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1. The Concept of Omoiyari (Altruistic Sensitivity) in Japanese
Relational Communication, K Hara, 2006

This paper presents such an attempt by conceptualizing the concept of omoiyari for a
Japanese theory of relational communication. In social psychology, the Japanese concept of
omoiyari has been examined in terms of altruism, sympathy, empathy, and prosocial
behavior, and a variety of cognitive models of prosocial behavior arousal have been
proposed. In the field of communication studies, however, the concept of omoiyari has not
attracted much scholarly attention, although aspects of harmonious dJapanese
communication are well documented. By synthesizing the relevant literature on omoiyari
across disciplines, then, this paper formulates a definition of omoiyari for Japanese
communication research, lays out its basic assumptions, and characterizes it in light of four
major semantic areas of omoiyari: (1) prayer, (2) encouragement, (3) help, and (4)

support.
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