

cross-cultural missionary endeavors."”
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3. Just as God had raised up the judges during the early days of the Israelite
settlement of Canaan, so he also raised up other servants, the prophets, to guide the
people of Israel during the divided monarchy. In fact, during the divided monarchy, we
may observe the emergence of the full-blown prophetic movement. Unlike many of the
earlier seers/prophets, the primary role of these prophets was to speak God’s word
rather than to perform miracles or other super-natural feats. Accordingly, they criticized
the priestly ritualism and lifeless legalism which was becoming, if not the dominant,
at least a generally accepted trend, both in the general society and in the religious and
political leadership. This priestly leadership focused on obeying the many regulations
and performing the various rituals, and they were too often indifferent about morality
and justice, the very items which their historical situation most needed.

To people such as these leaders, Hosea preached God’s words, saying:

“Therefore I cut you in pieces with my prophets, I killed you with the words of
my mouth, my judgements flashed like lightning upon you. For I desire mercy, not

sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offering” (Hosea 6:5-6).'

The word here translated as “mercy” is hesed in Hebrew and could be translated
as love.”"™ In the Hebrew text, the word hesed is emphatically expressed. This word
hesed is also used in Hosea 4:1,"° which says: “Hear the word of the Lord, you Israelites,
because the Lord has a charge to bring against you who live in the land; there is no
faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgement of God in the land.” (Compare also 10:12.)
A similar prophetic criticism of formalism in worship may be seen in Micah 6:6-8.""
We noted previously that the Israelites had long known that the fundamental attitude
of worship is “to serve God” (the Hebrew word is ‘abad) with ones whole being. Thus,
these prophetic criticisms might well have “hit home” with the people, and with the
leaders in particular."®

4. As previously mentioned, the divided monarchy was a dark time, full of troubles;
yet, God continued to raise up servants to guide the Israelites. God was faithful to his
people, even though they were not always faithful to him. Among these servants was
king Josiah. His greatness stemmed from the religious reformation which took place

during his reign in 621-20 BC, a reformation based on the Book of the Law (I Kings
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22:8, II Chron. 34:14-15)." The reformation purged all the idolatrous and related prac-
tices (II Kings 23:4-25). And it also involved the physical repair of the temple building
(IT Kings 22:4-7). The place of worship needed to be holy and clean; it was, after all,
God’s temple.

5. As the focal point of Israelite worship, the temple in Jerusalem was often filled
with music and songs of praise, but we would expect this to be especially the case dur-
ing the various festivals. We know that Solomon himself was a creative author, with
more than a thousand songs to his credit (I Kings 4:32)." In the Book of Psalms, Psalm
72 and Psalm 127 have been ascribed to Solomon. Of course, in our Psalter, many of
the psalms are said to be “of David,” which may mean that David is their author or it
may refer to some other connection. Regardless of the actual dates of their composition,
many of the psalms in our Psalter seemed to have been used in the worship services in
the temple.'” It may be further noted that many of the psalms were also put to use in
the post-exilic, second temple. And they may used in other worship-formats as well.

As Martin explains, the worship services in Solomon’s temple — and elsewhere —

may have employed musical instruments to accompany the singing of the psalms:

At Solomon’s Temple services there were choirs and musical contributions, accord-
ing to the chronicler’s account (2 Chron. 5:11-14). Several antiphonal or responsively
sung psalms in the Davidic psalter may belong to this period (Ps. 24, 118, 136),
even if that accumulation of psalms is better called “the hymn-book of the second
Jewish Temple,” erected after the exile (cf. Ezra 3:11; Neh. 12:24, 36). The so-called
“Royal Psalms” in praise of the Hebrew monarchy may well have been linked with
enthronement ceremonies, royal anniversaries, preparations for battle, and do on
(Pss. 45, 72, 110)."

Although the text, in connection with the dedication of Solomon’s temple, explic-
itly mentions neither the use of musical instruments nor a variety of vocal techniques,
it does seem to give us hints along these lines. The general description of the dedicatory

festival does not mention musical instruments:

So Solomon observed the festival at that time, all Israel with him — a vast assem-

bly, people from Lebo Hamath to the Wadi of Egypt. They celebrated it before the
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Lord our God for seven days and seven days more, fourteen days in all (I Kings
8:65).

There is, however, a passage in I Kings 10:12 that suggests that musical instru-

ments were used in the temple. If so, it seem inherently probable that such instruments

would be particularly used during the special festivals, such as the dedicatory ceremony.

The passage in question runs as follows:

The king used the almugwood to make supports for the temple of the Lord and
for the royal palace, and to make harps and lyres for the musicians. So much

almugwood has never been imported or seen since that day.

Lastly, we may find further evidence for a variety of specialists in the worship

of the Hebrews during this period in IT Chron. 23:18. This verse seems to refer to differ-

ent types of singers. If so, it is likely that each class would have employed different

choral techniques.

6. The following five points present a summary description of worship as practiced

and understood during the divided kingdom.

80

a. First, we need to recognize that the divided monarchy was a dark era in which
society was unstable and rebellious against God.

b. Second, in the midst of this social and religious confusion, the Israelites fell
into compromising forms of religious syncretism. Since Yahweh had called the
Israelite community into existence as the people who worshipped him alone, such
syncretism contradicted the foundation of their corporate identity. The ambient
culture and religion of Canaan provided most of the temptations and opportunities
for religious syncretism. Nonetheless, there were some areas where the line between
legitimate cultural adaptation and compromising syncretism seemed fuzzy. The role
of the “high places” (bamah) in Hebrew worship provides a good example. At the
beginning, the “high places” provided an opportunity for a new style of legitimate
Hebrew worship of Yahweh, but gradually their use became saddled with pagan
practices and eventually had to be completely abandoned as idolatrous.

c. Third, we need to recognize the vigorous prophetic protest against and cri-

tique of the liturgism and lifeless legalism of the organized priestly system and its
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wrong practices. According to the prophets of this period, worship (service) requires
a genuine and heartfelt attitude of love and commitment towards God; it required an
attitude, to use a later phrase, of spirit and of truth.

d. Fourth, just as Solomon had originally intended that the temple serve as the
depository of the Torah, the law, and the Word of God in his own generation, so the
reformation under king Josiah in 621-20 BC attempted to re-establish this role of the
temple. Christians also need to remember that the center of worship is the proclama-
tion of the Word of God, the Bible, to which we as Christians are called to listen.

e. Lastly, worship in the temple also involved the praise of God, using both
vocal and instrument music. Even today, praising God is to be an essential part of

our worship.
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just as they revered Moses.” (NIV) Of course, such is very much evident in verse 23 as well.
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16. It is characterized by question and answer and sets out the requirements for would-be
worshippers which they must meet before they can enter the sanctuary. Here the questioner
is inquiring what sacrifices he should bring with him as he comes to worship. He is quite
prepared to give whatever is required of him.” Leslie C. Allen, The Books of Joel, Obadiah,
Jonah and Micah (NICOT), Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1976, p. 369.
Henderson cites several more references to such prophetic criticism, especially the criticism
of priestly ritualism. He writes: “The present is one of several passages in the Old Testament,
in which the comparative worthlessness of ceremonial observances is taught. See Isa. 1:11-
17; Ps. 40:7-9, 50:8-23, Mic. 4:6-8. Comp. Matt. 9:13; 12:7.” Ebenezer Henderson, The Twelve
Minor Prophets (Thornapple Commentaries), Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1980 reprint,
p. 36.

As to the identity of this expression, “the Book of the Law,” some, such as Keil and Slotki,
take it as the Pentateuch, while others, such as Montgomery and Schmidt, as Deuteronomy
or a part of Deuteronomy. Keil. Biblical commentary on the Old Testament: The Books of the
Kings, pp. 477-78; 1. W. Slotki, Kings (Soncino Books of the Bible), London: Soncino Press,
1964 4th impression, p. 299; Montgomery, The Books of Kings (ICC), pp. 543-46; Werner H.
Schmidt, Old Testament Introduction, trans. by M. J. O’Connell, New York: Crossroad Pub.
Co., 1984, pp. 123-29.
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Mowinckel, in his discussion of the meaning of the term “psalm,” acknowledges its cultic role:
“In any case, it means a poem which arises from, or is related to, that experience which is
expressed in worship, a worship which expresses the ideas and sentiments of the worship-
pers and their common attitude to the Godhead; such a poem therefore makes a more or less
marked use of language which has already been shaped by worship.” Sigmund Mowinckel,
The Psalms in Israel’s Worship, trans. by D. R. A. Thomas, New York: Abingdon Press, 1962,
Vol. I, p. 2. Many scholars have described the majority of psalms as songs or hymns of praise.
(Ibid., p. 81)

For a more detailed discussion, see Hans-Joachim Kraus, Psalins 1-59, A Commentary, trans.
by H. C. Oswald, Minneapolis: Augsburg Pub. House, 1988, pp. 68-69.

Martin, op. cit., p. 49.

(O. T. Studies, O. T. Exegesis and O. T. Biblical Theology]
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