





Thesis

Theological Education and the Liberal Arts

Stephen T. Franklin

Throughout my paper, I discuss theological education both in relation to
Christianity as a religion and in relation to the liberal arts. Part One, however,
focuses on Christianity, while Part Two centers on the liberal arts. The first
section presents a brief theology of culture in relation to the liberal arts. The
second section is organized around the relation of theological education to the
academic disciplines on the one hand and to the needs of professional
ministry on the other. Part Two also discusses the integration of faith and
learning. In Part Three, which is quite brief, I ask some questions about T okyo

Christian University and its role in theological education in Japan and Asia.

Part One
Christianity and the Liberal Arts

In the last two thousand years, many thinkers have tried to present a clear
statement of the Christian faith. While different scholars have emphasized
different aspects of Christianity, nearly all have included at least three central
doctrines: creation, sin, and redemption. I will organize the first part of my
paper around these themes.

Dr. Franklin’s paper was first presented at a faculty workshop on August 29-30, 1991.
Although its immediate focus is the educational model at Tokyo Christian University, it
addresses fundamental issues relevant to the broader Christian educational community.
It is presented here in an effort to stimulate reflection on the relationship between theo-
logical education and the liberal arts. Editorial Committee
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Creation

The doctrine that God is the creator of

The Golden Triangle of
Christian Theology

heaven and earth is the Magna Charta of
Christian liberal arts. God’s creation of all
things means that all truth is God’s truth; it
also means that the Christian is free to pursue
this.truth any where and any time. Even more,
the Christian theologian, to be faithful to the
doctrine that God is the creator of all things, is

under an obligation to acknowledge truth wherever it may be found. The
confession that God is the “maker of heaven and earth” implies that theological
education must include considerable exposure to the range of scholarship in
the arts and sciences. Every Christian program of education, and especially
theological education, must be founded on this assumption.

The doctrine of creation is far, far richer than the mere claim that God
“started up” the world a long time ago. God’s creative activity continues in the
present, and it will continue in the future. It is helpful to distinguish three distinct
“aspects” or “moments” within God’s act of creation, regardless of whether we
are considering God’s creative acts in the past, or his creative acts in the present,

or even in the future.

The Christian doctrine of creation The Three Moments in
affirms, first, that God is the origin of all the Doctrine of Creation
that is. Second, every major Christian 1. God gives existence and
theologian has further affirmed that each gguwri:;’ each creature. (God as
created thing has its own existence and 2. Each creature exercises its
its own power to act upon other created own God-given powers. (The

creature as autonomous.)

things. The existence and power of each 3. God judges each creature’s

created thing, while totally dependent upon use of its powers. (God as goal
God’s divine existence and power, are and judge of each creature’s
autonomy.)

nonetheless numerically distinct from that




divine existence and power. And third, each created thing is called to serve and
to glorify God, and God will judge each creature on the basis of its obedience
to that call. In summary we may say that God calls each creation into existence
with its own powers, and God calls each creature to exercise to those powers
in praise, glorification, and service of God. God’s creative call, therefore, not
only gives each thing its existence and integrity, it also gives each thing its
purpose for being. It is the creature’s responsibility to decide how to answer
God’s call — how to fulfill its divinely given purpose. While “personal” agents
have the greatest latitude in deciding how to answer God’s call, all creation
must in some sense respond to the divine word.

The second point in the doctrine of creation is worth considering in some
detail. The second point may be called the “secular” moment in Christianity.
That is, each created thing has its own identity and can truly interact with other
creatures. This secular dimension of the Christian doctrine of creation is one
(but only one) of the primary causes of the development of physical science in
Europe. Christian scholars in late medieval Europe drew an important conclu-
sion form their doctrine of creation: because God created each entity with its
own integrity and power (this power being dependent on God while remaining
numerically distinct from him) and because these entities can truly interact, a
science of “causes between created things” was possible. Thus, when the
necessary technological and economic advances had occurred, and when the
Greek heritage of mathematics, logic, and dialectic had been recovered, the
Christian doctrine of creation resulted in the evolution of modern science out
of the soil of Christian Europe.

Several important implications for education flow from the existence of this
“secular” moment within the Christian doctrine of creation. Christians are free to
accept the truth about the world that emerges from any source, such as modern
physics or sociology, even if that source makes no religious appeal. Christians
are also free to engage along with non-Christians in political, educational, legal,
and health-care professions, as well as brick-laying, auto-mechanics, and other

trades and professions. We may even say that there is nothing in principle to
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prevent one from learning philosophy from the pagan Greeks, Muslims, Bud-
dhists, or atheists. Christians should also be taught to delight in exercising their
own creative powers, whether in music, mathematics, painting, or architecture,
for these powers are both truly their own any yet also a gift from God. Thus the
classroom in the Christian school must have its windows open to the vastness
and diversity of God’s entire creation. Finally, let me stress a point already made:
of all disciplines, theological education must be true to the Christian doctrine
of creation. Theological education, however, can be faithful to the doctrine of
creation only if it includes an exposure to and an appreciation for the vast range
of scholarship which displays the variety, integrity, and excitement of God’s
creativity. Theological education must not be allowed to focus exclusively on
the technical aspects of Biblical studies and theology.

The secular moment, however, is neither the first nor last point in the
Christian doctrine of creation. The first point is that creation begins in God, and
the third point is that creation’s end is to serve and glorify God. The Christian
must never be content with purely secular knowledge, for it is radically incom-
plete. The truths of modern physics or of ancient Zen art must be related to (and
tested by) their origin in God and must be made to serve him. At a Christian
school, even in the case of the obviously secular disciplines such as physics or
anthropology, it is always appropriate to relate the contents of these disciplines
to their divine source and goal. While this need not be a daily endeavor, it surely
needs to be attempted regularly during the student’s education. Moreover, it is
important that the professor of physics or anthropology be intimately involved
in the process; otherwise the theological perspectives becomes a mere “add-on”
and not an essential part of the student’s education in physics or anthropology.
The application to a seminary education is that the theological student must
study the liberal arts both in their secular autonomy as well as investigate their
divine source and telos. As I shall argue later in this article, this is necessary if
the student is to engage in professional Bible study or do theology well.

There are twin dangers at this point which must be avoided. For the student

majoring in physics, for example, the danger may be to focus on the secular



aspects of the discipline, and there may be little time or interest in integrating
physics with the larger Christian context. The physics student fails to see the
Christian context of his work in physics. For the theological student, in contrast,
the danger may be to move too quickly to the theological context of a discipline
such as physics (or philosophy or literature) and, thus, to ignore the secular
integrity of these disciplines. After the theological student has become a pastor,
he or she may be incapable of understanding the commitments of some of their
church members to the secular integrity of their professions, causing an unnec-
essary conflict between clergy and laity in the church. Thus the study of the
liberal arts is important for Christian ministry as well as for the academic study
of the Bible and theology.

Sin

The Christian faith affirms not only the goodness of creation but alsc its
corruption in sin. Modern notions of sin often trivialize it by making it some-
thing strictly personal and private. The classical doctrine of sin, in contrast,

asserts that sin has corrupted all of God’s creation.

Sin, if taken in its Biblical seriousness,

The Golden Triangle of
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implies that even our capacity for knowledge
has become distorted.’ There is no uncor-
rupted and undistorted knowledge available
to us. The bleak, ominous shadow of sin is
particularly unwelcome in the context of

education and the liberal arts, for it implies

that we must look skeptically at all human

activity, including the secular sciences as well as philosophy and theology. Our
creativity in the arts, divine gift that it is, must be cross-examined in light of our
propensity for sin. Most dramatically, the existence of sin prevents us from
knowing our own identity, from knowing at the deepest level who we are.

What are the educational implications of the doctrine of sin? First, all
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human knowledge, both about ourselves and about our world, is to be held
tentatively and with some skepticism. Only God can provide certain knowledge.
Second, it is, therefore, quite impossible to obey fully the Socratic injunction
“to know thyself,” unless God gives us such knowledge. Disciplines such as
biology, psychology, sociology, and literature offer the student some degree of
self-knowledge. But in a Christian context, the student should be encouraged to
view the insights of these disciplines as something less than definitive. Because
of our sin, we can establish our deepest identity only when God chooses to
‘disclese it to us. Third, even when we turn away from the inner knowledge of
the self to the external knowledge of the world, the student must never be
encouraged to assume that the methods or the contents of any discipline are
beyond criticism. Even the scientific method itself is not above suspicion; and
the master artist, while appropriately delighting in the divinely given powers of
creativity, necessarily distorts that creativity. One goal of a Christian liberal arts
education is to cultivate a wise skepticism towards one’s own achievements,
whether academic, artistic, scientific, professional, or even religious.*? Fourthly,
the reality of sin implies that we need some criterion by which to measure our
achievements. As Christians, we believe that God has provided such a criterion
in Jesus Christ, who is the truth.

Redemption

The last of the three main motifs of the Christian religion is redemption.
The Christian faith holds that God redeemed

his creation from sin through the incarnation, The Golden Triangle of
Christian Theology

life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. I
will note five implications of the doctrine of
redemption for Christian education.

First, as God’s act of self-revelation, Jesus

Christ reveals perfect selfhood to us. This per-

fect selfhood is expressed not only in Christ’s




divinity but in his humanity as well. For this reason, Christianity asserts that
Christ — in his life, death, and resurrection — gives us a model of true human
selfhood and that he shows us our truest and deepest identity. When we look
at the life of Christ, we discover the potentiality for growth which God gives
to us when he creates us; but when we look at his crucifixion, we discover the
depths of degradation into which sin thrusts us. When we look as his resur-
rection, we see the goodness of our creation restored to us. Anything that
biology, psychology, anthropology, or literature claims to teach us about our
human identity needs therefore a criterion by which it can be evaluated. The
theme of redemption shows that Jesus Christ is the criterion by which to test
all claims to self-knowledge. For example, college age students are often
concerned about their adult identities. Christian teachers in any of the disci-
plines mentioned will, of course, show the students how their disciplines can
contribute to self-knowledge (the doctrine of creation legitimating such secular
knowledge). But these teachers will also express skepticism about any uncon-
ditional acceptance of the claims of their disciplines (as required by the doctrine
of sin). And finally, such professors will point to Jesus Christ as the true test by
which to evaluate all claims to self-knowledge (the doctrine of redemption
making Jesus Christ available for this purpose).

Second, for the Christian, salvation is both already completed in Jesus
Christ and, at the same time, is yet to be completed. But when God’s redemp-
tion of the world does come to its consummation, it will be totally the result
of the accomplishments of Jesus Christ. The implications for education are
enormous. Cultural achievements, even of Christians, are ambiguous. Luther
said that throughout our lives, we are simultaneously saints and sinners. Since
redemption is not yet final, the dialectic between creation and sin has not yet
ended. On the one hand, we are not to despair. Christians, and others too, can
achieve some success in the sciences and can express a beauty in art that is
not merely illusion. The reality of Christ’'s conquest over death and decay proves
that sin cannot ultimately destroy the goodness of God’s creation. On the other

hand, since Christ’s victory over sin, while complete in outline and in principle,



Theological Education and the Liberal Arts

is yet to be finished in detail, we must be careful to continue a healthy skepticism
toward all cultural achievements, especially our own.

Third, we participate in this redemption only through faith. Salvation is
always God’s gift and never our own achievement. This means that our cultural
accomplishments are never the means of redemption. Christians do not engage
in education in order to bring in the Kingdom of God; that is, Christians must
not view education — not even education in the Bible — as a means of salvation.
Particularly in America, students are subtly taught that their achievements in
medicine, engineering, or science might somehow help God in his efforts to
redeem creation, or at least help to make the world the kind of place it ought
to be. Or we teach our students that expressing artistic creativity earns them
a share in salvation, perhaps even allowing them to share in the experience of
the divine. This makes education idolatrous.?

Fourth, what then is the positive role of human culture and education?
My answer is that for the Christian, the successful artifacts of culture — law,
business, medicine, management, art, music, marriage, and science at their
best — are all parables or expressions of redemption. Let me explain my
position by comparing it with the position of certain Marxists. Marxist critics
from Western Europe have argued that Tchaikovsky’s beautiful and harmo-
nious music, which was written under the numbing cruelty of the Czars, is
merely escapist and therefore utopian. They reason that since the harmony
of Tchaikovsky’s music did not reflect the economic and social disharmony
of the objective situation in Russia, and since it did not contribute to the actual
re-alignment of political power, its beauty was misleading, dangerous, and
inauthentic. While I don’t doubt that for some nineteenth century Russians,
attending a Tchaikovsky ballet was merely escapist, it is also possible that its
beauty helped keep alive the hope of God’s redemption, where that redemp-
tion will include perfect economic and social harmony and beauty. One could
also argue that works such as Tchaikovsky’s (or, for example, the landscape
paintings of Ming dynasty China) provide hints of a salvation already partially

accomplished and present. And as Christians, we know where that salvation



has been accomplished — at the cross and empty tomb of Jesus. To my way of
thinking, an education in the arts ought to climax in a recognition of Jesus Christ
as the one towards whom all beauty and harmony ultimately point.

Fifth, God’s redemption in Jesus Christ required the Incarnation. Christian
salvation is not a purely “spiritual” reality but includes physical presence as well.
This physical presence is to be found in the historical ministry of Jesus; it is
“there” in the Lord’s supper; it is located in the preacher’s bodily presence, and
this physical presence continues in the on-going ministry of the ascended Christ.
Thus Christian education requires the physical presence of the professor —
whether of zoology, art history, or theology. Without the physical presence of
the Christian professor, no educational system can adequately teach a student
how to integrate faith and learning, that is, how to integrate the incarnate salva-
tion of Jesus Christ with that student’s academic discipline. Therefore, one of the
highest priorities of any Christian college, and above all of a theological college,
ought to be the recruiting and retention of Christian faculty who bring a classical
understanding of evangelical Christianity and who can embody the integration of
the Christian faith with their various disciplines. I might further note that God’s
physical presence in Jesus Christ always expressed itself in social terms. Christ
had a mother, brothers, and sisters; he drew a band of disciples around him;
and he considered the Jewish people “his own” Paul, as well as other Biblical
authors, tell us that the life of the historical Jesus (which was itself intensely
social) continues to express itself in the social life of the church. A religious life
which — apart from catastrophic circumstances — lives apart from all Christian
communities may be very spiritual, but it is not the life of the incarnated pres-
ence of God in Christ. The incarnation implies that physical presence cannot be
sustained without participation in the Christian community, which in practical
terms means participation in a local Christian congregation. Thus a Christian
college — whether a broad liberal arts college with many majors or a specialized
theological college — ought to look for faculty who vigorously participate in a
church, in some particular community of Christian faith. This hold true for

professors in the secular disciplines such as physics, anthropology, and history
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as much as it does for professors of theology, Biblical studies, and homiletics.

Part Two
Christianity and the Liberal Arts

Christians would do well both to affirm the liberal arts and yet to retain a
certain caution about them. In the past, the term “liberal arts” was sometimes
applied to those disciplines which were appropriate for free men as opposed
to serfs, slaves, craftsmen, and manual laborers. The study of the liberal arts
implied sufficient wealth to free a man from the need to work for a living.

This view of the liberal arts with its prerequisites of wealth and high social
position stands in contrast to Christianity. Christianity has always fared poorly
when it was the exclusive possession of the favored classes and when it was
divorced from the working people of a nation. Is it not, therefore, a contradiction
to speak of a Christian liberal arts?

While the economic elitism of some versions of the liberal arts cannot be
defended Christianly, I do believe — and strongly so — that Christians can and
ought to pursue the liberal arts. Theological education especially is incomplete
without the liberal arts. To help retrieve the legitimate Christian value of the

liberal arts, I would like to define three terms: discipline, profession, and craft.

Discipline Glossary of Terms
Discipline: A scholarly field which
An academic discipline may be produces knowledge.
characterized as follows. First, there Profession: The use of one or more

is a significant body of literature that academic disciplines to earn a living

Trade: A way of earning a living
which does not require the mastery of
exist methods [a] for organizing the an academic discipline.

data of the discipline and [b] for doing Liberal Arts: The study of a variety of
academic disciplines along with the
mastery of one or more of them.

deals with the subject. Second, there

research and thus creating more data.

These methods, third, must include a
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strong theoretical element that allows one to “understand” or to “explain” that
data; that is, these methods must be capable of producing knowledge as well as
skills. (To illustrate this point: the study of surgery will result in the develop-
ment of a number of important skills in the use of equipment, interpersonal
relations, etc.; but surgery is an academic discipline only when those skills are
placed within a theoretical context that produces knowledge and can sustain
research in the field of surgery.) Fourth, every discipline requires a community
of practitioners who can check on each other and who can evaluate each other’s
research. And fifth, the discipline must be set in the context of other disciplines,
either by making use of other disciplines (as astronomy makes use of physics) or
by other disciplines making use of it (as mathematics is used by physics).

It is not a part of my definition of a discipline that it be pursued with regal
disregard for the need to earn a living. Some disciplines are quite capable of
producing a living for the practitioner: accounting, business, law, and architec-
ture come easily to mind. But other academic disciplines will not perform this
function in modern society: for example, the study of Roman literature and
archaeology. In so far as we attend only to their capacity to produce income,
we can say neither that classical literature is more truly an academic discipline
than architecture, nor that architecture is more truly an academic discipline

than classical literature.

Profession

An academic discipline — or, in some cases, a set of academic disciplines —
commonly used to earn a living, we will call a “profession.” A profession, there-
fore, has all the characteristics of any other academic discipline: a significant
body of literature, its own methodology, ability to conduct research and pro-
duce knowledge, a community of practitioners, and relations to other academic
disciplines. In addition, a profession is likely to possess an explicit code of pro-
fessional ethics, with the capacity to enforce it, in order to regulate the pursuit

of wealth and to prevent fraud.'
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Trade

In contrast to a profession, a “trade” is a method of earning a living which,
while often requiring considerable intelligence and well-honed skills, lacks one
or more of the characteristics of an academic discipline. Carpentry, Jesus’ own
mode of earning a living, is a trade but not a profession. It lacks an adequate
theoretical basis for the production of new knowledge and for the maintenance
of on-going research. When carpentry does acquire these characteristics, it
‘becomes a form of engineering or architecture and tends to lose its distinct iden-
tity as carpentry. In modern America, education in the trades is quickly moving
from the old apprenticeship system to the community colleges, especially the
newer trades associated with modern high-technology. While education for the
trades can often benefit from the study of various academic disciplines including
philosophy (this being the thesis of my article, “Philosophy and Career Educa-
tion”), they cannot themselves be considered academic disciplines.

Perhaps it is worth noting that many fields, such as accounting, business,
and law-enforcement, can be pursued either as trades or as professions. And
such an occupation as law, which is often regarded as a paradigm of a profession,
can become a trade if a lawyer narrows his or her practice to the performance

of a series of oft-repeated tasks.
Liberal Arts Education: A Definition

In light of these definitions, I think I can provide a helpful definition of a
liberal arts education. An education in the liberal arts consists [a] in the study
of a variety of academic disciplines such that the student has some idea of the
range of human knowledge [b] combined with the study of a particular disci-
pline in sufficient depth that the student has a view of that discipline from the
standpoint of a practitioner. In a few disciplines, such as elementary education,
a bachelor’s degree will qualify one as a full practitioner. In many other cases,

such as philosophy or law, a bachelor’s degree seldom indicates a mature
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practitioner; but even in these cases it is important that the student master the
discipline sufficiently well so that he or she begins to see the discipline through

the eyes of the practitioner.

The Disciplines in Theological Education

In studying for the Protestant ministry, a student will inevitably encounter
at least three separate disciplines, and usually many more. They are: Biblical
Studies, Theology, and Homiletics. Normally the fledgling minister will also
study in the disciplines of Church History, Counseling, Missions, and perhaps
music and administration. Each of these is an academic discipline in the sense
defined above. Together, they lie at the heart of ministry. Whether we under-
stand ministry as a profession or as a trade, the pastor or missionary cannot
avoid some contact with these disciplines.

Each of these strictly theological disciplines requires the student to gain a
significant knowledge of other academic disciplines. Biblical studies depends on
a knowledge of Greek and Hebrew, the study of ancient history and culture, and
literary criticism. Theology (as a specific discipline within the larger curriculum)
is the statement of the Christian faith in our contemporary world and culture.
Some tool is required for analyzing the modern culture at its deepest level. For
the entire history of Christian thought, this has been the role of philosophy. It is
impossible to study theology seriously without gaining a thorough background in
philosophy. Other disciplines may supplement the role of philosophy in analyz-
ing our modern culture. Most commonly, the study of history has provided
additional insights for the theologian. For some people, literature provides an
important way of understanding a culture. For other people, anthropology gives
some insight into the workings of a culture. The point is that one cannot study
theology without also studying philosophy and perhaps some other disciplines
as well. The study of homiletics requires not only a background in theology and
Biblical studies but also in rhetoric and communications theory. The pastoral

counselor needs some knowledge of psychology, and church administration
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depends on the standard tools of business administration.

I might observe that no theological discipline directly requires a knowledge
of the sciences such as physics, mathematics, or astronomy. Nonetheless the
sciences and technology dominate the cultural life of Northern Europe, North
America, Japan, Korea, Australia, Singapore, and other areas. Where the
sciences do not dominate, governments are working hard to educate their
populations into scientific and technological modes of thinking. Because it is
quite impossible to understand in depth any advanced culture without a deep
exposure to the sciences, a pastor without a general understanding of the
methods and contents of the sciences is seriously handicapped in ministering
in such an advanced society.

Lastly the discipline of comparative religions has begun to play an ever-
larger role in theological education. In contexts such as Japan, where Christian-
ity is a minority religion, both evangelism and pastoral care presuppose some
knowledge of non-Christian religions. In traditionally Christian areas, the
development of our “global village” means that we live in an increasingly
pluralistic world. Even in Northern Europe, Christianity is only one “religious
option” The Christian minister must be able to guide his or her congregation

in dealing with these other options.

Theological Education and Christian Ministry

Students may study theology for a variety of reasons. In the United States,
some students obtain an undergraduate degree in Biblical Studies or Theology,
and then move to graduate education in law, business, or some other area.
Other students obtain a theological education in the expectation of engaging
in ministry. As I understand Tokyo Christian University, the majority of our
students in the theological division plan to engage in full-time Christian ministry.
And while the identity of our program in International Christian Studies is still
maturing, most of our students in that division also plan to enter some form of

full-time Christian service. In short, most students at Tokyo Christian University
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study the Bible and theology in preparation for Christian ministry.

While ministry, law, and medicine are the classical professions in the
Protestant countries of Northern Europe and North America, it is also possible
to treat the ministry as a trade. In North America, there are many Bible
Institutes and Bible Colleges which train men and women as pastors and
missionaries. Requiring only a high school education for admission, the goal
of these institutions is to educate people for three of four years, at which time,
the students expect to be equipped to begin work as ministers. For these
institutions, a bachelor’s degree,” or even a diploma, is a sufficient preparation
for full-time ministry.

In a three or four year course of study, there is not enough time to give the
students both a broad, liberal arts education and also to provide all the necessary
technical tools for ministry. One can either offer a trade-school program of train-
ing for ministry, or one can offer a liberal arts program. If one offers a liberal arts
program in theology, the potential minister must complete his or her technical

education in ministry at a level beyond the bachelor’s degree.
The Importance of the Liberal Arts for Theological Education as a Profession

What reasons can be offered in support of a theological education which
is grounded in the liberal arts and which leads to the practice of ministry as a
profession and not as a trade? Would not an education oriented to ministry as a
trade be faster and less expensive? Why should a student opt for the more
expensive and time-consuming liberal arts based professional education?

Before defending professional theologica‘l education, let me state that a
trade model of theological education is a legitimate option. Particularly when
the church is in need of large numbers of clergy or missionaries, the type of
education offered by a Bible institute or a Bible college is appropriate. Not
everyone whom God calls to full-time ministry has either the finances or the
academic interest to follow the more arduous path of a liberal arts based

professional education. It must also be admitted that the liberal arts model of
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theological education has sometimes resulted in students more committed to
classical history, language-study, or philosophy than to practical ministry; in
contrast, the Bible institutes and colleges have remained relatively more fixed on
the practical commitment to evangelism, pastoral care, preaching, and missions.
Nevertheless, I will defend the importance of a liberal arts based education

for professional ministry on five grounds.

First, one can gain full compe-
tence in the theological disciplines
(Bible studies, theology, homiletics,
etc.) only as one gains competence
in the allied secular disciplines. As I
demonstrated previously, the theo-
logical disciplines depend on other
secular disciplines (Bible studies on
classical history, theology on philos-
ophy, and homiletics on rhetoric and
communications-science). To avoid

studying these allied subjects — and

Five Reasons for a Liberal Arts
Education in Theology

One: The mastery of the theological disci-
plines requires the study of other “secular”
disciplines (as Biblical studies requires the
study of Greek, Hebrew, and ancient history).

Two: The church needs the help of the liberal
arts in relating to the many changes in our
modern cultures

Three: The minister’s effectiveness in evange-
lism and pastoring can be enhanced by the
study of the liberal arts.

Four: A liberal arts based professional edu-
cation in theology helps to produce ministers
who are leaders both among other ministers

. . and among professionals in other disciplines.
thus to avoid the liberal arts — results ) ,
Five: The study of the liberal arts helps pro-

mote that breath of vision in the minister
which, in a pale way, reflects the wide variety
of God'’s creative activity.

in the future minister’s inability to

participate fully in the theological

disciplines. As a result, while the

student may be able to use the results of elementary Biblical or theological
scholarship, the student seldom has the capacity to participate in creating new
knowledge in these fields. Moreover, the minister without a background in the
liberal arts may not be able to understand the more advanced writings in Biblical
studies or theology and thus not even be able to make use of them in ministry.
Second, the good of the Christian church as a whole requires that the theo-
logical disciplines be vigorously pursued, creating new knowledge and achieving
advances in our understanding. As the sciences develop, as economic change

accelerates, as technology dominates our ever more urbanized environment,
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as the emergence of the new religions results in a more pluralistic world, as
our aesthetic and literary sensibilities change, as our political life continues in
accelerating flux, as we grow into a “global village,” as our communications-
systems grow faster and more interconnected, and as we live in a rapidly moving
world, the church desperately needs well-educated ministers and professors
to reflect on these changes and to guide the church in responding to them. In
short, in our kind of world, it is essential that the theological disciplines flourish,
both as pursued in the classroom and as refracted through the prism of ministe-
rial experience in the church. This requires a liberal arts, professional education
for some of our ministers.

Third, while effective evangelism among non-Christians and effective
ministry within a congregation are ultimately gifts from the Holy Spirit — and
thus somewhat independent of any educational system — the liberal arts can
still be very helpful to the minister. Normally, effective evangelism and ministry
are greatly aided by a reflective and intentional understanding of the cultures
in which the minister is working. It is the task of the liberal arts to promote that
reflective understanding of culture.

Fourth, a liberal arts education in theology tends to produce those minis-
ters who are leaders among other ministers and who can interact as peers with
professionals in other areas such as business, law, medicine, and science. Of
course, no education can automatically produce leaders. Some people who lack
any higher education just naturally develop the personal skills which place them
into highly responsible positions of leadership. And other people who apparently
have received the best of educations turn out to be “duds” in their professional
lives. Nonetheless, all other things being equal, a solid liberal arts education in
theology is likely to aid in the development of ministers who are respected as
leaders by other ministers as well as by other professionals in fields such as law
and business.

Fifth, at another (and, to me, the most important) level, I believe it is possi-
ble to justify a liberal arts based professional education on a strictly theological

basis. The doctrine of creation teaches us that God is the creator of all things in
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heaven and on earth. Nothing that God has made is to be dismissed as trivial or
unimportant. The ecologist knows that to gain a true picture of the balance of
nature it is necessary to study the lowly slugs and fungi as well as the magnifi-
cent eagles and lions. Just so, if we are to honor God through the study of his
creation (which study, it will be recalled, is made possible through the second,
secular moment of the doctrine of creation), then the theological student must
gain some sense of the wide variety of God’s creative activity — in short, the
theological student must pursue the liberal arts as an intrinsic part of his edu-
cation in theology, as an act of piety. Jesus not only earned a living, but he also
warned us that we shall not live by bread alone. One central goal of a profes-
sional education in theology is a breadth of vision which, in a very pale way,
corresponds to and celebrates the extraordinary variety of God’s creative act. In
the modern education, it is the distinctive function of the liberal arts to promote

that synoptic vision.

In Defence of Professional Education in Theology

It may come as a surprise to learn that some scholars look down on any
practical education in theology. Particularly in the Departments of Religious
Studies in secular universities, one hears the argument that the study of religion
in preparation for a career in ministry corrupts the serious academic study of
religion. Such people argue that in a pluralistic society and in a secular world
only the “neutral” study of religion, apart from any specific religious commit-
ment, is authentic. In the United States, governmentally funded universities
allow Departments of Religious Studies only to the extent that they remain
“purely” academic, avoiding any religious commitment, and any ministerial
preparation. Thus there is a strong practical reason for professors in these
universities to promote their neutral and objective form of education in reli-
gious studies as inherently superior.

I have two response to such criticisms. First, the role of Christian institu-

tions is precisely to provide what the secular universities cannot — that is, to
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provide education from a Christian perspective and to engage in ministerial
preparation. If we wish our colleges to continue to attract students and to exist
in a market economy, we should emphasize the distinctly Christian role of our
school. The second reason is more strictly theological. The divorce between the
“pure” knowledge of the non-professional liberal arts and the “impure” activities
of ministerial education is more appropriate to ancient Greek culture which
sharply distinguished between the life of the mind and the life of embodied
social existence than it is to Christianity which asserts that God himself took
on genuine flesh and genuine social involvement. Furthermore, even God
thought it necessary to get a job (as a carpenter) when be became incarnate in
our humanity. If God is not afraid to earn a living, why should we Christians look
down on it? (As an aside comment: the earliest Christian monks were required
to farm and work manually despite their cultural environment which considered
such activities as low-case, whereas it is non-Christian monastics — for example,
the Buddhists — who are forbidden to engage in those forms of manual labor
which can be conceived as producing an income for the monastery, such Bud-

dhist monasteries surviving on donations alone.)

The Integration of Faith and Learning in Christian Higher Education

To conclude Part Two, I would like to offer some comments about the
integration of faith and learning. While these comments would apply to any
Christian university, they apply especially to a theological college with a liberal
arts curriculum.

There are many levels of integrating faith and learning. A Christian profes-
sor may try to be more humane in relations with students. The professor may
take an appropriate moment to point a student to Jesus christ. Or a Christian
commitment may incline a professor towards a greater concern with the social
implications of his or her discipline. All these are desirable and represent impor-
tant dimensions of the integration of faith and learning. None of these activities,

however, particularly requires or even benefits from the professor’s working
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within the context of a Christian university.

Is there a dimension of the integration of faith and learning which is the
special province of the Christian university? I think there is. It should be noted
first that Christianity is not in its essence, an academic enterprise. It is the proc-
lamation of salvation through faith in Christ. In proclaiming Christ, however,
the Christian church has produced an extraordinary variety of cultural artifacts:
church music and architecture, dramas and novels, ethical reforms, and mis-
sionary societies. Among these artifacts are several academic disciplines, in
the sense defined previously. And precisely because Christianity proclaims,
throughout the entire world, God’s salvation as recorded in scripture, it follows
that the most central academic disciplines for Christianity are Biblical studies,
theology, and homiletics. In a secular classroom, one can do many things with
religion in general and with Christianity in particular; secular disciplines can use
their own methods to examine religion. As a result, even secular universities
routinely offer courses in the psychology or sociology or religion, in the Bible as
literature, in the history of church music, and even in comparative religion. What
secular colleges and universities can not do is to engage in the study of the Bible
as the Word of God (as opposed to its study as a document of ancient literature)
or engage in the theological expression of the faith for the modern world (as
opposed to merely studying Christianity as an historical fact).

In relation to the integration of faith and learning, therefore, the distinctive
role of the Christian university is two-fold. First to offer academic courses in
Biblical studies (as the study of God’s word), in theology (as the statement of
the Christian faith in and for the contemporary world), and in homiletics (as
the oral proclamation of the Word of God in human words). Second, to encour-
age the faculty in all disciplines to explore, with their students, the relation of
the content and methods of their disciplines (physics, philosophy, literature, etc.)
to the content and methods of the disciplines of Biblical studies and theology.

This distinctive role of the Christian college should supplement, and not
eliminate, the other dimensions of the relation of faith and learning which were

mentioned earlier. And most of all, this academic role must not be allowed to
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stand in the place of a personal commitment to Jesus Christ as lord and savior;

rather it is to supplement and build upon such a personal faith.

Part Three
Some Questions for the Faculty of Tokyo Christian University

One. Tokyo Christian University is the only evangelical university accred-
ited by the government of Japan. And certainly it is the only accredited
evangelical university devoted to the theological education and international
Christian education. What is the role of a government-accredited bachelor’s
degree in theology: to represent education for ministry as a trade or to repre-
sent ministry as a profession? If we do not offer a liberal arts based, professional
education in evangelical theology, who will do so in Japan? Who else can do so?

Two. What is the role of our graduate education at Tokyo Christian Insti-
tute? What is the relation of the seminary to other seminaries in Japan?

Three. To what extent do we wish to recruit additional students from over-
seas — from Thailand, Singapore, Australia, Hawaii, Vietnam, China, etc.? If
we do recruit such students, such students would benefit the Department of
Theological Studies just as much as they would benefit the Department of Inter-
national Christian Studies. Surely in our modern age, no nation or group can
understand their own culture except in relation to other peoples and cultures
which God has also created. Thus a liberal arts based theological education
could only be enhanced, at its very core, by the presence of people represent-

ing the fullness of God’s creation and the width of his vision for redemption.

1 During the Reformation, John Calvin observed the human propensity to fashion idols.
Our minds are factories for making idols. This is a direct result of sin as it has corrupt-
ed our capacity for knowledge. While we were created to honor and worship God, we
honor and worship creatures in place of God. This allows us to avoid the demand of

the living God upon us.
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Perhaps we should be especially skeptical of our religious achievements. Scriptures
argues that salvationiis God'’s gift from beginning to end, lest we should be tempted to
boast in ourselves and not in God our savior.

The tendency to make education into a means of salvation is hardly limited to Christian-
ity. The role of “gnosis” in many of the religions of the ancient Hellenistic and Roman
worlds is well known. One might also point to the role of “jnana” in Hinduism, or the
role of education in Confucianism.

The stress on education as a mode of salvation in American Protestant circles,

however, may be traced to the post-millennialism of eighteenth century America. Post-
millennialism taught that the spread of Christian civilization around the world would
lead to the return of Christ. On this basis, early American missionaries emphasized the
three “C’s” — Christianity, Commerce, and Civilization. All three were important in
preparing the world for the return of Christ.
The word “professional” can be used in a variety of inconsistent ways. Recently I
received advertisements from two American seminaries. One seminary took the
position that they would zever become a “professional” school, by which they meant
that they would emphasize the education of clergy for pastoral ministry rather than
creating research-oriented doctoral programs in biblical studies or theology. The other
seminary advertised, in equally strong terms, that they would always remain a “profes-
sional” school, by which they meant that they educated people for the practice or
profession of ministry rather than producing research scholars. These two seminaries
had virtually identical commitments, one calling that commitment “a non-professional
orientation,” the other calling that same commitment “a professional orientation.”

I wish to alert the reader to the many variations in the use of the term “professional”.
My paper will have to be understood in the light of the specific definition of “profes-
sional” offered in the main text.

Perhaps it should be noted that I am referring to the baccalaureate as it is offered in
United States and Japan. The term, “bachelor’s degree,” has a slightly different mean-
ing in Great Britain, and it has a very different meaning in France, Italy, Spain, and
Latin America.

(Theology)



Thesis
I don’t go to church. But the Bible I read.
— Dazai and the Bible

Hiromu Shimizu

Dazai, Osamu (1908-48) was twice hospitalized in 1939 as a morphino-
maniac. He wrote to his friend and confessed that he read no other book than the
Bible while he was in the hospital. It was natural for him to have come to make

frequent and apt references to the Bible.

1) The Bible is the Divide that rises higher than ever between the two
periods of Japanese Literature, that is, the Yedo Period and the Meiji Period.
It categorically divides the history of Japanese Literature. Those twenty-
eight chapters of Matthew! I spent three years on them. Mark, Luke and
John. When could I take Johannine wings?*

2) In the field of theology, that is, the historical, geographical study of the
Bible, Japan is still far behind other countries. She is, however, quick in
understanding the Christian spirit.?

3) I don’t go to church. But the Bible I read. I think the world has not
many ethnic groups who can understand the Bible more correctly than
the Japanese. Japan will also be the center of the world as far as Christianity
is concerned.’

4) In my opinion the Western thought has, as its very base, the teachings
of Jesus Christ, which have been enlarged, generalized or suspended in
judgement. The Western thought has so many scholars, so many theories;
and yet it is, in conclusion, bound to that One Book. Even science is not a
stranger to the Bible.

The Japanese should have examined the Bible first before they had studied
the Western philosophy and science. I'm not a Christian myself, but I am
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afraid the greatest factor leading to our complete defeat in the War could
have been in our cursory adoption of Western Civilization without examin-
ing the Bible.!

5) You are a so-called scholar of Western Literature, and yet it made me
shudder just to see you reading the Bible half-heartedly. Has there been
any one among the Western authors who has not struggled with the Bible?
Indeed, they are like numberless stars rotating on the axis called the Bible.

On these data one can reasonably infer that Dazai’s novels, stories, essays,
and epistles will abound in quotations from the Bible. In Dazai’s work, a total of
ninety-one quotations from the Bible are made. Such a high total is unusual for
a Japanese writer so that we can call Dazai the Japanese author who had kept
himself closest to the Bible. Out of his ninety-one Scriptural quotations as many
as seventy-nine are from the New Testament. This is surprising, especially when
we take into consideration the ratio of the New Testament to the whole Bible.
Most Japanese authors, and even Japanese Christians and Christian sympathiz-
ers in general share with Dazai this partiality to the New Testament.

Again, out of this seventy-nine New Testament quotations, as many as sixty-
two are from the Gospel according to Matthew. This data supports Dazai’s own
statement that he spent three years on the twenty-eight chapters of Matthew.

Out of sixty-two Matthean quotations, still again, twenty-six are from the
Sermon on the Mount. Judging from the fact that the Sermon only covers three
chapters of the Gospel, Dazai must have regarded the Sermon the central core
of the Gospel. To him the core of Matthew must have been in the collection of
proverbial sayings of Jesus Christ.

These numbers make an arithmetical progression, 91-79-62-26. We are
going to delve into the progression in order to find significance of Dazai’s stance
to the Bible and Japanese Literature. Dazai wrote an epistolary story eighteen
months before his suicide, his fifth attempt. The title of the story is Toka Ton
Ton, which itself is an onomatopeia of carpentry. The story consists of letters
between Dazai and one of his readers. The reader was an army soldier on V. J.

Day, 1945. The soldier listened to the Emperor’s inaudible declaration on the
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radio. He said his nation accepted the Potsdam Declaration. Then the regimental
commander encouraged his soldiers to take their own lives to prove their loyalty.
The soldier in question made a patriotic decision which, however, crumbled at
the sound of “Toka Ton Ton” coming from behind the barrack. “Toka Ton Ton”
then followed him wherever he went, in whatever he tried to accomplish. Patri-
otism first, then creative work, and finally even physical labor, love, politics, and
sports — these were all nullified by the annihilating sound of “Vanity of Vanities.”

The soldier wrote a letter to the author and asked for help: “What in the
world is that sound? It's much more than nihilism. The auditory hallucination
“Toka Ton Ton’ annihilates nihilism itself.” To him the author sent a reply and
said: “Matthew 10:28: ‘And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to
kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell” ‘Fear’ in this case, I think, is close to ‘awe.” If this saying of Jesus could be a
bolt from the blue to you, then your auditory hallucination would be no more.”

Some critics confess they don'’t follow the story: one of them even says the
story should be entitled “Ton Chin Kan”,“Greek of Greeks” in stead of “Toka Ton
Ton”,“Vanity of Vanities.” We doubt their sincerity. Some others, however, are
more serious in commenting on the story in terms of Matthew 10:28. One of
them, a disciple of Dazai, writes: “Dazai, together with the fin-de-siecle writers
of Japan who made their debue in the postwar “Sturm und Durang” confusion,
threw himself, soul and body, into hell, with the spirit of lawless people and with
their vulnerable sensitivity” quoting the following as Dazai’s own words to him:
“Jesus Christ is challenging us by Matthew 10:28 to be courageous enough to
lose ourselves completely in one thing.”

Whether Dazai read the gospel of courage or that of nihilistic passion deeply
enough to throw himself into hell, we can not ascertain from what Dazai said or
wrote. But one thing is clear: the cultural impact of the Gospel of Jesus created
shock waves which, by way of Matthew 10:28, eventually washed over Dazai.

Every human civilization, we propose, is based on nihilism, the finality of
death, and this did Dazai call “Toka Ton Ton,” an auditorial hallucination. The closing

line of the last letter in Toka Ton Ton leads us to conclude that Dazai was keenly
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aware of the tremendous shock the Gospel of Jesus had on Japanese culture.

In the vocabulary of the Japanese people there is no “annihilation.” Death is
final and after death there is nothing else than nothingness. Over against this
“culture of death” the Christian “culture of annihilation” can be put. What Jesus
declares in “Fear him which is able to destroy soul and body in hell” comes as “a
bolt out of the blue” to the Japanese in general. In Toka Ton Ton, did the culture
of annihilation, that is, what John called the second death (Rev. 20:11), hit Dazai
close to home?

Dazai committed suicide with another man’s wife by jumping into a Tokyo
river eighteen months after the publication of Toka Ton Ton. His suicide means
that although Dazai was very close to the culture of annihilation when he closed
his story by quoting Matthew 10:28, he could not believe Jesus: His Gospel was
too good to believe. His life crumbled under the impact of the first death and he
could not be saved by the second death. The reason for this seems to be in the
way how he read the Bible.

Of all the quotations from the Old testament poetry in Dazai’s work, Ps. 121
is the one he loved most. (NIV is used because it is close to the Japanese version

Dazai used.)

I lift up my eyes to the hills,
Where does my help come from?

He quoted this twice in his writings and recommended it often to his friends
and disciples. Ps. 121, especially its first verse, seems to suit the Japanese fancy.
Harumi Setouchi, a Buddhist nun and a popular author, entitled her autobiogra-
phy From Whence? and explained her liking toward the phrase as follows: “I
like the poem by Karl Busse. Uber Den Bergen/ Wohnt das Gliick/ Sagen die
Leute...... But more than that I like a verse from the Bible. When I recite ‘Where
does my help come from?’ I hope the hills may silently answer my invocation.”

The following translation and quotation are from The Yomiuri, Aug. 6th,
1980. The Tanka is a contribution by an amateur poet and the comment is by a
Shintoist Tanka Master, Hirohiko Okano.
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It is our desire

That happiness be found far
Beyond the hills, for

The Western sky this evening
Is aglow with the setting sun.

Numberless poets have sung such evensongs as this, yet we are attracted by
this Tanka (a five-line poem in 5-7-5-7-7 syllable meter), for we share with the
poet the catholic sentiment common to humanity. Ranges beyond ranges are
dark and clear in the evening sky. This dream-like desire for the other world
beyond the western ranges has occupied the heart of the Japanese in every
period of their history. In the Middle Ages it took shape in the yearning for
the Buddhistic Pure Land, the Western Paradise, and in the Modern Ages in
the European romanticism.

The above-quoted novelist, poet, and critic all make a point of noting that Ps.
121 has been loved by the Japanese. But this Psalm is definitely not a romantic
piece of poetry. If we pick up and separate the line “I lift up my eyes to the hills”
from the context and recite it in the same way as we recite a line from Proverbs,
it is as dangerous as seeing the trees at the cost of the forest, seeing the forest at
the cost of the mountain, or seeing the mountain at the cost of the Creator God.

The Biblical Hebrew of “Where does my help come from?” is a question
in the form, but in substance it is a negation in the form of a question: “Shall I
look to the mountain god for help? No! My help is from Jehovah who made the
mountains. And the heavens too!” (TLB)

In the Bible, Nature is a creature and nothing else. Nature is also a simile
or a metaphor as in the verse “As the mountains are around about Jerusalem, so
the Lord is round about his people from henceforth even for ever.” (Ps. 125:2)
Mountains, a simile for God in this case, are very often mistaken for God outside
a biblically oriented culture. Dazai was a native in such a non-biblically oriented
culture; so it was second-nature for him to take everything in the world as
natural. Even his own suicide he could take as natural: “After all, my death is a

natural death.”™
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Pss. 120-134 are called the Songs of Ascents. The most likely reference of
the title, according to Derek Kidner (Psalms 73-150, Tyndale OT Commentaries,
IVP, 1973), is the pilgrimage up to Jerusalem. A Song of Ascent is a sort of respon-
sory where one verse is sung or spoken by the leader and where the pilgrims
sang or spoke another verse in response to the leader, as it is shown in the opening
verse of Ps. 124, “Now May Israel Say,” and of Ps. 129, “May Israel Now Say.”

Ps. 121 is a typical Song of Ascent. Verse 1 is the question and all the rest,
vv. 2-8, is the answer. Or, the eight verses are grouped into four couplets. The
first couplet is a question and an answer, and so is the second one: v. 3 is a
prayer in negation (will not) and v. 4 is an answer in negation (shall not). Verse
5 is a statement which is repeated in v. 6 with several points of poetic parallels
(sun/moon, day/night). The last couplet is more than a statement and a repeti-
tion, for v. 8 is a pledge to cover all aspects of life and the whole span of time,
sweeping enough to make the closing verse the final answer to the pilgrim’s
prayer for their immediate necessities in vv. 1-6.

We entered into examination of Dazai’s relationship with the Bible on the
assumption that Dazai loved Ps. 121; but the assumption should have been that
Dazai loved the first verse only, for he had never quoted the following seven
verses. If Dazai had known that Ps. 121 is a responsory, a song not of solitude but
of solidarity, his eyes and ears should have been opened to the entire psalm and
its orchestra, and he might have been introduced to the Creator God in or behind
the mountains. “I lift up my eyes to the hills. Where does my help come from?”
was Dazai’s heart cry, but without the following verses it was nothing but a song
of solitary figure talking to himself. Such a heart cry was destined to disappear
into the vacancy far behind the hills.

A man who thinks he can read Ps. 121 alone, by himself, is easily led to con-
clude that he can read the Bible by himself without placing himself in the church,
that is, in the ecclesiastical tradition and history. In his own confession “I don’t go
to church. But the Bible I read,” we can see the reason why such an avid reader
of the Bible could not grasp the Gospel of Jesus.

Rinzou Shiina (1911-73), a Christian author, ex-communist who found

28



Jesus Christ by way of Dostoevsky, commented on Dazai’s suicide and said
that Dazai “was unable to hold on to his own nihilism” and “was disqualified
as a human being.” “A human being,” according to Shiina, “is the sum of all
his relationships.”

Shiina’s aphorism-like comment leads us to make another overture as to
Dazai and the Bible. We have proposed that the one reason for Dazai’s suicide
was in the way how he read the Bible and Ps. 121 served us as its case study.
Now, another Bible verse which was to Dazai as much a favorite verse as Ps. 121
will serve us as one more case study of Dazai and the Bible. It is the teaching of
Jesus Christ generally called the Love of Neighbor. (Matt. 19:19)

‘When Dazai was a little boy his father, a Senator then, brought a book to him
from Tokyo. That book introduced him to the teaching of the Love of Neighbor
by way of a story: a girl lying on her hospital-bed was thirsty at midnight. She
was going to finish all the sweet water with sugar left in the glass when her
neighbor, an old man, moaned for water. The girl got down the bed and helped
the old man drink up the sugar water. “A simple story, yet I remember the story
well, even the illustration, though vaguely. It was a heart-moving story, and the
Scripture verse ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself’ was on the title page.”*

Dazai was so impressed by the teaching that he twice repeats his own story
of a sailor.” He was almost saved from shipwreck by clinging to a window pane of
a lighthouse, but he chose to drown when he saw the lighthouse keeper’s family
enjoying supper; he preferred death to ruining the fellowship of a neighbor’s
family around the table.

The teaching of neighborly love found in Matthew 19:19 and some other
places is neither an invention nor an innovation by Jesus but is as old as the Book
of Leviticus where the Lord told the Israelites: “Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself: I am the lord.” (Lev. 19:18) In the New Testament, on the other hand,
we find a more practical paraphrasing of the teaching of neighborly love. It is
what is generally known as the “Golden Rule”: “All things whatsoever ye would
that man should do to you, do ye even so to them.” (Matt. 7:12) The Golden Rule

is regarded as the central core not only of the Sermon on the Mount but also of
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all the teachings of Jesus.

In an essay in 1946 Dazai wrote: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
This is my first and last motto.” But as soon as the following year, he confided in
an essay that “almost all my agony depends upon the unreasonable demand in
the teaching of a man called Jesus: ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.””*
In the same year of 1947, we have his final confession: “I am afraid we are under
the wrong impression of Jesus’ teaching, I am afraid I have interpreted it too
literally. But I have come to think these days that it is impossible and intolerable
to love others as myself. We are all of the same make. Such a thought only serves
to urge us to suicide, doesn’t it?”*

The first and the last motto became a puzzling question which has now
changed itself into an urge for suicide. In a sense, it was the Golden Rule that
hunted down Dazai until it drove him to suicide.

One of Dazai’s aphorisms may serve as a clue when we discuss the problem
of Dazai and the Golden Rule in general and the Love of Neighbor in particular.
His aphorism is: “How can a camel go through the eye of a needle? It’s unreason-
able. It's impossible.”" It is taken from Matthew 19:24 which ends “It is easier for
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter into the
kingdom of God.” It is a verse closely related in spirit and in context to the Love
of Neighbor on which Dazai’s agony depended.

Many people have cudgelled their brains what “a camel can go through the
eye of a needle” is. Shakespeare was one of them who translated a needle’s eye
as a small back gate: “It is as hard as for a camel/ To thread a postern of a small
needle’s eye.” (King Richard the Second: v. 5.16-17) Others supposed that ‘camel’
(Gk. kamelos) should really be ‘rope’ (Gk. kamilos).

Dazai, however, did not take such a figurative bypath but, having literally
interpreted his “first and last motto,” flatly gave it up. When Dazai, said “It's
impossible. It's unreasonable” he looked like the young man in Matthew Chapter
19 “who came to Jesus for eternal life, was told to love his neighbour as himsel,
but went away sorrowful having great possessions.”

Why didn’t Dazai fight the auditory hallucination to the end believing in

30



“Him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell”? Didn’t the words of
Jesus hit Dazai as a bolt out of the blue? Why didn’t Dazai realize that mountains
are a simile or a metaphor? Why didn’t Dazai tenaciously hold on to the motto of
his life? His own words “The church I do not attend. But the Bible I read” could
be an answer.

In his monumental essay “The Falsehood of ‘Love’ in Modern Japan” Sei
Itoh (1905-69) juxtaposes the Golden Rule with Confucian Golden Rule: “All
things whatsoever ye would not that men should do to you, do ye not even so to

them” and writes:

In Occidental thinking, people tend to have the peace of mind when their
relationships with others are settled; while in Oriental thinkings, people
don’t feel entirely at home in their completely equal relationships with
others. This is the difference, and we Japanese, of all the Oriental peoples,
seem to think that the way to the peace of mind is for people to keep
themselves in a situation harmless to others.

we can never love others as ourselves unless we are convinced that the
‘minus’ of this life will be redeemed in the next life or in the ideal world
where the Absolute is assumed to govern...... To assume the Absolute and
let Him tell us to participate in love with others leads to a compulsion to love
others as ourselves and the impossible becomes the possible at the word of
command...... Thomas Aquinas explains it like this: We do our best to do
good but we always fail and fall, but God exists at the very end of our doing
good...... And by means of such spiritual converters as repentance or
prayer, the believer is always given an opportunity to start anew."

The point of Shiina’s aphorism and of Itoh’s argument is very clear. It is also
very helpful when we close our examination of the problem of Dazai and the
Bible. There is a fundamentally false understanding of love in Japan because our
society does not value the positive participation in human relationships nor does
our society affirm the converting power of exercises such as repentance and
prayer and yet our society labels as “love” many lesser relationships such as that

between man and wife.
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Awakening to Mission:
The Philippine Catholic Church (1965-1981),

by Pasquale T. Giordano (Quezon City: New Day Publishers, 1988) xv, 376pages.

Reviewed by Thomas N. Wisley, Ph. D

INTRODUCTION

An evangelical might conclude from the
title that Awakening to Mission is about
Protestant missionary work among Roman
Catholics in the Philippines. In actual fact,
the book is written by a Jesuit missionary
who has lived in the Philippines more than
25 years. Rev. Pasquale T. Giordano is pro-
fessor of Religious Studies at the Ateneo de
Davao University and associate editor of
Tambara, the university journal. As a Roman
Catholic scholar he brings an “in-house”
perspective to Roman Catholic missions in
the Philippines.

But why write a book review about Roman
Catholic missions from a Roman Catholic
perspective for an evangelical journal? I
suggest two reasons.

First, approximately 86% of Filipino
people claim to be Roman Catholic in
their religious orientation. This being the

case it seems important that the religious
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background of the majority of people
be considered.

Second, I think an “insider” perspective
on this religious orientation can be helpful
to non-Catholics, particularly evangelicals. It
has been too easy in the past for evangelicals,
as well as those from other theological per-
suasions, to speak for what others believe.

For example, I picked up a book in which
the author discussed animistic religious
practices in Roman Catholic Christianity in
the Philippines. This description may or
may not be true depending upon which
Catholics one is talking about and depend-
ing upon what one means by “animism.”
Undoubtedly there is a reality here and one
cannot escape the accommodation of Roman
Catholics to the phenomenal world in their
missiology. But to equate without qualifi-
cation the animism of the New Testament
times, or the animism of Africa or West

Irian to the Philippines is inaccurate. Also,



second or third-hand comments about what
“they believe” are frequently ill-informed
and misleading. From time to time it is
good, I think, to listen to what insiders are

saying about what they believe.

PURPOSE
Giordano’s purpose is to document the
Catholic Church’s understanding of her
“mission” in the Philippines by organizing
and thematizing official documents of the
two decades prior to the “People’s Power Rev-
olution,” February 22-25, 1986; the social
upheaval that forced Ferdinand Marcos
with his wife Imelda from the presidency
and brought Corozon Aquino to power.
Herein lies one of the main strengths of
the book, particularly for the researcher
who seeks organization and interpretation
of significant Church documents relative to
Catholic missions in the Philippines.
Mission in this sense unsurprisingly
tracks closely with the trend in Roman
Catholic missiology that focuses on socio-
political concerns as central to mission
strategies. In Giordano’s words: “the heart
of the question raised in this dissertation (is
this): do church personnel and institutions
have to be involved in partisan political
movements to achieve effective results in
the process of fostering social transforma-
tion and establishing a just social order?”
Notice his use of the words “partisan

» o«

political movements,” “social transformation”

and “a just social order.” These terms are

related directly to the “heart of the ques-
tion” of “Awakening the Catholic Church”

to her mission, namely social transformation.

CRITIQUE

One of Giordano’s fundamental conclu-
sions in the book is that the Church is too
concerned about herself to be able to reach
out to meet the needs of the social situation.
Though I am largely in agreement with his
assessment, it is intriguing to me that he
critiques the mission of the Catholic Church
in the Philippines based upon inefficient
and inadequate involvement of the Church
in socio-political concerns. For it seems
to me that social involvement has been
fundamental to Catholic mission work in
the Philippines.

Moreover his critique raises a much
more fundamental question about the nature
of the Church’s evangelistic mission. Giordano
describes the evangelistic mission of the
Church in the terms “integral evangelism,”
a concept that promotes human develop-
ment and liberation as evangelism. It is not
a concept unique to Giordano but flows out
of the stream of Latin American theology
of liberation.

With regard to the proclamation of the
gospel of Christ in evangelism, Giordano
does not deny that conceptually. But it is a
form of proclamation that “impels” one
toward involvement in the “process of social
transformation” and thereby defines “con-

version” in socio-political terms.
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While not minimizing the socio-political
issues involved here, particularly in the
Philippines, to define evangelism in terms
of socio-political issues makes it possible to
justify almost any form of work, so long as it
produces change in the socioeconomic order.

Another critical comment concerns
Giordano’s assessment that the Catholic
Church was “the only institution in Philip-
pine society able to stand up to the abuses
of martial law government.”

‘While it is true that, numerically, more
instances of Catholic resistance to martial
law can be cited, it is also true that many
Protestant churches and individuals were
involved in resistance to martial law and in
the People’s Power revolution. The Dilliman
Bible Church, for example, was represented

by its pastoral staff and its lay people at the

Book Review

barricades. Others saw their responsibility
to hold prayer vigils and later spoke out in
other forums for peace and justice issues.
To say that the Roman Catholic Church was
the only institution to stand against the abus-
es of martial law is simply not true. The fact
is that the revolution of 1985 was, in many
respects, one of the most ecumenical events

of recent history in the Philippines.

CONCLUSION

Taken on the whole, Awakening to
Mission is a valuable book to be read by
both Protestants and Catholics, particu-
larly for research purposes. Much can be
learned here about the Catholic Church in
the Philippines.

(Missiology and South Asian Studies)

Shaping Character: Moral Education in the Christian College,

by Arthur Holmes (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1990). ~

Reviewed by Siegfried A. Buss

One of my happy memories of Thanks-
giving, 1954, my first year of teaching and
graduate study at Wheaton College, was
dinner with the Holmeses. I was impressed
by the high academic level of discussion and

quickly realized that I was in the company
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of a genius.

Dr. Holmes, like no other Christian
thinker, has influenced the formulating of
a sound Christian world view and helped
chart the course for Christian education,

arguing that “ethics is everybody’s business.”



This emphasis comes at a time when the
transmission of values which served to
integrate the Christian college curricu-
lum has been relegated to the religion or
philosophy department.

Why does Holmes place such stress on
ethics across the curriculum? He suggests
at least four reasons. First, it is an essential
part of higher education to cultivate the
qualities of a liberally educated person.
Holmes insists that education helps shape
people, cultivating abilities and qualities
that last throughout life. Holmes wants col-
lege graduates to think for themselves, to
communicate with empathy, precision and
grace, to make responsible decisions and to
become the kind of persons God intended
them to be. Secondly, ethics should be a
distinctive emphasis in Christian higher
education. In other words, Christian colleges
don’t just add biblical studies to a broader
range of subjects but strive for a holistic
integration of faith and learning. All the dis-
ciplines need to be penetrated as to reflect a
Christian worldview.

In the third place, Holmes insists that
values are intrinsic to the very subject mat-
ter taught in Christian colleges. What is the
spectrum of values? Holmes lists moral
values like honesty, political values like
equal justice for all, intellectual values like
truth and understanding, aesthetic values
like beauty and social values like friendship.
Holmes refers here to intrinsic values. Thus

one value intrinsic to intellectual activity

is understanding, one intrinsic to art is
beauty, one intrinsic to social relationships
is friendship, etc. Here again, ethics is
everybody’s business.

Fourth, values are inherent not only in
what is taught but also in how it is taught.
Holmes states, “What I am, what I choose to
do, and how I do it are powerful influences
on impressionable students, far more effec-
tive in many cases than ethical arguments
or theoretical lectures on moral matters.” In
other words, ethics is everybody’s business
because it implies a “range of objectives”
within which every teacher and student in
every department has a place. This, of course,
also includes administration and staff.

What, then, are the objectives that moral
education in a Christian context should
include? Holmes lists eleven:

1. consciousness-raising
2. consciousness sensitizing
3. values analysis
4. values clarification
5. values criticism
6. moral imagination
7. ethical analysis
8. moral decision making
9. responsible agents

10. virtue development

11. moral identity

The impetus for writing this book came
from the 1986 “Ethics Across the Curricu-
lum” project in which thirteen member
colleges of the Christian College Consor-

tium participated. This group was chaired
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by Dr. Holmes and we are indebted to him
for making this information available to
the public. Holmes, therefore, in writing,
has the nonspecialist in mind. We have
here a survey, an introduction to a rather
complex subject. The book is limited in
scope but invites the reader to pursue the
matter further. It concludes with a very
detailed bibliography.

(BF)

For those who some years ago during
college days took an ethics course, this
book is most helpful in updating and clarify-
ing the issue in the light of the contemporary
scene. Missionaries will find chapter two
in which Holmes assesses today’s climate,

especially helpful.

(German Literature)

Creation and Scientific Explanation,

by W. P. Carvin (Edinburgh: Scottish Academic Press, 1988).
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