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Ever since I became a Christian I have thought that
the best, perhaps the only, service I could do for my
unbelieving neighbours was to explain and defend
the belief that has been common to nearly all Chris-
tians at all times..."mere" Christianity, which is what
it is and was what it was long before I was born and
whether I like it or not. [Mere Christianity (New
York: MacMillan, 1952), pp. 6-7]
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The only safety is to have a standard of plain, cen-
tral Christianity ("mere Christianity" as Baxter called
it) which puts the controversies of the moment in
their proper perspectives. Such a standard can be
acquired only from old books. ["On the Reading of
Old Books" in God in the Dock (Grand Rapids, MI:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1970),
p. 201]
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I opened Mere Christianity and found myself (in-
stead) face-to-face with an intellect so disciplined,
so lucid, so relentlessly logic that I could only be
grateful I had never faced him in a court of law.
[Charles W. Colson, Born Again, p. 121]
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C.S. Lewis (1898.11.29 — 1963.11.22)
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I thought I saw how stories of this kind could steal
past a certain inhibition which had paralyzed much
of my own religion in childhood. Why did one find
it so hard to feel as one was told one ought to feel
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about God or about the sufferings of Christ? I thought
the chief reason was that one was told one ought to.
An obligation to feel can freeze feelings. And rever-
ence itself did harm. The whole subject was associ-
ated with lowered voices; almost as if it were some-
thing medical. But supposing that by casting all these
things into an imaginary world, stripping them of their
stained-glass and Sunday School associations, one
could make them for the first time appear in their
real potency?(Rehabilitations and Other Essays, p.
37)
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We are not talking of truth, but of meaning: meaning
which is the antecedent condition both of truth and
falsehood, whose antithesis is not error but nonsense.
I am a rationalist. For me, reason is the natural organ
of truth; but imagination is the organ of meaning.
Imagination, producing new metaphors or revivify-
ing old, is not the cause of truth, but its condition.
("Bluspels and Flalansferes", pp. 157-158)
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Human intellect is incurably abstract. Pure mathemat-
ics is the type of successful thought. Yet the only re-
alities we experience are concrete—this pain, this plea-
sure, this dog, this man. While we are loving the man,
bearing the pain, enjoying the pleasure, we are not
intellectually apprehending Pleasure, Pain or Person-
ality. When we begin to do so, on the other hand, the
concrete realities sink to the level of mere instances
or examples: we are no longer dealing with them,
but with that which they exemplify. This is our di-
lemma—either to taste and not to know or to know
and not to taste—or, more strictly, to lack one kind of
knowledge because we are in an experience or to lack
another kind because we are outside it. As thinkers
we are cut off from what we think about; as tasting,
touching, willing, loving, hating, we do not clearly
think. You cannot study Pleasure in the moment of
the nuptial embrace, nor repentance while repenting,
nor analyse the nature of humour while roaring with
laughter. But when else can you really know these
things? "If only my toothache would stop, I could
write another chapter about Pain." But once it stops,
what do I know about pain? ("Myth Became Fact" in
God in the Dock (Grand Rapids, MI: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1970), pp. 65-66]
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a "myth" in the Socratic sense, i. €., an account of
what may have been the historical fact. Not to be
confused with "myth" in Dr. Niebuhr's sense (i. €., a
symbolical representation of non-historical truth).

[The Problem of Pain, p. 77]
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Of this tragic dilemma myth is the partial solution.
In the enjoyment of a great myth we come nearest to
experiencing as a concrete what can otherwsie be un-
derstood only as an abstraction. At this moment, for
example, I am trying to understand something very
abstract indeed—the fading, vanishing of tasted real-
ity as we try to grasp it with the discursive
reason... You were not knowing, but tasting; but what
you were tasting turns out to be a universal principle.
The moment we state this principle, we are admit-
tedly back in the world of abstraction. It is only while
receiving the myth as a story that you experience the
principle concretely.

When we translate we get abstraction-—or rather,
dozens of abstractions. What flows into you from the
myth is not truth but reality (truth is always about
something, but reality is that about which truth is),
and therefore, every myth becomes the father of in-
numerable truths on the abstract level. Myth is the
mountain whence all the different streams arise which
become truths down here in the valley; in hac valle
abstractionis. Or, if you prefer, myth is the isthmus
which connects the penincular world of thought with
that vast continent we really belong to. It is not, like
truth, abstract; nor is it, like direct experience, bound
to the particular. [ibid., p. 66]
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