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English Language and Content Instruction for

Christian Academies and Christian Language Teachers

Joseph Warren Poulshock

Introduction

In the field of second language education in recent years, professional attention
has been increasingly drawn toward the purposes for which learners desire to use their
language skills (Brown, 1991). Ironically, language education has not always kept these
purposes at the focal point of the curriculum, which include using language to complete
certain tasks, to convey meaningful ideas, and simply to communicate. With this
communicative and purposeful approach to language education, there have been many
recent developments, including a movement toward a content-based approach to
language teaching. In fact, eminent grammarian and applied linguist Marianne Celce-
Murcia has said: “content-based language teaching has strong theoretical and empirical
foundations that I believe will soon help make it the dominant approach to teaching
ESL at all levels” (14, 1989). This content-based approach does not remove linguistic
goals for the language curriculum, i.e., teaching and learning listening, speaking,
reading, writing, and grammar; instead, it places these concerns in a much more
meaningful, motivating, and challenging context.

Content-centered approaches to language education have been successfully
applied in practically all educational settings, from elementary school to university,
and with all levels of language learners, from beginning to advanced (Brinton, Snow,
and Wesche, 1989). I am especially interested in how the concepts of content-centered
language education relate to the curricular purposes of Tokyo Christian University
(TCU) where I am employed as a full time English teacher. Moreover, I am interested in
the implications of content-based instruction for the Christian academy and for the

Christian language teacher in general.
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Because of the important correlations between the principles of content-based
language education and the TCU curriculum, I have written this paper as an inquiry
into the relationship between English language teaching and English content teaching
at TCU. I intend this inquiry to provide information about how the principles of content-
based language learning relate to how we teach English language at TCU and how we
manage the English content courses at TCU (such as philosophy and missiology) which
are taught by English speaking content scholars. Moreover, this paper should have
broader implications for Christian colleges and universities who serve second language
learners and for Christian educators at non-religious institutions who wish to think
and act theologically in their vocations.

As this paper is an inquiry, and the basic meaning of the word “inquire” is to seek
information or to ask questions, I will base the structure of this paper on the following

set of questions:

What are the objectives of English language education at TCU?

What are the English language and English content courses at TCU?

How are the English language and English content courses related?

How do other foreign languages taught at TCU fit into this relationship?

What are principles of content-based instruction that relate to TCU’'s English
language program?

What are principles of content-based instruction that relate to TCU’s English
content program?

What are broader implications of content-based language education for Christian
colleges and universities who serve second language learners?

What are some implications of content-based language education for Christians
involved in language education at secular institutions?

What is a potential research agenda for future development of English language

and content teaching at TCU and similar institutions?



Background
Tokyo Christian University

TCU is a four-year university accredited with the Japanese Ministry of Education.
It is a unique school for a number of reasons. First, although there are a large number
of accredited Christian universities in Japan, TCU is the only one that is evangelical —
where the student body consists of practicing Christians, a majority of whom will enter
full time Christian service in Japan and Asia. Therefore, TCU is essentially a divinity
school. However, as a divinity school, it has a liberal arts focus, especially in the second
of TCU’s two undergraduate majors listed below:

1. Division of Theological Studies (TS)

2. Division of International Christian Studies (ICS)

Beginning Spring 1996, TCU will require 21 English credits of International
Christian Studies (ICS) majors and 15 English credits of Theological Studies (TS)
majors. Besides English and other foreign language requirements, students may take a
number of English content courses taught by content scholars who are native speakers
of English. (These courses will be discussed in greater detail below.) Thus, from the
above summary, one can see that English language education and English content

education are important aspects of TCU’s curriculum.

English objectives

With this background in mind, I will now outline the overall objectives of English
language and content Education at Tokyo Christian University. First, a main objective
for both ICS and TS majors is to help them develop English communication skills for
use in international encounters, especially in Asia. Secondly, a sub-objective is to help
them obtain reading skills to begin to access theological literature in English. (A
majority of the important theological literature is written in English or German.) This
reading objective is reflected in the curriculum in the English Rapid Reading course (a
language course required of ICS majors and open to TS majors) and in Theological
English Readings (a content course open to all majors but not required of them).

Along with these objectives, it is also desired that English language education

will help TCU students better comprehend their English content courses, the primary
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objectives of which are content mastery, (where English is learned as a by-product).
Lastly, another aim is for TCU’s English language education to help some students
succeed in furthering their studies abroad. These basic objectives are depicted below in

Figure 1:

Figure 1: Objectives of English language and content classes at TCU

Language Division of Theological Division of International
/Content Studies Christian Studies
To develop English communication To develop English communication use

Language: Arch-

Obiecti skills for use in international encounters, | skills for in international encounters,
jective

especially in Asia especially in Asia

Language: Sub- To read and comprehend theological To read and comprehend theological

Objective literature in English. literature in English.
Language: Sub- To help students comprehend their To help students comprehend their
Objective English content classes at TCU. English content classes at TCU.
. To master the content of a given To master the content of a given
English Content . .
. course; language is learned as a course; language is learned as a
Objective
by-product. by-product.
Language and Content | To help prepare students for further To help prepare students for further
Objective education abroad. education abroad.

English language and content classes at TCU

With an understanding of these basic objectives in mind, I will now outline the
English language requirements and content offerings for students at TCU. First, as
mentioned before, as of Spring 1996, TCU will require International Christian Studies
majors to take 21 units (12 courses) of English instruction while Theological Studies
majors will take 15 units (9 courses). For these courses, students are divided into four
proficiency levels which are determined by a yearly institutional TOEFL exam. Figure
2 depicts the requirements:

Besides these English language classes, TCU presently offers the following 9
English content courses that are taught by foreign scholars who are native speakers of
English. Because of the challenge of teaching these content courses in English, an

interpreter is used. Figure 3 shows TCU’s English content courses.



Figure 2: English language requirements at TCU (1.1 = Spring, 1.2 = Fall, 1.3 = Winter)

Year | Intl. Christian Studies | Units Theological Studies Units
1st | English Integrated Skills 1.1 2 English Integrated Skills 1.1 2
1st | English Integrated Skills 1.2 2 English Integrated Skills 1.2 2
1st | English Integrated Skills 1.3 1 English Integrated Skills 1.3 1
1st | English Conversation 1.1 2 English Conversation 1.1 2
1st | English Conversation 1.2 2 English Conversation 1.2 2
1st | English Conversation 1.3 1 English Conversation 1.3 1
1st | Language Lab (LL) 2
2nd | English Integrated Skills 2.1 2 English Integrated Skills 2.1 2
2nd | English Integrated Skills 2.2 2 English Integrated Skills 2.2 2
2nd | English Integrated Skills 2.3 1 English Integrated Skills 2.3 1
2nd | Composition 2
2nd | Rapid Reading 2

Total 21 15

Figure 3: English content courses at TCU:
Course Title Open ‘to ICS Open.to TS
Majors Majors
Introduction to South East Asia X
Society and Religion I X
Cross-cultural communication III X
Missiology X
Introduction to Philosophy X X
Western Thought X X
Theological English Readings X X
Contemporary Theology X X
Study of Religion I X X

The relationship between language and content classes

After listing the English language objectives and the English language and content
courses, I can now discuss the relationship between language and content courses at
TCU. First, as mentioned before, two of the objectives of English language education

have a direct bearing on content classes at TCU. They are:
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1. To help students comprehend in their English content courses at TCU.

2. To read and comprehend theological literature in English.

In order for these overarching objectives of the English language program to be
effective, they must influence some of the English language course objectives, and to a
certain extent, those courses’ daily objectives. Now rather than presenting the details of
each course and its aims and methods, I will discuss these curricular issues in relation
to the principles of content-based instruction in the whole of TCU’s English language
program. As I discuss how content-based instruction relates to TCU’s English as a
foreign language program, it should be noted that besides English courses, TCU offers
other foreign languages as well, including German, Korean, Chinese, and Thai. Moreover,
TCU offers courses in Hebrew and Greek. For the sake of simplicity, I will not specifically
discuss these modern and classical language courses; however, it should be noted that
the principles of a content-based approach relate to them as well. That is, the principles
of content-centered English language education and English content education can be

generalized to language education and content education.

Principles of Content-Based Language Instruction
Content-based language instruction has been defined by Brinton, Snow, and
Wesche (1989, vii) “as the integration of content learning with language teaching
aims,” or as Snow (1991, 315) puts it: “the use of subject matter for second language
teaching purposes.” This is to be distinguished from language teaching that has
language as the sole subject matter. Content-based language teaching attempts to put
language learning in its natural context or purpose: the conveyance of meaning or

content through the linguistic code.

A rationale for content-based language instruction

One of the best reasons to practice content-centered language teaching has to do
with motivation. Brown (1991, 1994) has discussed the importance of intrinsic motivation,
where the reward of doing an activity is the activity itself Usually such intrinsically

motivating activities in language classes have non-linguistic objectives as well as



linguistic objectives (Ur, 1988). The non-linguistic objective is the intrinsic motivator,
inherent in the high-interest content or purposeful task. The linguistic objective is
that aspect of communicative ability that the teacher hopes the students will master.
Regarding intrinsic motivation, Brown states that research seems to favor it as the
most powerful motivation for long term retention, and he says that it is therefore a
“keystone in one’s approach to language teaching” (1994, 188).

Besides motivation, another rationale for content-centered language education
relates to the connection between language classes and content classes (Mohan, 1986).
This view recognizes the influence that language and content classes have on each
other, and that language learning occurs in both contexts. First, language learning in
content classes furthers the goals of language teaching by providing a context for
language. Second, content-based language learning in the language classroom “can
further the goals of content teaching by offering learners help with the language of
thinking processes and the structure or shape of content” (Mohan, 18).

Mohan goes on to state that these issues of learning the language of thinking
processes and the structures of content highlight an important pedagogical principle
for language teaching and content teaching. That is, “the learner needs to start from
practical discourse and move towards theoretical discourse” (101). This means that
learners must move from experiential learning to expository learning, from practical
content, to theoretical content, and from practical talk to theoretical talk. Thus, according
to Mohan (1986), Snow (1991), Oxford and Scarcella (1982), and Brinton, Snow and
Wesche (1989), a goal of content-based instruction in the language curriculum is to
provide a means of transfer from basic communication skills to academic skills for use
in English content classes.

In addition to motivation and the transfer of academic skills, content-based
language teaching also considers the important pedagogical principle of the learner’s
previous experiences, that is, his/her knowledge of a given subject. In addition to this,
language learned through content provides a greater discourse context for language,
instead of a sentence level context. Thus, learners become aware of “larger discourse
level features and the social interaction patterns which are essential to effective

language use” (Brinton, Snow, and Wesche, 1989, 3).
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Moreover, when such contextualized language is attuned to the level of the
students, one of many important conditions for language acquisition is met, namely,
the condition of comprehensible input (Krashen, 1985). This refers to the idea that as
learners progressively receive linguistic input a slight degree beyond their level of
competence, then their competence will progressively improve along the natural order.
This condition of comprehensible input is best seen as a part of a larger set of key
conditions for promoting language acquisition which Oxford and Scarcella call
“language assistance in language-promoting interaction” (1992, 30). They say that this
occurs as teachers help facilitate communication when learners arve in incapable of
communicating without some assistance. Oxford and Scarcella list many ways of
providing this language assistance (1992, 31-46), all of which fit well with the

principles of content-based language instruction.

Three models of content-based teaching

With this description and a rationale for content-based instruction in place, it will
help to explain the three major models of content-based approaches and how they
relate to the curriculum at Tokyo Christian University. These three types are briefly
defined below:

1. Theme-based language instruction: the language class is structured around
topics or themes. Content material provides the basis for intrinsic motivation
for language analysis and practice. Materials are often teacher generated or
adapted from other sources. Language objectives must be carefully mapped
onto chosen content. This is the most common of all models for language
classes because it can be done in virtually any institutional setting. T7us is the
most appropriate type of content-based approach for TCU language classes.

2. Sheltered content instruction: the content course is taught in the second or
foreign language by a content scholar. Subject matter and course work are
modified to students’ level of language proficiency. (These modifications will be
discussed in detail below.) In sheltered classes, the main objective is to help
students master content material. Language learning is incidental. TCU seems

to be applying an adapted version of this in the English content courses where



one of the language modifications is the use of an interpreter.

3. Adjunct language instruction: language and content courses are linked and
complement each other with mutually coordinated assignments. The objectives
are two-fold: to help students master content, and to introduce students to
academic discourse helping them develop transferable academic skills. This
model requires two teachers and careful coordination between them. It usually
places non-native and native speakers together for the content instruction. 7CU
is not using the model presently, however, it may be helpful to design curriculum
linking an English language class with a content class. Thus, for example, every-
one who takes Missiology in English would also take an English class that

supports that content.

As noted above, the theme-based model seems to best match the language
instruction aspect of the curriculum at TCU. Additionally, as a part of the theme-based
model, Oxford and Scarcella (1992) recommend combining it with task-based instruction.
“Task-based curricula focus on what students do with language,” (Brown 1991, 253),
i.e., resolving ambiguity, finding solutions to problems, and accomplishing specific
tasks with the language. As Rivers (1988, 11) says, “Students are involved in joint
tasks: purposeful activity where they work together doing, or making things...” Thus,
under an overarching theme, broken into a number of units, students perform purposeful
tasks that will help them to integrate their linguistic and cognitive competence. This
fusion of theme-based and task-based instruction “might be the most powerful of all

means for integrating the language skills” (Oxford and Scarcella, 1992, 91).

Implications of Content-Based Instruction at Tokyo Christian University
The background of content-based instruction as outlined above has a number of
implications for language education at Tokyo Christian University. In English language
classes, teachers can facilitate content-based language instruction through systematically
planning language courses using themes that are knit together with a number of
connected and related tasks. This in turn presents a number of challenges. First, in

each of the four levels at TCU, appropriate and intrinsically motivating textbooks need
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to be found or created. These materials need to be based on the needs of the students,
on the English curriculum’s main objectives, on the principles of content-based and
task-based instruction, and on other sound language education pedagogy. Besides this
challenge, these courses must also “ensure the simultaneous, efficient acquisition of
essential elements of the language code” (Brown, 1991, 253), i.e., grammar in the context
of content-based language instruction.

An additional challenge relates to the four different levels in TCU’s English
language curriculum. To apply the principles of content-based instruction effectively
and efficiently, especially at the lower levels, there must be a careful, systematic, and
longitudinal mapping of linguistic objectives onto content materials. If there are no
appropriate content-based texts available with such a mapping of objectives, then the
materials development responsibilities become very large. This development of in-
house materials maybe something TCU needs to do, especially considering its mission
of training future Christian leaders. Moreover, because of the size and scope of such a
materials development task, it may be wise for TCU to cooperate on such a project
with other evangelical institutions with similar needs. Nevertheless, such a materials
development project must coincide with a well-articulated set of linguistic and curricular

objectives for every aspect of the English language program.

English content courses at TCU: A modified sheltered approach

Even if English language teachers are able to provide intrinsically motivating
language courses where students acquire basic communication and academic language
skills, English content courses will still be a formidable linguistic challenge for many
students. One main reason for this is that students enter TCU with many different levels
of language proficiency. Because of this variety of skill levels, interpretation of the gist
of English content lectures into Japanese has been one of the means of making the
content comprehensible for students.

This interpretation might cause some to say that this is not actually a sheltered
approach to English content education. However, the following reasons demonstrate
that TCU is indeed using a modified sheltered approach. First, besides the use of an

interpreter, TCU’s English content scholars make other modifications in their courses

10



to make content more comprehensible to students. In addition, students must take at
least some of the courses’ tests in English. Hence, knowledge of English is not only
beneficial, but it is required. Moreover, not all students in the class need the presence of
an interpreter to understand the lectures and class activities. Therefore, even though
interpretation is used, professors of these courses still employ many aspects of a
sheltered approach to English content education, with interpretation being just one of

many modifications making content more comprehensible.

Principles of English content instruction: facilitating comprehension

One of the major issues of English content instruction is the problem of making
the content comprehensible to students in a foreign language. I have already mentioned
that one of the means of making content comprehensible to students at TCU is the use
of an interpreter. Instead of listing the other means with which TCU English content
scholars make content comprehensible to students, below I will outline a number of
modifications used in other English content programs as presented in the relevant
literature. I see two benefits from this: first, it may help language instructors know
what kind of input they need prepare their students for, and second, it may also benefit
TCU content scholars to discover other techniques for making their content more
comprehensible.

First, Figure 4, (next page) adapted from Snow (1991) represents a number of
strategies used in English content courses that aid in “modifying or ‘packaging’
instruction in ways appropriate to the second language learner’s developing language
system” (322). (Some of these strategies may or may not be appropriate to TCU’s
situation.) Second, besides the strategies listed in Figure 4, Brinton, Snow, and Wesche
(1989) list a number of other means for attuning linguistic input to aid learner’s
comprehension of content. For example, they suggest lecture content to be more tightly
organized and explicitly related to assigned readings. Moreover, lecture outlines in
various forms can be passed out to students in advance. Sometimes extras such as
films or guest speakers may need to be eliminated so that students have more time to
process main ideas. An alternative to this would be to provide advanced organizers

and modified scripts of films or guest speaker’s notes. For instance, Closed Caption

11
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devices now transcribe material from videos as well as projecting the captions on the
screen. Lastly, sometimes multiple or detailed examples, jokes, and other incidentals
need to be eliminated from lectures, or at least attuned to the level of the students.
Brinton, Snow, and Wesche also suggest that skilled English content teachers
“pay more attention to affect when teaching second language speakers” (50). That is,
they may be more approachable and sympathetic, and they may show more tolerance
when asked obvious questions. These skilled teachers, as mentioned above, also seem
to seek student response more frequently about whether the given content has been
understood. They also tend to signal main points and new concepts more clearly, either
lexically or with intonation and gesture. In addition, these teachers seem to make
modifications “at every level of language organization from phonology, to choice of
words, to complexity of syntax and discourse features” (52). These modifications tend
to show a greater explicitness, a use of the most common word orders and forms, and

a “redundancy of both form and content” (52).

Figure 4: Strategies for attuning content to learner’s linguistic needs

Modify Input

Use Context

Check Understanding

Plan Appropriately

1. Natural yet slower rate
of speech.

2. Clear enunciation.

3. Controlled vocabulary,
limited use of idioms
and slang.

1. Gestures

2. Dramatizing meaning
through facial
expressions,
pantomime, role-play.

3. Visuals: pictures,
photos, slides, maps,
graphs, diagrams, etc.

4. Realia: actual objects.

5. Bulletin boards.

6. Predictability: opening
and closing activities,
directions that
students can
understand from
context alone.

8. Redundancy:
repetition, restatement,
and exemplification.

1. Asking students
true/false questions
about content.

2. Asking students to
give examples.

3. Having students
paraphrase key terms.

4. Having students
summarize key
information.

5. Asking students
factual questions:
“Who?”,“What?”

6. Asking students
referential questions:
“Why?”

1. Vocabulary: Use a
systematic and
meaningful approach
for helping students
learn specialized
vocabulary.

2. Priorities: focus on key
concepts if it’s not
possible to cover all
material.

3. Build schema: review
previously covered
content; relate ideas to
students’ experience;
build frame of
reference, through
brainstorming, etc.;
use advanced
organizers: charts,
outlines, and study
guides.
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These means of making linguistic input more comprehensible are only a partial
listing of strategies available to content teachers. I have written nothing here about
adjusting reading and writing assignments, not to mention learner strategies that aid
students in taking more control of these academic, theoretical, and context-reduced
linguistic situations. See Brinton, Snow, and Wesche (1989, 89-180) for detailed examples
of proven means to make textbooks, readings, compositions, note-taking activities,
academic thinking patterns, test taking skills, vocabulary words, and grammar issues

more easily understood by students in English content classes.

Broader Implications of Content-Based Instruction for Christian Educators
Implications of Content-Based Instruction for the Christian Academy

It may be that some of the aspects of content-based instruction at TCU mentioned
previously in this paper have applications for Christian colleges or universities in
general. However, beyond what I have previously mentioned, I would also like to outline
some content-based objectives that not only relate to TCU, but may also be appropriate
for any other evangelical educational institution that serves Christian students learning
foreign languages. For Christian institutions, these aims will be especially relevant to
English education because English is the prominent, world-wide Lingua Franca, but
they will also be relevant to foreign language education in general.

Hence, evangelical institutions teaching ESL/EFL or any other foreign language
to evangelical students may want to integrate the following content-oriented language
objectives (as seen in Figure 5) into their existing ESL/EFL or foreign language
curriculum. In looking at these language and content objectives, it is important to
remember that they need to be taught in the context of authentic (but perhaps simplifed)
content language. That is, linguistic objectives, for example, learning language for
prayer, need to mapped onto or taught in the context of authentic language, for example,
the Lord’s prayer. (For potential further categories of objectives like those in Figure 5,

see Erikson (1986) or other similar works.)
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Implications of Content-Based Instruction for Christian language teachers

Besides the language and content objectives mentioned in Figure 5 for training
Christian language learners, content-based instruction has important implications for
the Christian working in language education in the broader, non-religious, or secular
environment. Such educators may be teaching in or administrating language programs
in Christian schools that admit non-Christian students, or in non-Christian or post-
Christian institutions that provide a service of language education. In these locations a
Christian language educator can apply the principles of content-based instruction to
import truth into the language curriculum. The nuances of “import” compared to
“smuggle” are significant because smuggling implies deception or cheating such as
preaching to a captive audience or proselytizing against the will of students who clearly
are not attending language classes to be evangelized.

On the other hand, “truth-importation” implies proper respect for students’
purposes and for the curricular goals of a given institution. Therefore, importing truth
through the objectives of the language curriculum can have proper pedagogical
justification, even when the given content and accompanying language objectives are
viewed by someone who would see no justification for importing truth into the
curriculum. Of course, because of differing paradigms of interpretation this becomes a
sensitive issue; however, for the Christian language educator who sees God in Jesus
Christ active in all of creation, the issue of truth (or the theological aspect) of language
education is an important investigation.

Hence for the Christian language educator in a secular setting, Jesus who is
synonymous with truth, can play a role in the language curriculum. As previously
mentioned, although I do not advocate proselytizing a captive audience or forcing
people to hear something against their will, there still is a place for planting, cultivating,
watering, and growing seeds of truth in language classes (Purgason, 1994). Besides
this, the Christian educator may have the opportunity to do some weeding as well, that
is, dispelling unbiblical theological misconceptions. How can one do this while still
adhering to the language and content objectives of a given institution and respecting
the people therein? It can be done as long as the given content and accompanying

language objectives of that institution overlap with biblical theology, target culture and

14



history, current news and events, or the students’ perceived needs and objectives. Figure

6 exemplifies some of these overlaps:

Figure 5: Content objectives for Christian institutions teaching ESL/EFL

LANGUAGE AND

CONTENT OBJECTIVE DESCRIPTION

Learners should be able to give their testimony (how they came to faith in
Giving a testimony Christ or how Christ is presently active in their lives), and learners should be
able to comprehend the testimonies of others.

Learners should be able to communicate the essential aspects of the gospel
The gospel message message as articulated in Scripture, and as presented in The Four Spiritual
Laws, Steps to Peace with God, or other similar gospel presentations.

Learners should be able to express themselves in the basic language of
prayer, thanking God and asking for His help, and beyond this they should be
able to express themselves using the linguistic functions found in the Lord’s
Prayer.

Language for prayer

Learners should be able to express and comprehend in the target language the
books of the Bible and the basic content of those books.

Learners should be able to express and comprehend key theological terms
Key Bible doctrines such as creation, sin, and redemption. They should also be able express and
understand an adequate amount of biblical knowledge in the target language.

The books of the Bible

Learners should be able to use and comprehend language used in worship,
Language for worship such as the language of praise and adoration found in the Psalms, hymns, and
worship chorus.

Learners should be able to express and comprehend information about key

Bible Characters Bible characters such as Yahweh, Moses, Elijah, Jesus, Peter, Paul, etc.

Christian biograph Learners should be able to comprehend and express themselves about
N sraphy important Christian leaders.

Leading a Bible study Learners should be familiar with techniques for leading inductive Bible

studies so they can comprehend, participate in and possibly lead such studies.

Learners (especially theology majors) should be able to comprehend relevant
Reading theology theological literature such as commentaries and the forms of argumentation
and discourse found in them.

Learners should be able to answer the questions commonly asked by skeptics
Giving reasons for faith and how to direct such conversations through socially appropriate (polite)
questioning techniques.

Learners should be able to comprehend and express basic terms about
mission such as “contexualization,” “redemptive analogy,” and “unreached
Language for mission peoples,” as well as the names (and acronyms) of key mission entities such as
Wrycliffe Bible (WBT), Campus Crusade for Christ (CCC), The Lausanne
Committee for World Evangelization (LCWE), etc.

15
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Figure 6: Overlaps between biblical theology, target culture and history, current
news and events, and students’ perceived needs and objectives that
may provide a means to import truth into the language curriculum
through content-based instruction

OVERLAPPING THEME HOW THE THEME MAY IMPORT TRUTH

Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving and other holidays and celebrations are
important cultural events that may also overlap with theological truth.

Holidays

Prominent Christians such as Mother Teresa or Billy Graham may be in the

Prominent personalities news incarnating the truth in their lives.

News and current events may overlap with or express (or flatly contradict) a
theological truth. For example, man’s inhumanity to man (sin), or discovery
of anthropic principles (evidence for design in creation) express theological
truth. See the ESL text by Light and Lan-Ying (1989) for examples.

As learners compare cultures (and possibly religious traditions) truth or un-
truth may be brought to light. For example, one may better understand
Cultural comparisons grace when comparing it to a legalistic aspect of culture, or students may
compare cultural myths and hence interact with truth and values. See the
ESL text by Dunn (1985) for further examples.

Through various kinds of content learners may discuss purposes of being
Teleological questions and existence and thus interact with some elements of truth and ultimate
values.

News and current events

Spiritual and supernatural are topics of everyday conversation in most
cultures. Hence, content related to spiritual issues, such as life, death, life
after death, heaven and hell, miracles and magic may have proper
pedagogical justification (depending on the situation) and therefore allow
students to interact with truth and values. See the ESL text by Schoenberg
(1989) for examples.

Metaphysical questions

Literature, novels, plays, short stories, and poetry often deal with themes of
ultimate values and thus provide opportunities to interact with truth. There
is a great deal of second language education research on literature. See Collie
& Slater (1987) and Maley & Duff (1989), for example.

Although logic and reason may not always form an area of content, knowing
how to evaluate logical arguments and reveal logical fallacies will help
learners in academic situations as well as becoming more skillful in
discovering truth and error.

Literature

Logic and Reason

Conclusion
In this paper, I have provided background about TCU’s English language
program and English content program. I have shown how the principles of content
language education and English content education relate to language and content
issues at TCU. Besides outlining this relationship, I have discussed what language

educators and content scholars can do to enhance this relationship. Moreover, I have
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tried to show some implications of content-based instruction for the Christian college
or university in general and for the Christian language educator in secular settings.
Lastly, and in closing, I would like to mention some areas that could be part of a future
research agenda pertaining to language and content concerns mainly at TCU.

First, besides educating students in communicative and academic language skills,
we may want to inquire how we can systematically provide learner training to students.
The aim of this would be to help them have greater control (expressed in knowing how
to learn more strategically) in all contexts where they would be required to use a
foreign language, including English content courses. (These strategies could actually
affect student learning in all university courses.) From the existing literature on the
subject, we may be able to arrive at a set of objectives for including strategy-training
into our existing English language program. See Wenden and Rubin (1987), Ellis and
Sinclair (1989), Cohen (1990), Oxford (1990), O’'Malley and Chamot (1990), Wenden
(1991), and Rubin and Thompson (1994) for information on learner training.

Besides this, although it is a large undertaking, TCU may eventually want to
consider how to more effectively incorporate content-based instruction more thoroughly
and systematically into its existing English language curriculum or foreign language
curriculum. This, of course, would depend on the preferences of individual teachers
and the university curriculum developers, but it could be beneficial to consider this for
a number of reasons. First, if intrinsically motivating content is incorporated more
thoroughly and systematically into the language curricula, we should expect that it
would increase the motivation in language classes because of the fascination factor. In
addition, one would hope that increased motivation would also increase the effectiveness
of the overall language curricula, and this effectiveness, of course, would need to be
empirically evaluated on an ongoing basis.

Moreover, a careful incorporation of content-based instruction at the university
may also cause a transfer of academic skills for our students who want to take English
content courses. Of course this would require a great deal of research into many
areas, including students’ needs and interests, teacher preferences, and both the
overarching and the specific linguistic and content goals of the curriculum. In short, it

may be beneficial for those working with the curriculum at TCU (and other Christian
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institutions) to give careful thought how to mesh theme-based and task-based language
instruction with students’ needs and preferences, language curriculum objectives, and
English content curricular objectives in order to provide more intrinsically motivating
and effective education across the whole curriculum. I hope that in such an endeavor,
language teachers would be better able to help students achieve higher levels of basic
communicative ability and advanced academic language proficiency that would benefit
English content scholars in their endeavors as well. In the end, as language and
content curricula are harmonized more effectively and efficiently, it would be hoped
that the Christian university or college (and the Christian language educator in the
secular setting) could provide a more complete and holistic education for the students

they serve.
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[Abstract in English]
A Christian’s Guide to Islam — Part Two
S. Franklin

According to linguists, the meaning of a word stems, at least in part, from its
connection with other words. These other words, through their similarities to and their
differences from the word in question, shed light on its meaning. I suggest an analogy
between religion and language. Each religion is like a complex word within a language.
One way, therefore, to understand a particular religion is to explore the similarities and
differences between it and other religions. Thus I engage in comparative religions and
comparative theologies.

My articles on Islam (presented in two parts) is the first in a series in which I compare
Christianity with other religions. I hope the series as a whole will serve as a Christian’s
guide to the world’s major religions. My goal is to make the comparison, both in simi-
larities and differences, with Christianity as accurate as possible and to be as fair as
possible to the other religions.

Part One of “A Christian’s Guide to Islam” appeared in last year’s issue of Christ
and the World without an abstract. Therefore this abstract will cover both Parts One
and Two.

I begin with certain beliefs that are shared between Islam and Christianity such as
the doctrines of God, sin, salvation, history, and the Word of God. In each case, within
the broader consensus, deep differences emerge between the Islamic and Christian
doctrines. For example, both Christianity and Islam believe in the Word of God and in
a witness to that Word of God. For Christianity, however, the Word of God is first and
foremost a person, Jesus Christ. Christians further believe that the witness to that Word
of God is a book, the Bible (where the Bible may also be called the Word of God). For
Islam, the Word of God is a book, the Koran. The Muslims further believe that the
witness to that Word is a person, Muhammad (where Muhammad may not, even in a
secondary or derivative sense, be called the Word of God).

Next I outline the life of Muhammad. I focus particularly on how Muhammad,

precisely as the witness to the Word of God (the Koran), plays a key role in the Islamic
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hermeneutics of the Koran and in the development of Islamic law.

Just as Christians divide into Protestant and Roman Catholic (as well as Eastern
Orthodox) branches, the Muslims have split into two primary groups: the Sunnite
and Shiite. The origin of this split speaks eloquently about the inner character of
Islam. Quite apart from its origins, however, which were not primarily theological,
later Islamic life and reflection on this split engendered considerable doctrinal variations
that now mark the distinctive ethos of these two Islamic communities. I compare the
implications of the Sunnite-Shiite split with the Protestant and Roman Catholic debates
in the areas of vicarious suffering and intercession, The Cult of the Saints, lax and
severe attitudes toward sin, and the question of how God (or the Light of God) can
dwell in human beings.

Christians have since their earliest period summarized their religion in the Apostles’
Creed. Muslims have since their earliest days, done the same for their faith in The Five
Pillars of Islam. I explore what these two “summaries” tell us about the two religions.

Lastly, I explore the contemporary political and social reality of Islam, particularly
its relation to modernity. I begin by asking why science arose in Christian Europe and
not the Islamic world. The answer relates, at least in part, to the differences between
the Christian and Islamic doctrines of creation and divine power. I also consider three
attempts to relate Islam positively to the modern world. The article concludes with an
analysis of the status of women in Islam as another example of the interface between

traditional Islam and the developments in the modern world.
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[Abstract in English]

An Anthology of Christian Tanka Poems
Based on the Ogura Anthology

H. Shimizu

The Ogura Anthology of one hundred waka poems, or tanka poems as they are now
called, has been a best-seller in every century since its compilation in the 13th century
by Fujiwara-no-Teika (1162-1241 ad).

A waka consists of two parts, the upper hemistitch with three lines in a pattern of 5-
7-5 syllables and the lower hemistitch with two lines of seven syllables each. In the
beginning of the 17th century, a memory game of cards based on the Ogura Anthology
was devised. A group of players is given a set of one hundred cards, each card containing
only the second half (the lower hemistitch) of one of the poems. The players are divided
into two groups which sit on the opposite side of a tatami (woven straw) mat. Each
group spreads its own fifty cards on the tatami mat. The game also requires a reader
who keeps another set of one hundred cards with a complete waka printed on each card
and who reads each waka one-by-one. Both sides listen carefully to the reader. As soon
as the reader begins to recite a poem, the players try to be the first to match that poem
with the corresponding card lying on the tatami mat. It must be remembered that the
card on the tatami-mat has only the second half of the poem printed on it. Each side
tries to get the most “matches,” and thus the most cards. A sharp player who knows by
heart every waka in the Okura Anthology can pick up the correct card as the first
syllable is read or even as the first sound in that syllable is pronounced.

It could be said that the Ogura Anthology and its associated card game symbolize
the Japanese mind and imagination. It is my desire to make a Biblical/Christian version
of each and every waka in the Ogura Anthology and, in this way, to contextualize the
Biblical stories into the form of Japanese literature.

For several years I have been publishing my Christian versions of these poems in this
journal, Christ and the World. This 1996 issue contains the third set of poems. My goal

is to create and publish Christian versions of all one hundred waka (or tanka).
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To illustate my procedure, let us consider the first waka of this third volume. This

waka happens to have been composed by Teika himself.

ko nu hi to o
ma tsu ho no ura no
yuu na gi ni
ya ku ya mo shi o no

mi mo ko ga re tsu tsu.

For one who comes not

I yearn; as, at Matsuho,

In the evening calm,

The salt-weeds are burnt aglow,
So parch’d am I for desire.

(Translated by Haruo Miyata)

In the fourth line we see the Japanese phrase, “mo shi 0.” We may note that mo (sea-

weeds) + shio (salt) is an ancient way of salt-making, a well-known scene at Masuho

Shore on Awaji island. “Ma tsu ho” implies “to wait for some one.” Matsuho Shore, thus,

means the Waiting Shore. The women divers were yearning (that is, burning) for their

lovers who had not yet shown up. Their hearts were just like the smoke of the Waiting

Shore.

Teika’s waka reminds me of a New Testament figure, the father of the prodigal son in

Luke 15. This father, when his son “was yet a great way off, saw him, and had compas-

sion, and ran, and fell on his neck and kissed him.” Here is my Christian version.

en go ku ni

aso biuekemu

ko oma teru

chi chi ga mo shi o no

mi mo ko ga re tsu tsu.

For his son who went

To a far country, only

To idle away

His time and starve, the father’s

Parch’d heart burned as the salt-weeds.
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[Abstract in English]

Shinran and the so-called Patriotism (Gokoku-Shiso)
— “Shuj6 Shinka Haihé Igi” —

S. Obata

Shinran, the founder of Jédoshinsha, the largest Buddhist sect in Japan, once
impeached an ex-Emperor and an Emperor specifically by name and said that “they
and their subjects together violated the law and ignored justice.” (Shujo shinka haihd
igi.) This was a remarkable event in terms of the tension between “religion and state”
or “faith and secular power.”

In recent years, the above quotation has caused an intense controversy regarding its
historical background and the interpretation of the words used by Shinran. Moreover,
the whole controversy has proven to be both impressive and reflective of the high
quality of Buddhism studies.

The author tries to trace the controversy and hopes to use it as an exemplar for the
Christian exegesis of the Bible and also for the contemporary analyses of the imperial
system whose problematic nature has been exposed in the Yasukuni Shrine issues.

The first half of this article, appearing in this issue, deals with the traditional
interpretation of the controversy presented by the Honganji Sect. It introduces a
shockingly critical interpretation by historian, Hattori Shis6, and the implications of
his analysis. In the second half, which is to appear in the next issue, the author
searches for a further development going beyond the Hattori interpretation and tries to

grasp the spirit of Shinran, the persecuted.
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[Abstract in English]

Towards a Theology in a Broad Sense:
Religion, Science, and Education in the Postmodern Age

H. Inagaki

Is it possible to think of theology as a science (scientia)? This question had already
been asked in Europe during the Middle Ages. By using Aristotelian philosophy to
structure his discussion of this question, Thomas Aquinas was able to answer it
positively and thereby to contribute to the development of Scholastic Theology. This
scholastic framework for theology survived, at least partially, even after the Reformation,
as scholars once again seriously considered the question of the scientific nature of
theology. Charles Hodge, the leading “old- Princeton” theologian, maintained something
of the scholastic form of theology when he stressed the analogy between the methods of
theology and the Baconian, positivistic methods of natural science. Nowadays, however,
several evangelical theologians, such as J. Marsden, E. Runner, J. Davis, and J. Frame,
have criticized Hodge’s theological methodology.

To construct a contemporary, wholistic method for theology—one which facilitates
an interdisciplinary dialogue with other sciences—I reconsider the meaning of the
Aristotelian dualism between theoria and praxis. This leads me to propose a theological
methodology based on a sort of hermeneutical circle between theoria (sophia) and
praxis (phronesis) which reflects the scriptural world-view and which can be called a
“transcendental hermeneutics.” This transcendental hermeneutics has two a-priori
conditions which make possible human knowledge and understanding. These conditions
are: the human ego penetrated by the religious ground motive and the cosmological
law-spheres created by God.

Given this transcendental hermeneutics, theology in a broad sense may be defined as
that science which investigates reality as a whole, under God’s law, and which is based
on the religious ground motive of creation, fall, and redemption by Jesus Christ through
the communion of the Holy Spirit. Theology in a broad sense must, inevitably, study
other religions which are to be interpreted as human responses to God’s revelation in
creation. This theology postulates a concept of “subject” (Umokelpevov) quite different
from that of Aristotle and Descartes and which, therefore, has a wide application to
recent issues such as bioethics and environmental ethics.
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