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This is a course for first-year students to acquire insights and skills
necessary for success in academic life, student life, and extra-
curricular life at Tokyo Christian University. It aims to help students
cultivate a Christian worldview; think responsibly about their
spiritual development; grow in their self-understanding; develop
academic and social skills; build a foundation for Christian character
development; and understand their places as Christians living and
working within the contexts of history, culture, and society. The
course will also introduce students to the various majors, and offer
them guidance for choosing a major at the beginning of their third
year.
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Christ and the World I:
Issues Facing the Church
Today

This course introduces students to Christ’s relevance in their
contemporary context by exploring the church’s call to perceptive
biblical engagement in the most pressing conundrums and fractures
besetting all corners of culture, local and global. From the impact of
religious extremism, to the rise of naturalistic atheism, to the
popularity of pluralism, the church’s concept of God continues to
require reevaluation and articulation. Simultaneously, the church
grapples with embodying a biblical concept of community that
dignifies all image-bearers. For instance, presently salient—
particularly for Japan—is navigating issues of gender and sexuality.
The church faces fresh challenges in its relation to power as
structures consolidating influence now incorporate complex
international and economic dynamics. As technological advancement
ushers in an unprecedented information age and exposes
environmental crises, the church encounters a new set of
hermeneutical hurdles, considering if and how the Bible speaks to
such matters. With issues multiplying and modulating at a dizzying
pace, this course seeks to invigorate students’ pursuit of a Christian
liberal arts education as an invaluable asset for coming to think and
relate in redemptive kingdom-oriented ways that bear the life-
renewing presence of Christ into His world today.
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Christ and the World II:
Issues Facing the Church
through Time

The manner in which the church during two-thousand years of
history has maneuvered disastrously and gracefully through
challenges within and without serves as a rich repository for the
twenty-first century church as inheritors of their heritage. This
course will consider major creeds and confessions of early
Christianity that sought to safeguard a biblical conception of the
Trinity and Christ from various heretical alternatives. As Christianity
spread to new regions and cultures, the church encountered
opportunities for pioneering social reform and ministry to the
marginalized while struggling to maintain unity within expanding
diversity. Moreover, growing from a persecuted minority to a
powerful majority, the church was catapulted through power-
dynamic dilemmas, from the institutionalization of Christianity
under Constantine, to schisms between different East-West ecclesial
power centers, to the wielding of a Crusade sword in the name of
advancing God’s kingdom. Moving into the modern era,
Enlightenment exaltation of scientific and rational processes
spawned ventures into biblical criticism that disputed many forgone
hermeneutical conclusions. Taking in a historical and doctrinal
sweep of church development, students in this course should step
forward into contemporary Christian engagement having learned
from the bungles and breakdowns, tenacity and triumphs, of the

communitv of saints.
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Christ and the World III:
Issues Facing Ancient Israel
and the Early Church

Struggles faced by the Bible’s original audiences to discern and
abide by God’s redemptive plan provide vital wisdom for today’s
church. Situated in a land of geo-political and agricultural
vulnerability, ancient Israel faced constant threats to their concept of
God from polytheistic neighbors who appeased territorial gods to
flourish; pagan deities and cultic emperor worship presented
analogous temptations to syncretism in the New Testament’s Greco-
Roman milieu. Social issues also loomed large: Old Testament
prophets repeatedly cried out for the poor, orphan, widow, and
foreigner, and the earliest Christians navigated the gospel’s call for
socially radical equality and incorporation of Jews and Gentiles into
one body. God’s people continually wrestled with relating to power
—royal and religious—despite the biblical text’s insistence on God’s
universal sovereignty and righteousness and justice marking human
leadership. Hermeneutically speaking, the Babylonian exile posed
jarring covenantal issues, given Israel’s breach and God’s age-old
promises to Israel; the New Testament church interpreted Jesus in
light of those very promises, while warding off infiltrations by false
teachers. Through this course students should grow in understanding
the covenant story of God that provides the only foundation for a
faithful and flourishing life in the world.
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Spiritual Development

Spiritual development is a course designed to give you space to
reflect on your spiritual development and identity. It offers a blend of
discussion and experiential exercises, and it employs the action-
reflection model of learning. In this course we will read classical
texts to study the nature of spiritual formation and the various ways
that Christians have sought to deepen their relationship with God,
and students will be expected to reflect on these both individually
and with a reflection partner.
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Christian Life Formation 1

This is a course for first-year students. Christian Life Formation
aims to cultivate in students the will and ability to serve God,
Church, and society through (1) attending the university’s daily
chapel services, (2) reflecting on dorm and student life, and (3)
participating in local church worship each Sunday. Students will
deepen their self-understanding through self-evaluations and
professors’ evaluations of their activities in these three areas, and
thereby seek growth in accordance with their goals for personal
development.
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Christian Life Formation 2

This is a course for second-year students. Christian Life Formation
aims to cultivate in students the will and ability to serve God,
Church, and society through (1) attending the university’s daily
chapel services, (2) reflecting on dorm and student life, and (3)
participating in local church worship each Sunday. Students will
deepen their self-understanding through self-evaluations and
professors’ evaluations of their activities in these three areas, and
thereby seek growth in accordance with their goals for personal
development.
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Christian Life Formation 3

This is a course for third-year students.Christian Life Formation
aims to cultivate in students the will and ability to serve God,
Church, and society through (1) attending the university’s daily
chapel services, (2) reflecting on dorm and student life, and (3)
participating in local church worship each Sunday. Students will
deepen their self-understanding through self-evaluations and
professors’ evaluations of their activities in these three areas, and
thereby seek growth in accordance with their goals for personal
development.
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Christian Life Formation 4

This is a course for fourth-year students. Christian Life Formation
aims to cultivate in students the will and ability to serve God,
Church, and society through (1) attending the university’s daily
chapel services, (2) reflecting on dorm and student life, and (3)
participating in local church worship each Sunday. Students will
deepen their self-understanding through self-evaluations and
professors’ evaluations of their activities in these three areas, and
thereby seek growth in accordance with their goals for personal
development.
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Academic Research and
Writing

In this course, students will learn techniques and gain practice for
reading, analyzing, and evaluating nonfiction sources and presenting
the results of their inquiry in clear, organized, and carefully
documented research papers. In order to do so, students will hone
their grammatical, logical, and rhetorical abilities. Beyond referring
to the structure of language, grammar concerns the facts of a given
subject; consequently, mastering grammar entails one’s ability to
demonstrate a robust command of a given subject or topic. Relatedly,
logic extends further than the mere science of reasoning to include
one’s ability to analyze, synthesize, and subsume facts (and
grammar) through powers of reasoning. Rhetoric, then, denotes one’s
ability to communicate these subsumed facts with clarity and finesse.
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Psychology I

Psychology | surveys major past and present issues in the field of
human psychology. This course aims to help students understand
human growth and development through psychological approaches to
the study of emotions, notions of self, physical movement,
communication, interpersonal relationships, and trust dynamics with
parents/caregivers. As students examine the various stages of life,
they will be challenged to consider human maturation through the
lens of a biblical worldview as well as relate classroom content to
relevant contemporary issues.
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Psychology I

Psychology Il surveys major past and present issues in the field of
human psychology. This course focuses on understanding humans
through biblical reflection and consideration of various psychological
disorders such as rage, addiction, and suicidal tendencies. Case
studies and presentations by students investigate the apprehension of
human souls and the various approaches employed by counselors in
caring for them.
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Survey of Western
Philosophy

This course surveys the history of Western philosophy from the
beginnings of Greek philosophy until modern times with two main
objectives in view: first, to be a general introduction to the nature,
problems, methods, concepts, vocabulary, and divisions of
philosophy; and second, to introduce the history of Western
philosophy. A broad selection of ideas about nature, the mind, and
ethics are explored through various examples of philosophers
throughout history. Students will learn about important philosophers
such as Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus, Plotinus, René
Descartes, John Locke, and Immanuel Kant. Students will also learn
distinctive characteristics of philosophical schools or trends. Among
the ancients, these schools include Platonism, Aristotelianism,
Epicureanism, Stoicism. Among the medievals, these include
Thomism and nominalism. Among the moderns these include British
empiricism, German idealism, and existentialism. Students will
become familiar with basic terms and ideas used by philosophers,
preparing them for further studies in philosophy and theology.
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Great Books I :
Western Philosophy

Expanding students’ exposure to seminal literary works across time,
space, and culture, this course focuses specifically on the major
contributions to Western philosophy made by figures such as Plato,
Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas, and John Locke. Extending from the
ancient Greco-Roman era, through the medieval period, and
including the Enlightenment, Western philosophy continues to shape
modern patterns of thought across the world. The instructor will vary
the readings for each offering of this course. Students can anticipate
rigorous engagement with primary source material through close
reading of assigned texts and insightful question formulation. This
course adopts a Socratic-style structure for in-class discussion, so all
students should be prepared for thoughtful interaction with their
peers and instructor regarding the material’s original impact and
contemporary relevance.
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Great Books II':
Japanese Literature

Expanding students’ exposure to seminal literary works across time,
space, and culture, this course focuses specifically on major works of
Japanese literature by figures such as Soseki Natsume, Yasunari
Kawabata, Yukio Mishima, and Shusaku Endo, as well as more
recent authors such as Kenzaburd Oe and Haruki Murakami. These
contributions to the Japanese literary canon have gained international
acclaim and offer unique cultural insight by harnessing the power of
narrative. The instructor will vary the readings for each offering of
this course. Students can anticipate rigorous engagement with
primary source material through close reading of assigned texts and
insightful question formulation. This course adopts a Socratic-style
structure for in-class discussion, so all students should be prepared
for thoughtful interaction with their peers and instructor regarding
the material’s original impact and contemporary relevance.

(FnaR) BERE, 220, SUbLZ A CRERE N 2R OSUAEMICin G
LRBEMELICR R T, B Bikca . IR, =B lkd ok, AR,
KITHE=BR, A BRI 21285 EARSCFE RN ET, ZRHOSCEESR
WEEREC Em<EHl S CTERY, BEE0 HE AL T iz ek
HRZRETRAEL T Ed, RETITV T T AERD T 4 AT v a2 T
T, FAITRE L2 D SR A B A A B LRSI RSN SR 5 2 72
LR EOBEICOWTILE X BT, o2 ESLCHE EOERIC
AN ERWIRFSN TOET, HEEATITOET,

12




Great Books II':
Sacred Books of the East

Expanding students’ exposure to seminal literary works across time,
space, and culture, this course focuses specifically on the major
contributions of several world religions’ sacred texts, such as the
Qur’an of Islam, the Bhagavad Gita and Vedas of Hinduism, Sutras
of Buddhism, and foundational texts of Confucianism and Taoism by
Confucius, Lao Tzu, and Mencius. Stepping outside of the familiar
realms of Judeo-Christian thought, students will have opportunities
to practice attentive listening across difference and to put their
worldviews in conversation with those of ancient traditions that have
large followings today. The instructor will vary the readings for each
offering of this course. Students can anticipate rigorous engagement
with primary source material through close reading of assigned texts
and insightful question formulation. This course adopts a Socratic-
style structure for in-class discussion, so all students should be
prepared for thoughtful interaction with their peers and instructor
regarding the material’s original impact and contemporary relevance.
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Great Books IV:
Christian Classics

Expanding students’ exposure to seminal literary works across time,
space, and culture, this course focuses specifically on the major
contributions to orthodox Christian theology made by figures such as
Origen, Augustine, Luther, and Kierkegaard. The impact of these
commentaries, treatises, letters, sermons, etc., has continued to
ripple down though the ages, shaping the way the church
understands the nature of its confession of faith and relation to the
world. The instructor will vary the readings for each offering of this
course. Students can anticipate rigorous engagement with primary
source material through close reading of assigned texts and insightful
question formulation. This course adopts a Socratic-style structure
for in-class discussion, so all students should be prepared for
thoughtful interaction with their peers and instructor regarding the
material’s original impact and contemporary relevance.
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Great Books V':
19th & 20th Century
Novels

Expanding students’ exposure to seminal literary works across time,
space, and culture, this course focuses specifically on major 18th-
century English novels written by female authors such as Virginia
Woolf, Jane Austen, George Eliot, Mary Shelley, and the Bronté
sisters; Russian classics of the 19th century; and key African novels
of the 20th century. These stories have provided avenues for
introducing fresh sociological, psychological, and literary
perspectives, and they have offered incisive commentary on the
authors’ complex histories and socities. The instructor will vary the
readings for each offering of this course. Students can anticipate
rigorous engagement with primary source material through close
reading of assigned texts and insightful question formulation. This
course adopts a Socratic-style structure for in-class discussion, so all
students should be prepared for thoughtful interaction with their
peers and instructor regarding the material’s original impact and
contemporary relevance.
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Great Books VI:
Social Sciences

Expanding students’ exposure to seminal literary works across time,
space, and culture, this course focuses specifically on the major
contributions to the fields of sociology and economics made by
figures such as Adam Smith, Max Weber, Emile Durkheim, John
Maynard Keynes, Karl Polanyi, and John Kenneth Galbraith. These
interrelated fields that have significantly emerged and developed in
the modern era offer distinct lenses on human motivation and
behavior in micro- and macro-societies. The instructor will vary the
readings for each offering of this course. Students can anticipate
rigorous engagement with primary source material through close
reading of assigned texts and insightful question formulation. This
course adopts a Socratic-style structure for in-class discussion, so all
students should be prepared for thoughtful interaction with their
peers and instructor regarding the material’s original impact and
contemporary relevance.
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Great Books VII:
Natural Sciences

Expanding students’ exposure to seminal literary works across time,
space, and culture, this course focuses specifically on the major
contributions to fields of natural sciences made by figures such as
Euclid, Pascal, Galileo Galilei, Isaac Newton, Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe, and Charles Darwin. Ranging from ancient Greece to
nineteenth-century England, and from astronomy to botany, works
like these brought drastic shifts to the ways society conceived of the
world’s mechanics and provided new launching points for the next
generations of natural scientists to move forward. The instructor will
vary the readings for each offering of this course. Students can
anticipate rigorous engagement with primary source material through
close reading of assigned texts and insightful question formulation.
This course adopts a Socratic-style structure for in-class discussion,
so all students should be prepared for thoughtful interaction with
their peers and instructor regarding the material’s original impact
and contemporary relevance.
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Total English 1-A
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Total English 1-C
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Elementary Japanese
Language and Culture 1
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Elementary Japanese
Language and Culture 2
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Elementary Japanese
Language and Culture 3
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Intermediate Japanese
Language and Culture 1
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Intermediate Japanese
Language and Culture 2
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Intermediate Japanese
Language and Culture 3
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Advanced Japanese
Language and Culture 1
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Advanced Japanese
Language and Culture 2
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Advanced Japanese
Language and Culture 3
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Japanese Extensive
Reading and Listening 1

High Japanese input through frequent and diverse reading and
listening practice increases the fluency of students’ output in
speaking and writing. In this course, students will read and listen
extensively to a variety of Japanese resources at levels appropriate
for them (e.g., Japanese Graded Readers, picture books, novels,
manga, anime books, newspapers, videos). As students accrue
Japanese input, they will also be expected to share their Tadoku with
others through speaking and writing exercises. Because students in
this course may vary widely in their experiences of Japanese
language acquisition and current abilities, each student will meet
with the instructor to decide his or her personal goals for this course
and beyond.
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Japanese Extensive
Reading and Listening 2

High Japanese input through frequent and diverse reading and
listening practice increases the fluency of students’ output in
speaking and writing. In this course, students will read and listen
extensively to a variety of Japanese resources at levels appropriate
for them (e.g., Japanese Graded Readers, picture books, novels,
manga, anime books, newspapers, videos). As students accrue
Japanese input, they will also be expected to share their Tadoku with
others through speaking and writing exercises. Because students in
this course may vary widely in their experiences of Japanese
language acquisition and current abilities, each student will meet
with the instructor to decide his or her personal goals for this course
and beyond.
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Japanese Extensive
Reading and Listening 3

High Japanese input through frequent and diverse reading and
listening practice increases the fluency of students’ output in
speaking and writing. In this course, students will read and listen
extensively to a variety of Japanese resources of their choice (e.g.,
Japanese Graded Readers, picture books, novels, manga, anime
books, newspapers, videos). As students accrue Japanese input, they
will also be expected to share their Tadoku with others through
speaking and writing exercises. Because students in this course may
vary widely in their experiences of Japanese language acquisition
and current abilities, each student will meet with the instructor to
decide his or her personal goals for this course and beyond.

(FnaR) MRk 0 BB T2 ~LD | ﬂi;ﬁ?ﬁfé%‘ XIS LR
HTY, ZEDOL~LIZADLE T, #ix L ~ULillEE FEAS, /NI
1B, 7= A, BT th“ AARGEEM 28 F _su%;sn Eﬁé‘iﬁ“o Fide
BSOS ENE 2 AICoN T, GiLZ0EY \f:@#é:&%@bf#/ﬁiw
KERETDNEDTHIENHHEINTCET, A AAGE v«‘/ms
AR THDHTD . Y B LHRL TENThO B AFEFSE BT BE
ERELET, HE B TITWET,

19




Mastering Kanji 1

Beyond the stage of true beginner, no two speakers of Japanese as a
second language have the same experience with, or exposure to,
spoken and written Japanese. This is especially true for Japanese
language learners’ exposure to Kanji. Therefore, this course is
designed to account for the vast range of abilities that exists among
Japanese learners. We will adopt an approach that will not only
accommodate but also challenge every participant, whether a
complete beginner or an advanced learner of the Japanese language.
In the weekly sessions, the class members will acquire and hone
strategies for learning and remembering Kanji; learn how to use
analog and digital tools for Kanji acquisition; set personal and group
goals (short-term and long-term); check and report on progress; and
encourage one another in their efforts to achieve their goals.
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Mastering Kanji 2

Beyond the stage of true beginner, no two speakers of Japanese as a
second language have the same experience with, or exposure to,
spoken and written Japanese. This is especially true for Japanese
language learners’ exposure to Kanji. Therefore, this course is
designed to account for the vast range of abilities that exists among
Japanese learners. We will adopt an approach that will not only
accommodate but also challenge every participant, whether a
complete beginner or an advanced learner of the Japanese language.
In the weekly sessions, the class members will acquire and hone
strategies for learning and remembering Kanji; learn how to use
analog and digital tools for Kanji acquisition; set personal and group
goals (short-term and long-term); check and report on progress; and
encourage one another in their efforts to achieve their goals.
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Mastering Kanji 3

Beyond the stage of true beginner, no two speakers of Japanese as a
second language have the same experience with, or exposure to,
spoken and written Japanese. This is especially true for Japanese
language learners’ exposure to Kanji. Therefore, this course is
designed to account for the vast range of abilities that exists among
Japanese learners. We will adopt an approach that will not only
accommodate but also challenge every participant, whether a
complete beginner or an advanced learner of the Japanese language.
In the weekly sessions, the class members will acquire and hone
strategies for learning and remembering Kanji; learn how to use
analog and digital tools for Kanji acquisition; set personal and group
goals (short-term and long-term); check and report on progress; and
encourage one another in their efforts to achieve their goals.
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Biblical Studies I:
Old Testament Survey

This course aims for students to become more competent interpreters
and communicators of the Old Testament by learning to: (1)
articulate the over-arching narrative of the Old Testament; (2)
identify and explain the purpose and message of Old Testament
books and major canonical divisions in their literary and historical
contexts; (3) understand and critically assess some of the central
controversies concerning the Old Testament from ancient to modern
times; (4) express certain hermeneutical issues surrounding the
affirmation of the Old Testament as God’s Word; and (5) stimulate a
lifetime of Old Testament study by practicing formation of
thoughtful questions and faithful approaches to solutions.
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Biblical Studies I :
New Testament Survey

The twenty-seven books of the New Testament together comprise the
authoritative apostolic tradition of reflection upon the decisive
climax in God’s redemptive plan: the historical incarnation, death,
and resurrection of Jesus, followed by the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on his church. Through that very Spirit and within the
particularity of their own experiences of Christian living, the various
New Testament authors passed along gospel witness to instruct and
guide the church. This course will explore the historical backgrounds
and literary genres of these twenty-seven books toward the end of
students’ enriched comprehension and increased desire to continue
carefully studying and effectively communicating the New
Testament.
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Biblical Studies II:
Approaches to Biblical
Interpretation

This course introduces students to basic biblical hermeneutics,
namely, how readers from ancient to modern times have discovered
historical, literary, theological, and other meanings in the Old and
New Testaments. Through study of author-centered approaches,
students will learn about the importance and limitations of historical
knowledge and theories for making sense of biblical texts. Through
study of text-centered approaches, students will learn about methods
and tools for recognizing and competently interpreting various
literary forms in the Bible. And through study of reader-centered
approaches, students will critically consider how readers’ historical
and social locations, religious identities, political views, and
economic circumstances can stimulate questions that open up new
meanings but also inform assumptions that close off other ways of
understanding the Bible. Students will be challenged to identify their
own presuppositions and methods of interpretation, as well as those
of their neighbors from other cultural and denominational
backgrounds.
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Biblical Studies IV:
Topics in Biblical Theology

This course will explore one or two key biblical themes, such as the
Kingdom of God, which stands at the heart of Jesus’ ministry. The
specific topics covered may differ from year to year, but this course
will always provide a robust opportunity for students to reflect
deeply on a biblical topic of high relevance to faith and practice in
the contemporary world. Due attention will be paid to the specific
historical setting of each biblical text examined, yet the focus will
particularly be on the continuity and development of a biblical theme
from the Old Testament through the intertestamental period, up to
the New Testament. Students are expected to cultivate a
multifaceted perspective on a biblical topic and engage
constructively with some influential scholarly views on the topic.
Furthermore, students will grapple with seemingly contradictory
passages throughout the biblical text and hone their ability to
articulate coherent biblical theology.

() A =ADBEDH LN DT THDE | DIH7, BETHRLRDT —
S EPNET, IS TR BT 57 —<3EDVET A, BELFAT
HAES S BT, CLTEMABRAMR TEDITHE S DTN TR

HTCBNRSB A DS TR L E, {8 2 DI EE T OE Y7215 1
TR EBLDZR D, IAKIEE 0 P R O B F I — LT
RONDERMERLFERISER LEY, AT BETHOREDT —<IC
DWTELERIRERER N, 20T — <235 7 Al RARI 2

R Z LA s E T, R ATITVET,

Biblical Studies V:
Selected Biblical Books

The objective of this course is to develop critical competencies in the
arts of interpreting and reflecting theologically on the Christian
Bible. Students will accomplish this by focusing on a selected
biblical book (e.g., Exodus) or sub-set of texts within a book (e.g.,
the story of Abraham in the book of Genesis). In the course readings,
lectures, discussions, and presentations, students will give attention
to the following: problems related to the original biblical text and its
translation; assumptions, aims, methods, and tools of various
exegetical approaches; historical and literary contexts of
interpretation; similarities and differences among various traditional
and modern approaches; relationships among biblical texts (e.g., the
relationship between the Old Testament account and New Testament
references to it); possible relationships among biblical and non-
biblical texts; similarities and differences among Jewish, Christian,
and, when applicable, Muslim interpretations from early to modern
times as represented in biblical translation, commentary, and
retellings.
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Practical Theology I :
Introduction to Christian
Ministry in Japan

Faithful theology necessarily extends far beyond mere intellectual
theorizing to the practice of ministry. Every person who comes to
know the triune God through Jesus receives a “call” to ministry—
regardless of whether he or she works in a church context—since
ministry is no more and no less than a life of service to others in
imitation of Jesus. Ministry must permeate the entire life of Jesus’
followers because ministry characterized Jesus, from his youth to his
cross. Thus, Christians must minister in the home, church,
workplace, lives of the marginalized and suffering, and socio-
political structures of the world. This course will return repeatedly to
the foundational truth of Christian ministry that believers serve
others not by standing over them but kneeling in humility before
them, considering especially the particular contours of this service
when ministering within and alongside Japanese churches to the
surrounding culture.
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Practical Theology I :
Missiology

The purpose of this course is to provide a general introduction to the
discipline of missiology while establishing a foundation for mission
and its practice. Reaching to the roots of mission, this course peers
through biblical and theological lenses at the nature and mission of
the church and surveys a historical overview of mission. With
emphasis on the biblical articulation of God’s mission, students will
track the concept of God’s reign from its Old Testament origin to its
culmination in Jesus Christ, and to its ongoing development in the
church. God has intended to bless the world since his initial creative
act. Consequently, comparison between God’s desire for Israel to
bless the nations and his mandate for the church to do likewise will
be a key focus of this course. God’s ultimate movement to bless the
world through the life, death, and resurrection of Christ will provide
a framing perspective for the church’s ongoing mission. Students
will also consider more recent anthropological contributions to
missiology and current mission issues.
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Practical Theology II:
Public Speaking: Theory
and Practice

This course coaches students through development of speech
organization with an emphasis on practical speech-making and
delivery. Each student will organize, prepare, and present speeches
serving a variety of purposes (e.g., to inspire, to demonstrate, to
inform, to persuade, to accept an honor), learning how to tailor each
speech’s structure to suit the particular function. In addition to
practicing preparation and delivery within a designated time frame,
students will learn how to evaluate the speeches of others based on
the speech’s stated purpose and provide constructive feedback.
Through this course students will be equipped for effective and
confident verbal communication in their futures.
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Practical Theology IV:
Christian Ethics

This course introduces students to the principles of ethics from a
biblical perspective by addressing both the theory and practice of
Christian living. Since Christian moral teaching assumes and builds
upon certain universal ethical affirmations, the course presents the
classical cardinal virtues (i.e., justice, temperance, prudence,
courage) alongside distinctly Christian virtues. Furthermore, biblical
injunctions, especially the Ten Commandments, are explored as
bases for Christian practice. Students will interact with various
contemporary debates on the sources and norms for Christian ethics,
including theories of divine command and natural law. In addition to
grappling with the ideological foundations of ethics, students will
apply ethical theories to specific practical topics (e.g., marriage and
sexuality, business and wealth, and societal justice) from the
perspectives of both biblical teaching and current positions. Through
this well-rounded survey of Christian ethics, students should find
themselves better equipped to think critically about faithful Christian
engagement in the world.
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Practical Theology V':

Christian Education

Though encompassing diverse values, Christian education deeply
influences faith formation, instrumental in processing one’s roots
and charting a trajectory for the future. This course examines how
people, theories, and movements influenced the development of
Christian education. Students will learn the practices of Christian
education from ancient times, through the Middles Ages and
Renaissance and Reformation, to modern times. Building on this
groundwork, students will reflect on their own approaches to
Christian education and investigate several avenues through a variety
of projects. Though this course focuses mainly on the history of
Christian education in the West, students will take different cultural
backgrounds into consideration and construct flexible applications.
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Practical Theology VI:
Christian Apologetics:

Defending Faith with
Reason

This course examines the perennial question of the relation between
faith and reason, a recurring issue from the beginnings of
Christianity to the present day. Consequently, this course will make
use of the rich resources available from great theologians of the past.
The course aims both to familiarize students with various traditional
Christian paradigms on faith and reason and to address important
challenges to these paradigms. Accordingly, they will look at some of
the most influential Christian theologians (e.g., Augustine, Aquinas,
Luther, Calvin, Wesley) who have shaped both the universal church
and, more specifically, Protestant and evangelical theology. Students
will also examine some important issues that have shaped theology
in modern times and pose new problems: for example, skepticism
toward miracles and modern atheism. The opinions and problems
addressed in the course relate to universal questions and long-term
trends that are of enduring significance to thoughtful Christians
living today. Course readings and discussion will be centered on
representative original sources.
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Practical Theology VI:
Philosophy and Theology
of Music

“In the beginning was the Word” (Jn. 1:1a) and “The word of God is
alive and active” (Heb. 4:12) proclaims the New Testament. If the
Word is of primary importance, why should we expend our valuable
time and energy making and listening to music? Furthermore, if, as
comedian Steve Martin says, “Talking about music is like dancing
about architecture,” why should we devote ten weeks to exploring
music through reading and discussion? Maintaining the importance
of discovering and affirming music’s role in God’s design, this
course aims to: (1) deepen understanding of music’s God-glorifying
potential; (2) draw parallels between the biblical story and the
structure and social functions of music; (3) probe the history of
music composed for worship as well as various philosophical and
theological approaches to music; and (4) apply newfound
perceptiveness toward music in personal musical endeavors.
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Christian History and
Tradition I:
Ancient and Medieval
Church History

This course is designed to introduce students to the history of
Christianity from antiquity to the late Middle Ages, acquainting
them with historical and theological developments involving key
figures, movements, and doctrines of the period. For instance,
students will learn about major controversies faced by the early
church, such as Gnosticism and Arianism; influential figures, such as
Augustine and Thomas Aquinas; and causes and effects of major
shifts, such as the rise of Christian emperors, the growth of
monasticism, and the beginnings of medieval universities.
Proceeding chronologically with a focus on Eastern and Western
Christianity, this course also recognizes the global spread of
Christianity. Many of the events and ideas discussed in this class
continue to have direct relevance for modern Christianity, including
church-state relations, university education, and debates about the
nature of Jesus Christ. Accordingly, this course provides students
with tools to think critically about such topics.
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Christian History and
Tradition I
The Reformation and
Modern Church History

This course is designed to introduce students to the history of
Christianity from the Reformation to the present, acquainting them
with historical and theological developments involving key figures,
movements, and doctrines of the period. Some of the major
phenomena covered during this course are the sixteenth-century
Protestant Reformation, the response of the Catholic Counter-
Reformation, Puritanism, the institutionalization of the Reformation
in Protestant orthodoxy, the transplantation of European Christianity
to the New World (America), and post-Enlightenment theology.
Through critical engagement with the past, students will gain
resources for perceptive engagement with a contemporary church
acutely impacted by the legacy of the Reformation and later shifts,
such as the rise of various Protestant denominations (Baptist,
Methodist, etc.), and contributions of the Enlightenment (modern
science, biblical criticism, etc.) that have influenced all Christian
traditions. Understanding when and where patterns of thought begin,
as well as their subsequent development, will better equip students
to evaluate their own beliefs and to understand contemporary
Christianity.
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Christian History and
Tradition II:
The Heidelberg Catechism

This course on the Heidelberg Catechism explores the history and
theology of the Heidelberg Catechism in order to understand its
relevance for spiritual life and ministry today. Coursework mainly
consists of lecture and discussion. After the instructor introduces
students to the history and theology of the Heidelberg Catechism,
students will begin reading and discussing each question and answer
throughout the text of the Heidelberg Catechism. Each student is
required to prepare a short written response to the assigned set(s) of
questions and answers in preparation for every class. In addition,
each student will write a paper on an assigned section of the
Heidelberg Catechism.
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Christian History and
Tradition IV:
Science and Religion

This course provides students with a broad historical overview of the
relationship between science and religion and the philosophical and
theological issues surrounding their interaction. The course covers
different periods in the history of interaction between science and
religion, from how the early church fathers saw the relationship
between Christianity and the natural world, to the influence of
Aristotelianism in the high middle ages, to the mechanical
philosophy of the seventeenth century, to Isaac Newton, to the rise of
William Paley's “Natural Theology,” to the development of the
theory of evolution and Charles Darwin, and finally to more
contemporary debates and discussions. By the end of this course,
students will be able to reach an understanding of the richness of the
interaction (positive and negative) between science and religion,
have a sense of where they might stand in this discussion, and be
able to articulate some of the strengths and weaknesses of the
different positions regarding the relationship between science and
religion.
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Christian History and
Tradition V:
Systematic Theology

This course on Systematic Theology is an in-depth study of Alister
McGrath’s Scientific Theology project. McGrath’s scientific
theology can be seen as a project on the “relation of Christian
theology and the natural sciences” or “a full blown work on
theological methodology,” but it is most of all “a defense of the
entire theological enterprise,” where “Christian theology is argued to
be a distinct legitimate intellectual discipline in its own right, with
its own sense of identity and purpose, linked with an appreciation of
its own limitations and distinctive emphases within the human quest
for wisdom as a whole” (McGrath, The Science of God, ix-x). This
course will help students 1) develop an appreciation for, and an
understanding of, how a theological method is put together; 2)
understand the opportunities and risks involved in drawing
intellectual resources from outside the Christian tradition in the
development of a Christian theological system; and 3) explore the
legitimacy of Christian theology in the market place of other
ideologies and systems—especially those that are purely naturalistic,
materialistic, or nihilistic. Using McGrath’s The Science of God as
the primary text, this course will be broken down into three major
themes—Nature, Reality, and Theory—with each theme covered
over three weeks.
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Christian History and
Tradition VI:
Japanese Church History

This course surveys Japanese church history, broadly divided into the
early Roman Catholic movement in 16-17th century and
Protestantism in Japan in 19-20th century. Focused topics include
the mission work of Francis Xavier; the persecutions of the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries; the underground Christian activities
during the Edo Period; the opening of Japan to Christian missions in
the nineteenth century; the clash of education and religion in the
Meiji Period; the production of the Japanese Bible and hymnals; the
modern Christian social movements (pre-WWII); the church’s
relationship to Japan’s war effort and State Shinto; and the new
religious liberties following WWII. More than learning a detailed
account of church organizations, the chief goal of this course is for
students to understand the relation between Japanese culture and
Christianity with informed maturity.
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